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Abstract

Cape Cod, Massachusetts, is one of the most popular tourist destinations in the
country. As its economy has moved away from local industries like fishing and farming,
it has become increasingly reliant on the money of tourists, summer people, second
homeowners, and retirees. This transformation has brought a whole host of problems to
the Cape, including a monumental housing crisis, high rates of opioid overdose fatalities,
rapidly accelerating suburbanization and gentrification, and mass environmental
devastation. One of the gravest and most frequently overlooked consequences is that of
memory and culture. Through the Cape’s transformation into a vacation destination,
locals have lost control of the ability to control our narrative. Whether that means the
freedom to publicize the problems tourism and second homeownership have brought to
the Cape, or agency over our history and cultural identities outside of kitch and souvenirs,
the identities and struggles of Cape Codders have been hidden under layers of
commodified nautica and colonial, capitalist lies about progress and development. This
thesis shines a light on the underbelly of Cape Cod, analyzing the consequences of our
increasingly unstable economy as well as confronting what it means to be a Cape Codder.
Based off of my own experiences as a 14th-generation Cape Codder, as well as the voices
of fellow locals I interviewed, it is clear that we must begin prioritizing the needs of our
community before it’s too late.
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Figure 1: Tribes of Cape
Cod in the 1600s
(“Tracing Our Family”).
The two primary tribes in
the area were the
Wampanoag and the
Nauset. Cummaquid,
Pamet, (“Massachusetts
Indian Tribes”) and
Mannamoyik (Cape Cod
National Seashore xi)
were Nauset territories
(“Massachusetts Indian
Tribes”), and Aptuxcet
(Dimock, Introduction)
and Manomet were
Wampanoag territories
(“Massachusetts Indian
Tribes”).

Figure 2: Incorporated Cape Cod
in 1890 (“Tracing Our Family”)
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Bound Away: Tourism, Culture, and Rethinking the Archive on Cape Cod

For most, Cape Cod, the waterbound peninsula jutting off of mainland
Massachusetts into the Atlantic Ocean, is synonymous with summer vacations. College
students visit for a few weeks over spring break or summer vacation to party with friends,
families rent a cute little cottage to spend some time on our beaches, and wealthy couples
and retirees build or buy homes here to stay for half the year to “get away.” But life out
here is very different for locals. We live and work in a place considered by most of the
outside world to simply be a vacation destination. We have our own communities, our
own cultures, our own traditions, and our own struggles. But our voices, our history, our
identities, all of what we are gets swept under the rug in the face of mini golf, knickknacks, beach weddings, and Vineyard Vines. Have you ever visited Cape Cod? Have
you ever given any thought to the impact you, all of you, have on us? Have you ever
talked — really talked — to a local? In all likelihood, most of what you know of the
Cape is a product manufactured for you every summer. Almost our entire economic
system relies on your ignorance. You don’t see the underbelly, the off-season — the
“real” Cape. You don’t see my father teaching me how to shuck quahogs we dug up just
that day, and you don’t see me having a panic attack in standstill traffic in July as I get
flipped off by New Yorkers and Connecticutians who don’t understand how rotaries
work. I’m a local Cape Codder, by almost any definition. I have spent my entire life on
Cape Cod. I was born here, I live here still, and my family goes back to the Mayflower
settlers. I’m related to every person buried in the Orleans graveyard. My roots run deep
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here. I know this place in the way only locals can. But I’ve grown up with the ebb and
flow of tourism and second homeownership, and I’m angry about what’s happening to
the Cape. I love this place with all of my being, and my heart is breaking as I watch our
identity get lost in the rising tide of commercialized nautica. Our societal memory relies
on a system designed to preserve only the most privileged voices and paints a picture of a
peaceful, quaint Cape Cod designed to draw in tourists rather than honor the Cape as it
actually is. In order to do justice to the Cape’s memory, I conducted a series of interviews
with fellow locals from all walks of life analyzing the pros and cons of tourism as well as
conducting discussions of our history and culture. Memorykeeping here is fraught with
the dynamics of tourist capitalism, colonial violence, and control; and, as such, is unable
to preserve the Cape as it really is. Traditional methods of historical preservation, from
archives to museums, are built off of a commitment to amplify the voices of those who
are in control and silence those who are struggling. The only way any community can
save its memory is by doing the job itself.

Something in the Water: A Cross-Section of Cape Cod Life

Cape Cod has a rich, deep, and painful history, which begins at least over 15,000
years ago (Eldredge) with its settlement by the People of the First Light, or the
Wampanoag or Native People (“Massachusetts Indian Tribes”). The area was also home
to the Nauset (or “Cape Indians”), with the smaller subdivisions of the
Iyanough/Wiananno/Hyannis and the Manomoy/Monomoy (“Massachusetts Indian
Tribes”). This date is disputed, as, according to some Wampanoag historians, their
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ancestors did not cross over the Bering Strait from Asia but have always been here. The
Wampanoag traditionally fished, hunted, and farmed using the resources of the land to its
fullest extent, giving thanks and living in such a way so as to ensure the success of seven
generations in the future, and continue these practices in the modern day (Weeden). New
England was violently invaded by English fisherman in the early 1600s, who proceeded
to enslave local Native Americans and spread death and disease (McVay) which killed
90-96% of the people in the area within three years (Ely). The decrease in population due
to enslavement and murder left the area, as the Pilgrims and other settlers saw it, ripe for
colonization (McVay). Two thirds of the Wampanoag were killed in 1616 by yellow
fever brought over by settlers (“Culture”). Despite the deaths of 75% of New England
and Canadian Maritime Native Americans between 1614 and 1617 through colonial
disease, the Nauset people gradually established a friendship with the settlers and were
majority converted to Christianity (Laporte). Whether this was through violence,
oppression, or willing conversion is unclear.
The Cape was officially colonized by the Mayflower Pilgrims in 1620 (“Cape
Cod History”). The pilgrims had been exiled from England and most were living in
Holland (Dunn). After deportation from Holland, they came ashore in what is now Truro.
They proceeded to dig up all of the corn buried on the beaches by the local Native
Americans, and headed to Plymouth. There, the sickly settlers were taught by the
Wampanoag how to build shelters, find food, and were given clothes (Bingham 6-7).
Despite what glorified myths about the birth of America and Thanksgiving will tell you,
the settlers began their settlement in the “New World” enslaving Nauset people
(Laporte), pillaging Wampanoag graves, and stealing the fruits of their harvests (“Why
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Native People Protest in Plymouth”). Grand sachem (leader) of the Native People,
Massasoit, forged an alliance with the Plymouth colonists, fearing an attack from the
neighboring Narragansett on his people weakened from the scourge of European disease
(“Massasoit, - 1661”). A “Treaty of Peace” establishing the two peoples as “Allie[s]” was
signed by Massasoit and Governor John Carver in 1621. However, the Wampanoag did
not read or write English and were instead “presented with the interpretation of The
Lord’s Prayer.” (Bingham 10). Settlers proceeded to violently take power: they enforced
the death penalty for speaking Algonquin, outlawed Indigenous cultural practices,
forcibly spread Christianity, and essentially enslaved local Native Americans by forcing
them to work, uncompensated, for whites (Bingham 12-14). A treaty establishing the
Plantation of Mashpee signed in 1665 in no uncertain terms led to the selling of Native
Americans as slaves, as well as establishing missionaries to “rule over” unconsenting
Native communities and exploit their resources in exchange for “teaching the Indians a
livelihood.” (Bingham 16). Throughout establishment of the Massachusetts Bay Colony,
the settlers continued to enforce egregiously unethical and genocidal laws on the
Wampanoag without their agreement, and to pull tricks that led to Native deaths
(Bingham 18-20).
Following the colonists’ proverbial foot in the door was King Philip's War or the
Great Narragansett War, incited by the 1675 trial and execution of three Wampanoag
warriors accused of murdering a man accused by Massasoit’s son Metacom, or King
Philip, of being a spy for colonists. The murder of these men was loaded with racial
tensions which came to a head with a months-long war that left many Narragansett and
Wampanoag homeless (Warren), over 40% of the Wampanoag people murdered
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(“Timeline”), and many Wampanoag men enslaved (Warren). From 1620 on, the Cape’s
towns as we know them today gradually became incorporated. Settlers used the fact that
Wampanoag culture did not speak English or recognize private ownership of territory to
illegally seize Native land (Bingham 11). The settlers forced the Mashpee Wampanoag
into twenty-five square miles of land in Mashpee (“Timeline”) and proceeded to raze the
Cape, establishing the cottages and maritime industries we associate it with today (“Cape
Cod History”).
Settler Cape Codders, like the Wampanoag, were a largely self-sustaining people
— my grandmother’s family lived off of the land so successfully that she never knew
there was a Great Depression at all. However, the colonists quickly began taking
advantage of the area’s plentiful natural resources, not only to sustain themselves, but to
sell to those around the world. Our internationally significant maritime trade famously
included whaling. Using skills taught to them by the Wampanoag, Cape settlers first
started off with whales near the shore, then expanded internationally once the coastal
supply ran low. The skills of Cape seamen were famous, and these men were sought after
to man the ships of many a captain or business (“Cape Cod History”). The Cape was also
most likely part of the New England industry of the “Triangular Trade” (Hilley). This
involved a three-part exchange: basic supplies and food were sent from New England to
the West Indian sugar plantations worked by enslaved people; sugar and molasses (in
barrels of New England wood) were brought back up to New England, and New England
converted those into rum and shipped it off to Africa to trade for slaves, who would then
be forcibly sent off to the West Indies to fuel the cycle (Farrow 48). Meadow Hilley, an
academic from the Cape town of Brewster, argues that Brewster captain Elijah Cobb and
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his ship the Two Brothers’ journey from Boston to West Africa to Martinique and back to
Boston in 1819 proves the Cape’s involvement in this horrendous industry, as Cobb
returned to Boston without the gold he promised, but with a hold full of yellow fevercarrying mosquitos (Hilley). Both codfish (Magra 17) and slavery (Farrow 48) were
fundamental to early New England’s economy, and the Cape, clearly, thrived thanks to
the influence of both. Cape sea captains accumulated vast amounts of wealth incongruous
with the brutal businesses of fishing and whaling, and these captains were all openly
supportive of the slave trade. However, this history is still murky, due to censorship of
the truth by historians and historical actors ashamed of our atrocious past (Blood).
Our bustling maritime trades as well as a blossoming farming industry brought
our economy to a peak in the early 1800s, bringing prosperity to locals. According to
historian John Cumbler’s history of Cape Cod, following this rush of unchecked
development and ambition, our environment began to reflect the consequences of our
actions. Our farmland blew away in clouds of sand, weakened by our destruction of local
forests and grasses, and the fish and the whale populations dropped due to overfishing.
Much like the crisis of the Dust Bowl, the Cape had created for itself an enviro-economic
crisis. As such, the mid-1800s to early 1900s saw a mass exodus of Cape youth seeking
opportunities elsewhere. One of these was Ezra Perry, son of a seaman, who discovered
that selling land to people from away was a profitable business. Marketing the Cape as a
playground for the rich, Perry cemented our future:
[Perry’s marketing] focused on the quaintness of the area, its healthy
climate, its churches and libraries and its white Protestant, old stock
Yankee residents. [He] also focused on how other persons of wealth, such
as President Cleveland, were buying land along the coast of the Cape and
building substantial summer estates and institutions to meet their cultural
needs such as golf courses and yacht clubs … Perry envisioned a new
8

Cape Cod one whose economy was driven by outside money and where
Cape residents would provide local color, labor to maintain the estates and
cook and clean during the summer months, and local produce for summer
residents hungry from busy days of tennis, yachting, sport fishing and
golf. (Cumbler)
Other locals latched onto his enterprising idea and began paving the way for a summer
economy, making the Cape as attractive to visitors as possible. With this “discovery” of
Cape Cod by people from away, including Thoreau’s famous publication of Cape Cod in
1865, the “quaint” Cape began attracting more and more tourists. As explained by Karen
Christel Krahulik in her book Provincetown: From Pilgrim Landing to Gay Resort,
visiting the seaside to get away from the hustle and bustle of urban life was popularized
in the early 1800s as tourism as a phenomenon developed and the health benefits of
oceanside life were promoted by medical professionals (19-21). The white elite and
middle class flocked to “[witness] dangerous or thrilling ‘labor’ [which] simultaneously
reinforced the class, race, and ethnic distinctions between those with the means to watch
others at work and those being watched while at work” (Krahulik 21). This influx of
visitors hungry to experience the lovely seaside and revel in the luxuries of free time and
privilege transformed the Cape into a tourist haven.
Today, the Cape is populated by a vast assortment of 215,888 people (Shemkus).
Two thousand, six hundred Cape Codders are Mashpee Wampanoag, many of whom are
currently continuing the fight for the rights to their land which are currently being denied
to them by the current colonial government (“Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe”). Many
Wampanoag continue to practice and celebrate their culture, including through the
Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project which seeks to preserve and teach once-dead
Wôpanâak (“Project History”). The Nauset no longer exist as an independent tribe and
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are now part of the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe (Laporte). The descendents of Mayflower
settlers (including myself) still eke out a living here, too. Summer workers, often from
Eastern Europe and Jamaica, are part-time locals, living and working here for part of each
year. Retirees settle here from places like New York and Connecticut and bouncing back
and forth from here to Florida, seeing themselves as “locals” but consistently lacking any
significant connection to the Cape. The descendants of Portuguese, Azorean, and Cape
Verdean fisherman are here as well, many of whom live in Provincetown where
Portuguese fishing roots and culture run deep.
Cape history is best learned from Cape Codders. As a traditionally working-class
and working community, many of our stories often go unwritten. Wampanoag history and
culture has been passed down through oral tradition (Weeden), and much of what I know
of the Cape comes from stories from friends and family, late-night rants, or conversations
with strangers at the pier. But many Cape histories have been intentionally buried or
erased, especially those of oppressed communities. The Cape has been whitewashed
almost beyond recognition, and most stories about Cape Cod in popular culture revolve
around sanitized Thanksgiving-time fables or narratives designed to appeal to tourists.
Community-based oral histories offer real stories and lived experiences in a way that
stories collected and preserved for profit or by non-community members cannot. The
interviews I conducted with fellow Cape Codders show the intricacies of our
relationships with the place we live and, crucially, the wide range of what a Cape Cod
history can entail.
[Content warning: sexual violence]
Anita Mother Bear Peters: Mashpee was what they call a praying town. The colonial
people had what they called the "pray or die" policy on us. If you didn't become a
10

Christian, you either had to run away or you would get wiped out. Our tribe said, "Okay,
there's things in your Bible we agree with, so we'll be Christians." That's how we
survived the Colonial Wars because they thought they had converted us. We went to their
churches, but we still did our traditional things, just in the woods where they couldn't see
it. They were very forceful of assimilating us to their way of life. We're matriarchal
people, men and women had equal power. We were so different from them, but our
philosophy has always been, as long as you're not hurting anybody, you just live your
life. You don't answer to other humans. I'm sure all my ancestors hoped that they would
just stay there where they found a village that was gone and they just took over that land.
If they had just stayed here and lived their lives the way they did and not try to force their
ways on us, things would have worked out well. Their ways were so different to us, we
just couldn't believe the type of people that they were. In our culture, our leaders are
chosen because they give away the most or take care of the most people. You'd never
have a greedy, selfish leader. Lying was the worst thing that you could do. Women were
held in high esteem, we were not homophobic people. Children were considered the best
gift the creator could give you. We weren't afraid to drink water like the pilgrims. They
wouldn't drink water, because where they came from, they had poisoned the water by
dumping their chamber pots outside the door. They wouldn't bathe. They'll tell you, three
times a lifetime was their custom. When they were born, when they got married and when
they died, they would have a full body bath. Other than that, they just washed their face
and hands. That caused diseases among our people that we were not immune to. Native
people are born without an enzyme in their brain that processes alcohol. We were never
meant to have alcohol; it makes us crazy and we get drunk faster and we stay drunk
longer. We were not meant to have that, but when they could endanger our men for two
years at a time, if the English men said they owed a debt, when they took our men on the
ships, they didn't have water to drink, they would give them rum. That just upset our
whole system when the men came back. They were allowed to come here and take our
children to the residential school1 in Pennsylvania, the Carlisle School, where they were
supposed to try to Americanize Indian kids. Those schools were very, very harsh and
traumatizing. You're at these places for years and they tell you that your culture is no
good, and the people are no good. There was a lot of physical and sexual abuse going on
in those schools. That was so foreign to our children, so when they come back, it's hard
for them to get back into the community because they're traumatized and that trauma is
passed on in their DNA. They call it today intergenerational trauma. People in our tribe
today don't understand why there were angry as they are and that's what it comes from.
That kind of treatment to our ancestors has been passed down … Our prophecies said
that the pilgrims were going to come way before they got here. They said if they came in
a peaceful way, all the different colors of humans could come here and live together and
make the best country in the world; but if they came with weapons in their hands, which
they did, that we were going to have many years of hard times and they were going to try
to wipe us out, they were going to poison the Mother Earth, and eventually their whole
1

Residential schools were “schools” run by the United States government designed to “kill the Indian …
and save the man,” as well as deal a major blow to tribes resistant to colonization by the U.S. government.
These institutions overwhelmingly failed to educate their “students,” but were designed to assimilate
Native American children, many of whom were kidnapped, to white American culture through force and
physical violence (Bear).
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system was going to crash and burn. The Earth was going to heal itself, the people that
were left were going to live in harmony, and I'm expecting that to happen any day.
Joanie Crowell: My grandmother, my mother's side was born in Provincetown back in the
late 1800s. The house that she was born is still on Commercial Street today. Her father
and her brothers used to go out on the whaling ships. Most of the time they came back;
one trip, they did not come back. In the widow's walk, I don't know if you know the story
of the widow's walk. It's something was put on the roof of houses. The women who had
some idea of when the ships were coming in, would go up and keep watch to see if they
could see the ships coming in their pace and just walk around. If there was a black flag
flying on the mast, that meant that somebody had died either on the voyage or fell
overboard or something. Nobody knew until they came in to dock who was the widow.
Hence the name the widow's walk. She heated and used light by using whale oil. Her
mother, my great-grandmother was the pastry chef at the Gifford House, which is still in
operation today.
Kat Szmit: The Pendleton wreck happened in [1952], and there was … two boats
wrecked at the same time. Everyone was taking care of one boat. The Pendleton was left
on its own and this boat literally broke in half because of poor craftsmanship. This boat
out of Chatham Coast Guard Station … It's only supposed to hold a few people. This one
guy and his crew risked their lives across the barge, which is dangerous on a good day
and ridiculous in a storm, and they rescued— I think it was 33 people. They only lost one
person and it wasn't on the rescue boat. The person had already died before they got out
there.They crammed all these people on this essentially small boat and saved them all
and brought them in on this—it was like the worst weather, some huge nor'easter,
absolutely incredible.
Phil Inman: If you go the Outer and Lower Cape, that's in some senses, stepping back in
time. That is a little bit more indicative of what the old Cape used to be. The people are
very quiet, very kept to themselves and so forth … This is a very, very New England area,
in the sense that the people don't get involved in other people's stuff without being asked
or without knowing that it's okay. Some other parts of New England, they're in your face.
That's it.
Phyllis Horton: Dennis has, for generations, been a strictly maritime town. When we
separated from Yarmouth in 1725, we had the larger population; we had more people in
Dennis than there were left in Yarmouth. Many, many of them were mariners. Yarmouth
was settled by English farmers that came over here in the beginning. Their plan was to
raise animals for the newcomers coming from England, but there was a civil war in
England and there were no immigrants for a long, long time. They had to find something
else to do, they couldn't keep raising animals because they had to take care of them.
First, they turned to whaling because the native Indians, the Nobscussett Indians who
lived here since 9,000 years ago, they trapped whales that came up on the beach on the
north side. Out in the bay in the 1600s, you could look off the bluff and see hundreds of
whales just in Cape Cod Bay. It's not like that today. The Indians would go out in their
canoes and drive one up on the beach, they would chase it and the whale would try to get
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away from them and he ended up on the beach. They always did this on an outgoing tide
so that when he got up there, he couldn't get back. They would get out of their canoes and
kill the animal and then cut it out whatever they wanted from it. They always took the pot
of oil that had behind his head from the right whale. That's why it was called a right
whale because it produced so much whale oil. The English watched them work, but they
had the ability to build boats, regular boats. The Indians did not have that ability; they
haven't progressed that much. They just had dugout canoes. Also, the English had metal
tools, and it was easier to kill them right off. When the Indians were killing them with
bones, it took them a lot longer. A lot of times some of the Indians got hurt when the
whale was thrashing around on the beach. With the metal tools, they could kill them right
away with one good stab in the right point. A few years, very few short years, the
population of whales began to go down because we were fishing them all out. The
English, when they caught a whale they caught all the oil and put it in barrels. One
barrel of oil always went to the Plymouth Colony. That was used to educate children.
This was the first place in America that was mandatory for children to go to school. All of
Cape Cod, and Plymouth, yep. There was a man named Ichabod Paddock from East
Dennis who was very good at catching whales. The people in Nantucket invited him to
come over there to teach them how to do whaling from boats because we had progressed
to that point. Nantucket took that information and they wanted to see it became world
famous whalers. From — since then, because we did not have a deepwater port, our
captains and crews had to go to New Bedford or New York or Provincetown or Boston.
Provincetown is the only deepwater port on the Cape. So they started going there and
going out to sea. It reached a point where any sailor, any captain, any mate, any sailor
from Cape Cod — if they said they were from Cape Cod, they would have people really
looking for them to work for them. We had the reputation of being wonderful mariners.
Then there was bootlegging going on around here during prohibition. Herring River was
a big place for the liquor to be brought in. Those fishermen who fished out of Herring
River knew every rock and every place in Nantucket Sound. The Coast Guard would
chase a lot of them. While they were under full throttle, they're throwing boxes of liquor
overboard in the water. By the time the last one was in the water, then they slowed down
and stopped. The Coast Guard would board them. Of course, it was a clean ship. They'd
thrown it all overboard. The next morning they [the locals] were out there before dawn.
Anchor dragging to pick up all those boxes that they had dropped. In fact, down just
about where Glendon Road Beach is right now there was a place, a little shack in the
woods there, and there was a little stream that went down by it. It was called the
molasses house and it was called that because they made rum there. Rum comes from
molasses … Way back in the shipping days that was part of the Golden Triangle. they
would leave here, and mostly up around Boston, but there were barrels full of salt cod
and they would go to Africa, trade the salt cod for slaves, bring [them] over to the West
Indies and trade that for molasses. Then they bring the molasses up to Boston and that
was called the Golden Triangle … Those were all Yankee captains that were doing it.
Cape Cod means different things to different people who live here. Despite the
reductive, two-dimensional image of the Cape painted by tourism, every individual and
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every community here has its own story to tell. So, what is Cape Cod culture? If you ask
different people, you’ll get different answers. If you ask any local about what they loved
about their childhoods here, or any washashore (a Cape Codder who was not born here)
about their daily lives, you’ll get a picture of a Cape Cod more diverse and complex than
the brochures will tell you. The intent of this project was to capture as wide and diverse a
group of voices as possible, particularly those often unheard in popular Cape Cod
narratives. Although there’s clearly a long way to go — most of the interviewees were
white and few were young — hopefully the stories included demonstrate the different
ways members of different communities experience Cape Cod.
Anita Mother Bear Peters: Well, when I was growing up in Mashpee there were only
tribal members here. It was kind of like growing up on a reservation because we were all
from the same tribe and everybody in town loved us. We could go to anybody's house and
they would feed us; they could correct us if we did anything wrong. It was a good way to
grow up.
Otto Anderson: Cape culture, to me, is a lot of businesses here and a lot of people living
here and all of that stuff, but it's different for me too because my day-to-day life here is
different from other people living here because, as I say, most of my days is just work,
work, work. My culture back home is different because back home, in Jamaica, I just
work eight hours. Here, for me, my daily is 15, 16, 17 hours a day, 6 days a week … For
me, the best time on the Cape is in the summertime when my son comes here and I get to
spend even a day with him. Seeing him happy, that makes me happy. That's the best time
when my son gets here. That motivate me on a day-to-day basis and keep me going.
Dylan Kaplowitz: I had an awesome time growing up on Cape. It was really, really great.
It was a whole lot of just fucking around on the power lines and bike path and I was here
basically, for three entire years, between these two buildings in middle school. I just
remember it being a great time, really … A lot of the best times that I've had on Cape
were at my friend Steve's garage in Eastham, learning how to work on cars. I don't even
know how I would have driven a vehicle on Cape if I didn't have the ability to fix it or
anything like that. It was right on the power lines and attached to the bike path. Holmes
Road is by far the best industrial park on Cape. I will not take any contrarian views to
that. That's always been my favorite for sure.
John Pina: My father always told me and my brothers and sisters to buy land because
Harwich was undeveloped, really undeveloped. He said, “You should go see Charlie
Taylor, he's got land all over the place, and he's selling it.” I paid attention to my father
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and I bought a lot of land. A lot. I've put in subdivisions, I've seen Harwich especially,
grow. When I was younger this road, Queen Anne Road, was a dirt road.
Katie Armstrong: Usually, my family just went to the beach basically every day when my
parents were still together … My Dad would be working. My mom was like, ‘okay, let's
go to swim lessons. Let's spend the whole day, every day, at the beach.’ Because, we're
here and this is — we're going to take advantage of this, and also acknowledge the fact
that we're really lucky to live here, and be a 10 minute drive from the beach basically,
wherever we go and not a lot of people get that … I'm thinking too of like in the summers
again when me and my friends would be biking around because our parents they were at
work and couldn't watch us, and one of our neighbors got — they had a little farm and
they got lambs, and a lot of my spring break was me going over and helping out, and
playing with the lambs, and learning about farming and lambs … Just very communityoriented but also very kind of ocean and land resources with the farming and the sea.
Phil Inman: When I was a kid, when we came down here and lived here year-round— In
West Yarmouth right now where the 99 is, on Berry Avenue and the Keltic Kitchen, the
lot that's in between there is with a lot where our house was. That whole field from
behind a 99 on down was all vacant. It was vacant for basically until you get to that
really the first street, which I would say was probably about a quarter of a mile. We used
to play baseball over there and then during the winter, there with the basis of tree
windmills that were there. The earthen basis were still there and they were close enough
but far enough that we could make our snow forts and have some really major snowball
fights. Then, just fall down in the snow and stuff. That part of the Cape. I just liked— It's
right on —We could walk down to Lewis Bay. It actually Englewood Bay, which is off of
Lewis Bay. Again, my favorite story is my younger boy had come with me when we went
to the nursing home to visit my mother. She was talking to him about the Cape and so
forth. She just said, “Well, your father should tell you about some of the things down
there.” I said, “Yes. Should I tell them about the first year?” She just said, “What do you
mean the first year?” “The first year, I remember it was really, really cold down here
and I had asked you how long it took for salt water to freeze. You said it didn't freeze.”
She said, “Okay.” She said, “Well, why?” I said, “Because Jerry and Gary,” who were
my two younger brothers, are two years younger than I. I said, “Oh, because we walked
from Englewood Beach across Lewis Bay to Great Island on the ice.” My son said,
“Nana, look like she was going to get out of the bed and cream me with the cane.” She
said, "What else did you do that I didn't know about?" I said, "We sailed from Lewis Bay
to Nantucket in a Beetle Cat following the ferry and then followed another ferry as we're
sailing along. Then, followed the ferries back. We were gone for the day sailing back and
forth … My big thing of Cape culture is the ability to go ice skating on a frozen cranberry
bog. The ability to go out and jump across a couple of things and grab some cranberries
and just munch down on them. My thing used to be to be able to go walking from my
house down to a place where we’d go fishing or swimming in one of the ponds and be
able to pick up teaberries which were great, or go for wild blueberries or to go
quahogging. That was it. Go some saltwater fishing off the jetties or whatever else. That's
my thought of being. The other thing too is being able to drive. I like to drive up to the
entrance to the National Seashore at different times of the year and just look at that
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whole field that's out in front there. The way the light is and just see the different colors
of the grasses and how they're affected. To me, it's just being able to be down here and
just experience something else other than traveling along Route One at 70 miles an hour,
four feet behind somebody else and having somebody three feet behind me. It's just the
difference down here. It's just a whole different. I can make this what I want. If I want to
do something, I can. If I don't, I don't. I realize I've got to travel to do it if I want to do
something. That to me is something I'm willing to do.
Phyllis Horton: During World War II, the record shop [owner] had teenage girls. He
used to put his girls in the front window of the store with a turntable and a megaphone.
We learned all of the new songs just as soon as they came out. I worked at the First
National Store, which was a grocery store, which is now the thrift shop, uptown on Main
Street. That music just reverberated, up and down Main Street, and these girls had a ball
and so did everybody else. That was the days of the jitterbug. Sometimes if they were
playing a certain song, people would just jitterbug on the sidewalk.
Sayuri Kingsbury: Cape Cod is very similar to my parents' — Sapporo which has the
same degrees, about 43, 42 north. The weather is really similar and I'm really
comfortable here so I don't need a particular place. I like beaches, I like fishing and stuff
… My mother's side grandparents are fishermen. I like seafood and I'm really happy
around — surrounded by the ocean. I grew up in the city, but my grandparents lived on
the ocean side and I knew how to take care of fish and other stuff from the ocean … .I got
the fishing license and I got out for squidding this year, and I got some few pickups. So it
was good. It’s always nice to be on the ocean; the seashore is fine too. I'm not a
swimming person, I just want to be around it. And fishing's more — it reminds me of the
back in the day with my grandparents. That's a nostalgic thing, with the fish, eating fish.
Susan Dimm Williams: We have a really strong artistic community and a real strong
networking amongst that and I love that. Most of the people here are sort of little
entrepreneurs. If you're a fisherman, you're probably not just a fisherman, you're also
going to be selling something else on the side or raising garlic or blowing glass. People
tend to have more than one career at a time because it helps financially. I think that,
that's really interesting and that there's a lot of self-made people here and that's really
interesting … I love that aspect of — you live in a town with the muffies and buffies, but
then also half the population are in waders at any given time.
For me, and for many others, my childhood and adult life here have been
profoundly impacted by the natural landscape of the Cape. My earliest memories are all
of swimming off of Monomoy, and I grew up, like the generations before me, fishing and
clamming all over the Cape. My free time is still filled with tautog and quahogs, as well
as roaming the Cape’s lesser-known marshes and beaches. But our communities are
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much more complex than our watered-down quasi-nautical reputation of Vacationland,
U.S.A. would have outsiders believe. When I think of home, I think of late nights at my
parents’ studio, my father blowing glass and arguing about local politics or archaic gossip
over a beer with my mother and other friends who just got off of work. I think of all of
the people of the Cape who helped raise me, of sharing venison and fish and homegrown
produce, of having local jargon-laden conversations with my friends incomprehensible to
anyone from over the bridge. The Cape is notoriously reclusive and insular, for better and
for worse. I love how tightly knit many rural New England communities are, how closely
we hold on to our traditions and our culture. But with this insularity comes a deeply
entrenched sense of conservatism and a deafening silencing on the impacts of colonial
violence. The Dennis Village Improvement Society, for example, recently barred (and
then backtracked on) the Dennis Union Church from adding a rainbow flag to their sign
(List). In October 2018, the Bureau of Indian Affairs decided to prohibit the Mashpee
Wampanoag Tribe from holding their land in trust under the basis that the People of the
First Light were supposedly not “under federal jurisdiction” in 1934 when the Indian
Reorganization Act was passed, which created the “land-into-trust” initiative (“Trump
Administration”). It seems that good change comes all too slowly to Cape Cod. Negative
changes, from massive developments to pollution to gentrification, can be seen
everywhere. I love my home, and I want to remember the beauty of it and all of its
problems. We have to, if we can preserve the good and work on changing the bad. If
those in power on Cape Cod continue the tradition of consciously erasing uncomfortable
or painful parts of our history, we will never be able to right the wrongs of our past.
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A Rising Tide: Tourism, Second Homeownership, and the Death of Cape Cod

Tourism is undoubtedly lucrative for the Cape. Before its onset, colonized Cape
Cod relied mostly on whaling, fishing, and nautical industries to support our economy.
Similarly, Native peoples living here before colonization made use of the area’s vast
wealth of natural resources, including quahog and cranberries, to live in sync with the
land. Since the decimation of the Cape’s natural resources by colonial settlers and their
descendants, we have relied, in large part, off of the money of second homeowners and
summer visitors to survive. We’ve built an economy off of the commodification of our
culture and appealing to the wealthy with the image of a rustic retreat — charter tours,
clam shacks, golf courses, and seaside dining. This carefully constructed image of a
quaint seaside community waiting to be explored has worked quite well — millions upon
millions of visitors have been entranced by our beaches and our cottages and opened their
hearts and wallets to the experience of Cape Cod™.2 This culture has shifted over the
years from small working-class or middle-class families coming to visit for the weekend
into a wealthier resort culture, with celebrities and real estate developers investing
millions into the booming business of luxurious prefabricated McMansions.
Susan Dimm Williams: Well, we summered here as kids. I've been coming here for a long
time. It's more affluent. The affluence wasn't as visible a long time ago. It was just people
coming in their station wagons with their kids coming to the beach. Now, it's the muffies
and the buffies renting a beach house, but it has to have air conditioning and a movie
theater and blah, blah, blah, blah, blah. It's a different feel to it than it used to be. Now,
it's much, much more affluent and much more snobby in a lot of ways. I liked it better
when it was just station wagons full of kids going to the beach. I think this is happening
everywhere. It's obviously not just in Cape Cod.

2

I use Cape Cod™ to indicate the difference between the Cape as it is experienced by its residents and the
Cape as it is packaged and sold to visitors.
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Tourism has brought prosperity and jobs to Cape Cod in record numbers.
According to the Cape Cod Commission’s 2000 report, roughly 5.23 million tourists
come to the Cape annually. In 2015 alone, the tourism industry brought Cape Cod
$13,283,375 (“Visitor Revenue”). According to STATS Cape Cod, the second-largest
sector of our job market (the first being Office and Administrative Support), Food
Preparation and Serving Related Occupations, makes up 13,440 (13.19%) of our 101,910
jobs (“Occupational Employment”). An estimated 49% of jobs on Cape Cod are born out
of industries designed for tourists and summer people (“Regional Housing Market
Analysis” 14).
The resort industry directly employs an annual average of 19,064 persons
in 2,436 business units and accounts for 22.3 percent of the region’s total
direct employment. When the effect of indirect and induced impacts is
calculated, the resort industry generates approximately 40 percent of the
region’s total employment. (“Help! Wanted” i)
As for housing and rentals, the average daily rate, or ADR, of hotel/motel rooms on Cape
Cod in our busiest month (August) has grown from $206.98 in 2011 to $265.98 in 2018,
an increase of 22.18%. Over the same time period, occupancy has jumped from 79.5% to
80%, and RevPAR, or revenue per available hotel room (ADR multiplied by rate of
occupancy), from $164.58 to $212.77, an increase of 29.28% (“Tourism Statistics”).
Barnstable County is making more money than it has historically, as our growth chart
indicates. In Barnstable County, from 2007 to 2017, 277 new businesses have opened,
4,619 new jobs have been created, and wages have gone up by $8,763, or 23.2% (“USA
Counties in Profile”). Figure 3 indicates how the average income on Cape Cod has been
far outpacing growth in Massachusetts and the States as a whole.
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Figure 3: Change in Net Resident Earnings since 1969, 1969-2016
(“Resident Earnings”).

Median household income on Cape Cod from 2012-2016, according to research
conducted by the United States Census, was $65,382, compared to the nation’s average of
$55,322. Only 7.6% of Cape Codders were living in poverty, while 12.3% of the nation
currently sits below that line (“USA Counties in Profile”). In addition to general
economic growth, tourism increases property values all over the Cape, as well as bringing
in tax dollars without much use of town resources (Quinn and Coxe 4). The median value
of owner-occupied homes on Cape Cod is $375,000 (“U.S. Census Bureau QuickFacts:
Barnstable County”), much higher than the U.S. average of $193,500 (“U.S. Census
Bureau QuickFacts: United States”). Clearly, tourism has brought much to the Cape in
terms of employment opportunities, as well as development for the community and
economic prosperity for those (mostly business owners, landlords, and real estate
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developers) who are profiting off of the (usually cheap) labor brought by all of the new
jobs available.
Otto Anderson: For me, my life depends on tourism even back home when I get started. I
worked in the hotel resort. I started out as a dishwasher. I worked my way up in the
company. Come here, on the Cape, same way my life would depend on tourism because a
lot of our businesses, the summertime, where the tourist comes around. I think it's a
positive for me with the tourism industry.
Susan Dimm Williams: It's hard because I feel like I really can't complain about it
because we're all making a living from that. We have very, very few full-time businesses
with benefits. The biggest employer in Chatham is Chatham Bars Inn; they're a seasonal
business. The second biggest employer in Chatham is the town of Chatham. That's where
you're going to get some full-time employment and some benefits, but it's not enough …
[Tourism is] our whole economy. If we didn't have it, we'll be dead. There's no fishing
industry anymore. They're struggling more than ever. There's no industry.
Phyllis Horton: Well, we have had tourists here from the early 1900s. Years ago, we used
to say that tourists were people from away. Now they call them washashores.
Washashore was a 1950s real estate term. Before that, everybody was from away. Really,
tourism started from Dennis people and every other town on the Cape. From there, young
people moving away and having a life, but they always came home for the summer or for
part of the summer … Well, the pros are that a lot of Cape Codders have made some
money. Before that, they used to say we were poorer than church mice if you know how
poor that is. A lot of people made money by building motels. I don't know … It still brings
a lot of money to the Cape …
Phil Inman: I don't really see a downside of tourism other than people— There are
sometimes too many people … You have to adjust. That's where people make their money.
That's how this place survives. It's fine. I can deal with it. It's only four months, five
months. It usually starts around Mother's Day and finishes up around Columbus Day.
John Pina: This is the way it's been for years and years and years. We've had presidents
come down here, we've had a lot of notables that lived here, and they come down in the
summer and they leave in the winter. They still do it. We survive on the money that they
spend on Cape Cod. There's no question in my mind about that … if we didn't have the
summer base … we need to survive here on the Cape. I think we need the people to spend
their money on Cape Cod.
Dylan Kaplowitz: My profession definitely could not possibly exist in a billion years in
the way it does without Cape Cod's seasonal economy. It really is— it pays for itself 10
times over just in the summer and they just coast through on that for the rest of the
winter. There might be a live concert or trivia, something to bring people in one or two
days a week but in the summer it's like, it's almost like a drive through, honestly. People
are sitting down in tables, but you're just serving a completely absurd amount of people,
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food for a completely absurd price and I love it. I will support that place for the rest of
my life, because they have for me, but restaurant business on Cape is 100% driven by the
tourist industry.
As for me, my family runs a small business. My father is a glassblower and my mother is
a sculptor, and we sell my father’s work wholesale and retail out of our studio. For the
majority of my life, we were mostly supported by large wholesale orders from galleries.
However, with the rise of online shopping, gallery orders have been decreasing. Ever
since I put Fritz Glass on TripAdvisor, Yelp!, and Google My Business, our lives have
completely changed. Our shop has been filled from June through October with tourists
who find us online. While this means that my parents have to work a lot harder, it also
means that we are more financially secure and my father no longer has to work wholesale
shows. Basically, if you’re working on the Cape, odds are that you’re going to be making
money (though not necessarily a living wage) off of jobs created by the tourism industry.
But the downsides of this system are huge and often glossed over in favor of the
promotion of tourism.
Seasonal employees make up a sizeable portion of our workforce. The Cape has a
significant shortage of labor of all sorts, particularly service workers. Employers
compensate by hiring domestic college students, as well as student and adult
guestworkers from abroad (particularly Eastern Europe and Jamaica). These jobs provide
jobs to people from abroad who may not have the same opportunities at home, or who
can find more work on the Cape. They are the reason the Cape functions in the summer.
Otto Anderson: Back home, a lot of Jamaicans depend on coming here to work. When
they do come here, they work. They work really hard because it's just a better living back
home. When you come and work, it makes your living better back in Jamaica.
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Joanie Crowell: There are an awful lot of Jamaicans that are up here, and I think that's
great. When my husband was sick, all of his nurse’s aids were Jamaican. I had a lovely
time talking with them, and Charlie really liked them. They were so kind and so gentle.
However, the entire system is often remarkably predatory. The jobs offered to
international workers, both skilled and unskilled, are often jobs that have them working
excruciating shifts for below minimum wage and making up the difference with tips. I
know people who work six full days a week just to make ends meet. This often is made
more difficult by having to find and pay for housing. Crucially, the system depends on
the deportability of these workers. If their employers decide that they don’t approve of
the workers’ behavior, or if the workers speak up about their working conditions, they
can be deported or blacklisted at the employers’ will, making them very easy to exploit
(Bauer 1). Locals’ opinions on this system vary, but while some acknowledge the
positive aspects, most are quicker to point out the problems with the structuring of our
guestworker system.
Otto Anderson: The localness, for me, I would say, I actually live here because every
year has been eight, nine months here, so most of my time spent here. Anyway, most of
my time is spent working. It's not like I have time to go out and enjoy the Cape and all of
that stuff. Most of my hours are just work, work. That's it … I understand most of the
businesses is in the summertime. That's where most of the business make their income,
but that's the time you put all the extra effort. It's also you have to take time for your
family and enjoy what life has to offer and all of that stuff. It's just that you have to
balance between work and family and how you do all of that stuff. My culture back home
is different because back home, in Jamaica, I just work eight hours. Here, for me, my
daily is 15, 16, 17 hours a day, 6 days a week.
Phil Inman: … they'll tell you the same thing is that, they get tips from people that are
leaving the room, and if you believe that, then they've sold you just as much as they sold
anybody else. If you ask that person, so let me see, you clean 15 rooms, you get $2 an
hour or whatever else you getting. For each one of those rooms, I'm sure everybody's
leaving at least five or 10 bucks a day or whatever else. That means you making 150
bucks there, and you don't have to report that, and da, da, da, and the whole thing.
[sarcastically] Yeah, like that's really happening.
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Sayuri Kingsbury: I think everybody's welcome to stay here as long as you can get a job
or steady work and can live here. It just can't happen with the situation right now; not
many jobs are available so far. They have to do something. Again, the residents or — the
rent is very expensive. It's hard to survive here without a relative or some connections
here … We hire for the summertime, people, but those are always high school kids or
college kids just coming here for the work for summer. They need to have a place to stay
because we cannot pay for their rent. They have to have a parent's house or a relative's
house to live, so they're just trying to earn some money, but they’re only — have a family
here. We can't have a seasonal worker from outside the country and stuff because we just
can't afford them or they have to have more than one job to stay here.
Katie Armstrong: [Many summer workers are treated] Really poorly. Really, really
poorly. And the housing that they get, I mean number one, housing is inaffordable [sic]
during the summer, especially for the wages that they're paid, which is not a lot, if
minimum wage. The housing that they get is usually really gross and, I assume that
there's a lot of abuse and stuff going on there. I can't say; again, that's an assumption
that I have and I hope obviously that there wouldn't be, but because of the way that they
are treated just in work and then the housing that they receive, I would guess. Which is
really terrible.
Although so many businesses on the Cape exist thanks to the hard work of workers from
abroad, who are undoubtedly part of the Cape’s community and culture, many people
remain unaware of this, or outwardly hostile to them, thanks to the Cape’s longstanding
tradition of racism. If you go into any Cape restaurant in the summer, the odds are that
your waiters and hosts will be local kids or white people, while the people in the kitchen
are Black, often from Jamaica.
Susan Dimm Williams: There's a lot of Jamaican folks who come in working for the
summer and they get some attitude … I remember there's a funny story. I worked at
Pete's restaurant and there was two couples at a table having conversation about
minorities and all this stuff. They asked me as a waitress, they said, "We hear about all
these Jamaicans and staff that are working here, all these immigrants, where are they?" I
said, "Well, your waitstaff is all white, you're right, but in the kitchen, your salad was
made by—" where were they from? Costa Rica. Maybe they were Costa Rican? "The chef
is Costa Rican. His niece made your salad. The dishwasher is a Jamaican." I said,
"These people are here, but they're not put in the front. They're not put out on the floor
usually and being the wait staff, they are in the kitchen.” They are invisible and that's
wrong. I would like to see that change. It's like everybody who is a minority is in the
kitchen; that's wrong.
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Under the Trump administration, it has become markedly more difficult for Jamaican
workers to obtain H-1 work visas. Jamaican workers, while facing the economic
marginalization inherent to guest work, have the additional burden of dealing with the
Cape’s prevalence of anti-Black racism.3 This carries with it the threat of policed
hypersurveillance, labor and community erasure, harmful stereotypes of criminality and
violence, and a racialized xenophobia perpetuated by both business owners and the
Trump administration which can translate into job loss. The Cape Cod Commission
spoke to employers in 2000, and found that many cited “a general labor shortage …
housing availability … housing costs … and wage demands” for their difficulties in
finding employees. According to the Commission, a lack of national full employment, a
short tourist season, and the success of the economy of Ireland (historically a source for
the Cape’s summer workers) has been the culprit for all of these issues
(“STATSCapeCod Map”). However, many of the real problems lie in the economic
mistreatment of and racism towards summer employees and the housing crisis currently
affecting the Cape. While tourism has been the Cape’s answer to supporting ourselves
following colonization and mass environmental degradation, it has come at a great cost
for many locals. Despite our explosive summer industry, many on Cape Cod, both locals
and summer workers, struggle to make a living in a place plagued by economic
inequality.
Susan Dimm Williams: The dichotomy between the have and the have-nots is huge … I
would love to see more small businesses and stuff, but again, we're all tourist-based. I
don't know how you crack that nut … Look at what happens downtown Main Street,
Chatham. The rents, the commercial rents now are so high that little entrepreneurs, sole
proprietors cannot rent a downtown place and do business … Provincetown, their rents
are horrible … Little businesses are getting priced out and these chains come in and have
3

While I do not have any direct data on this, it is important to consider that many Eastern European and
Asian guestworkers on Cape Cod most likely deal with xenophobia and racism as well.
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their stores and that's not fair. I don't like that. I don't want to go to a town that has the
same damn stores as any other town. I want different, I want unique, I want individual.
Commercial rents is one way of dealing with it. These commercial landlords are greedy.
Katie Armstrong: But our whole economy basically is [reliant on tourists]. What— the
jobs that I think of that a lot of people on the Cape work with are — especially the
restaurant and service industry, where restaurants, if they don't close during the winter,
they have usually limited hours and some people only work in the summer. We have a lot
of people who come from overseas to work in the summer as well. There just aren't very
many feasible year-round jobs that pay steadily that aren't at all affected by the tourist
economy.
Sayuri Kingsbury: The tourists, they are not shoppers. They just want to see what it is, so
that's another — we're trying to figure out what to do for the tourists. They're looking for
“made on Cape,” which is — I make stuff for “made on Cape” stuff. I try to be more —
actually, the tourists are looking for something that says “Cape Cod” on made in China
stuff. Like spoons, shot glasses, coasters, magnets, and postcards; that kind of thing. They
just want to grab those things. It's really hard for me to make expensive pieces. It's made
on Cape and not everybody wants the “made in China” Cape Cod things, but still, that's
the tourists that I see … Yeah, I don't know. I do live here, and lot of people make a lot of
money in summer and just hang in there in the winter, just because of how they work. We
can't get a steady income year-round. It's always, winter is less and summer is more. Ish, it's not everybody; like it’s — teachers, they have a year-round job, those steady
incomes are different. But most of the people don’t have a monthly income, same pay.
Again, there is no opportunity for jobs. Otherwise, we might need to do the online jobs.
We can do jobs at home and then get the money from somewhere else, but they don't
develop the money on the Cape itself … it's not enough people in the winter, whatever we
do.
Kat Szmit: I don't want to leave here but there are times when I'm like, "Oh, my gosh.
What am I doing? I'm struggling to make ends meet, for what?” … I've seen a lot more
people struggling financially, especially in the last five years. I've seen a lot of people
leave the Cape because they can't afford it anymore. It's just not a place that they can be
and be financially stable so they have to go somewhere else and that's troubling.
Dylan Kaplowitz: … it's concerning to think about the fact that you can't be a poor child
on Cape anymore and have a good time … I grew up poor. Things are getting better as
my parents get older and we've got our shit figured out now for the most part, but I don't
see— I don't think we would have made it if things were the way they are now, really. I
feel like if 10 years ago, things on Cape were the way they are now, I don't even know
what would have happen. I might have had to move away from all my friends. Live a
completely different life. That's really the main concerning point to me … It's like I got
one friend, his parents [unintelligible]. It wasn't any personal thing or anything. They
were splitting up and they were getting new apartments and stuff and there was just no
room for him. That shouldn't be a huge deal for a person working full-time construction
job and just wanting to pay rent, but it's been literally impossible. He's just one guy with
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no pets, barely any stuff, quiet. Just needs a place to stay and it's not even possible. It's
like it's got to be at a friend's house renting a guest room or it's got to be some sort of
random weird little living situation in a cabin or something. The ability to just live is
impossible for a young, healthy, working guy; couldn't be less lazy if he tried. He's just —
it’s like nowhere to go. I don't see how that's sustainable for anybody young. And my
parents, they own a house and they've been working full-time for 40 years and they can't
afford to retire on Cape … I feel like things have definitely been lost [in the Cape's
transformation from and I don't know how much has been gained other than a bunch of
money that's gone to only a few people in the end.
Our reliance on a summer economy makes for a dramatically unstable job market —
employment in Barnstable County (the county that makes up Cape Cod) from February to
July and August spikes by an average of 42.6% annually, which leaves us stranded in the
winter (“Help! Wanted” i). Figure 4 shows how drastically the Cape’s labor force is
affected by the seasonality of our economy.

Figure 4: Unemployment Differences Between January and July, 19902016 (“Seasonal Employment”).

In turn, this problem of the seasonality of tourism forces locals out of the area, as tourist
economies are notably less profitable than other ways of making a living (Ramos 211).
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This destroys the very community the industry was supposedly brought in to sustain
(Ramos 211).
The Cape is trying to bring in tourists in the “off-season,” with mixed results.
Namely, we are seeing increased economic stability, but this comes with the reality of
dealing year-round with the problems that come with tourism (everything from
moderately annoying traffic to devastating environmental issues.) However, relying on
visitors’ money still makes for a fragile and arguably dangerous economy. As previously
mentioned, food preparation and service jobs make up 13.19% of Cape Cod’s available
jobs (“Occupational Employment”). However, the average wage for these professions is
$28,180 annually. The Cape-wide average wage is $49,220 (“Occupational
Employment”). While the statistics on the Cape economy look good, it’s important to
keep in mind that the financial data is skewed by wealthier part-time residents and
summer people — for example, in 2016, “70% of second-home owners make over
$100,000 a year, while the local workforce earns a median income of $65,400”
(Ramachandran 2).
Perhaps unsurprisingly, research indicates that “Barnstable County (Cape Cod)
has typically reported higher unemployment rates than the state as a whole, while
incomes have lagged behind state averages” (“Help! Wanted” i). As previously stated,
wages across the Cape have gone up from 2007 to 2017 by $8,763, or 23.2%. However,
when you look at the nation as a whole, we are lagging behind — according to
StatsAmerica, wages across the United States have gone up over the same time period
from $44,458 to $55,390, a difference of $10,932, or a 24.59% increase (“USA Counties
in Profile”). We’ve chosen, overwhelmingly, an economy that leaves us vulnerable to the
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whims of summer visitors, preys on those who need work at whatever wages they can
earn, brings prosperity largely to those able to profit off of the labor of others, and relies
on the overdevelopment and gentrification of our community for the benefit of people
who don’t even live here.
The problem with the Cape and our reliance on tourist capitalism is the
prioritization of revenue and efficiency over long-term regional health and the wellbeing
of locals. Success, to the pro-development camp, means eking the maximum amount of
profit out of the region through overdevelopment, regardless of the long-term
consequences (especially for local year-rounders and those who don’t directly benefit
from visitors’ money). All in all, living in a place where your survival most likely relies
on a seasonal industry can have an emotional toll that often gets swept under the rug, as
well as larger repercussions that often go overlooked. It’s hard to understand the damage
caused by tourism if you haven’t directly experienced it. If you’re only here for a few
weekends out of a year, it seems like not much is really changing. And many people from
away are quite kind, in addition to supporting the majority of our economy. They show
genuine appreciation for the Cape’s natural beauty, make sure to spend their money at
local businesses, and seem to be fascinated by our history and our culture. For some
locals, tourists are a valuable part of the Cape’s economy and society. Visitors bring
money, they bring change, and they facilitate the creation of things to do around our
rather quiet peninsula. But for me, and a lot of other people living here, the downsides
add up.
Anita Mother Bear Peters: I think 95% of tourists forget to pack their brains when they
come here … They have that attitude of entitlement, like, “I’m here to spend money, you
must condescend to me,” and I'm not that person. I don't appreciate their attitude. If
you're coming to visit someone, you're supposed to be on your best behavior. as far as we
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were brought up. Since I don't take any kind of monetary benefit from them, so their
being here is not a benefit for me … It's crazy, it's so crazy. When you see them coming
over the bridge on Fridays and you're thinking, "What fun is this?" And then on Sundays
they're all trying to get off and you're thinking, "You're going to be sitting in traffic for
two, three hours. What fun is this?" I don't get it.
Dylan Kaplowitz: I remember falling off my bike and getting screamed up by angry
tourists … It's like it's far back, I could even remember. I am pretty sure I would have
worn a ‘fuck tourists’ T-shirt when I was like eight years old. I think I was still passionate
about it then. It's not always the case … I meet great people all over the country that are
just here visiting all the time.
Joanie Crowell: I think anytime you get people coming down on vacation, they're going to
go a little bit crazy. They're on vacation.
Kat Szmit: My problem with tourism is that a lot of people who come here aren't nice.
They're not polite. They don't have a lot of gratitude for where they're coming. That
makes it challenging because I want to enjoy my home area. Sometimes I just don't even
want to go to the beach because people are just like, "I'm here and it's mine now." I think
it's challenging because some of them really love it here and come here with that
awareness, and some of them don't seem to have the same appreciation.
Sayuri Kingsbury: Some people actually surprised we — I live here [year-round];
residents year-round; like, "How do you live?" Tourists think this is a summer place.
There's a lot of people living here year-round, but they don't see it at all. Especially with
a lot of the stores closing for the season, so they think they can't survive for this winter
here.
Susan Dimm Williams: I love being here in the off-season when I can drive downtown
and park in front of a store and see everybody I know and know everybody I see, and
then, all of a sudden, you turn a switch in June and it's like, "Holy crap, we've been
invaded."
Non-locals (aka “people from away” or the other definition of “washashores”) are
surprised when I complain about tourists. When I list off a few of my worse encounters,
they hastily assure me that they’re “not all like that.” That they’re not like the visitors
dropping trou and freely urinating into the ocean I swim in every night. They’re not like
the drunk men who followed a five-year-old me and my mother home at night. They’re
not like the summer people who sneak into our garden and steal things. But they come.
They sit in their traffic on roads designed for their convenience that often end up taking
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the lives of locals, rent houses at inflated prices after locals have been evicted from them,
spend their money at chain stores and tourist traps designed to leech money out of the
local economy, trash and overcrowd our beaches, add to the growing amount of
pollutants killing off salt marshes and local fauna, and harass us nonstop until they finally
go home without a single thought to how they affect those of us who live and work here.
They are here to take advantage of our predatory economy to sightsee and enjoy
themselves. To them, locals aren’t people and the Cape isn’t a place. It’s Vacationland,
and when they’re gone, we don’t exist. After all, as all of us have heard at one point or
another, “nobody lives here in the winter.”
Most summer people see themselves as different from the hordes of two-week
tourists. Many call themselves locals, part of the Cape community, people who genuinely
know and care about the place. And maybe they do care about the Cape. Maybe it is a
part of their identity, a home for them. They certainly have motivation to preserve and
cherish Cape Cod in a way that temporary visitors don’t. But if you ask me, they certainly
don’t know the real Cape. Their claim to fame, their supposed beneficent attitudes, last
only as long as our patience with them. In 2015, the Provincetown Board of Selectmen
passed a provision to protect locals by cutting their property taxes and raising those of
second homeowners (who, as I have established, are far wealthier than the average local).
According to an article in Wicked Local Cape Cod by reporter Peter J. Brown, second
homeowners in Provincetown responded with childish fury, almost comically villainously
threatening to withdraw donations to local nonprofits and organizations as they felt like
the townies (Provincetown locals) did not consider them part of the community. Notably,
townies were, by and large, pleased, stating that “the residential tax exemption is one step
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toward preventing the ‘Nantucketization’ of Provincetown caused by the influx of second
homeowners and investors whose houses stand empty eight or nine months of the year”
(Brown). An unnamed local business owner commented that, “This town is doomed if
something is not done. How many homes does somebody need anyway?” while another
local business owner who asked not to be named said that the dollar amount of the
property tax increase for second homeowners is “so small that it is almost meaningless. It
will not make any real difference. [The anger from second homeowners] is all about the
fact that some people are feeling singled out. They are objecting to what this symbolizes
more than anything else” (Brown). Local Steve Borkowski said the provision is “an
affirmation of the efforts of many of us who do not decamp for the winter. It sends a
message that our efforts, and our sacrifices, to keep the town viable over 12 months is
recognized” (Brown). When it is pointed out that second homeowners are not truly part
of the community, many opt to throw temper tantrums and threaten our livelihoods by
leaving over hurt feelings, showing just how wide the divide is between those of us
whose lives are dependent upon Cape Cod, and those who are little more than glorified
tourists. To draw a comparison, just like Cape Cod, in the early days of rural Swedish
tourism, the economic divide between the locals and the people from away was dramatic.
These regions, much like the old Cape, were very poor and its visitors quite well-off.
Nowadays, the latter fact hasn't changed — second homeowners are often both wealthier
and more educated, both of which gives them undue power in decision-making in the
area. This is despite the fact that much local governmental power remains largely in the
hands of locals in places where second homeowners cannot access, which second
homeowners are quite vocal about wanting to change (Marjavaara 18). As of late, second
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homeowners on Cape Cod have accomplished this by, upon retirement, changing their
primary residence to the Cape and voting against tax overrides on the town warrants
supporting essential funding for our schools. Second homeowners are not reliant upon the
community in the way that locals are — a privilege that is visible in the way these
visitors treat Cape Cod and its people.
Susan Dimm Williams: Right across the street now is a development which wasn't there a
year ago, and there are seven McMansions in there. It was clear-cut, it used to be a
beautiful apple orchard where animals used to be. It had some houses there, a couple of
little houses and now it's seven McMansions. These are people who are not going to live
here year round. They clear-cut everything, they spray weed killer on everything because
they had these special gardens. They're not going to add anything to the community
because they don't live here, but they're going to feel like they're entitled to everything …
the Cape's made up of people who live here full-time. The second homeowners and then
the tourists. These second homeowners have an attitude of like, "Well, we own a house
here. We pay property taxes, therefore, we are entitled to whatever." Everything they
want. They have an attitude of like, "Well, this is our place. We live here." As a local, my
feeling is, "No, you don't. You have another house that you live in, you vote from
wherever that is, you pay your income tax from wherever that is. That has nothing to do
with you actually being a resident here. The only thing you do here is pay property taxes
which are not very high." That's hard to deal with and I can't criticize them too much
because they're my clientele … the second homeowners are predominantly my clientele.
The local people support me, but they don't have the disposable income. The second
homers have the disposable income, so they definitely have this attitude of, “The Cape is
mine, I live here.” But, they're not here in January. They don't have kids in the school
system, they're not paying for the school system or the police … In my town, it's really
interesting because the feeling is that it's very conservative and it's very Republican and
yet it always votes Democratic. The reason for that is that the people who are voting live
here year round are the ones who are very open minded and democratic. The second
homers who live here for part of the year don't vote here and they're the ones who were
very conservative. A huge number of them have legal residencies in Florida for tax
reasons. They're very conservative and they're very Republican because of that. It's
interesting.
Sayuri Kingsbury: The yearly residents, especially retirement people, they don't need the
money or they don't make the money, so they just live here. They don't spend the money
either. They just hang in there. Again, we need more yearly residents here, that's what I
feel like.
Dylan Kaplowitz: Even if you come here every single summer and maybe if you own
some property, not that that's helping the housing market at all whatsoever but, I don't
know, I feel like at least if you have something to lose, you'll treat the Cape a little bit
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nicer. I appreciate that as opposed to the people who just roll up for a weekend and
throw their trash on the side of 6.
Katie Armstrong: My mom used to be a parking enforcement inspector for the town of
Barnstable. She would have to go down there and she would ticket the people who live
there in the summer because they would park wherever they wanted. Because they felt
like they were entitled to it. They would get in fights with her about like, ‘no, you can't
come in and tell us what to do,’ which is ridiculous. She would be like, "No. This is the
town of Barnstable. I work for them. You can't come in in the summer and just decide that
you want to do whatever you want to do … ” Because they come in. They have all these
money. They feel as if they can do whatever they want to do because, oh, they live here
for less than six months of the year. They consider themselves part of the Cape Cod
community. I can't tell you the number of times that I've run into someone at school or
something and they're like, "Oh. I'm from Cape Cod." Then I'm like, "Oh, where?"
They're like, "My family has a summer house in Chatham or wherever." You're like, "Oh
no, you're not from Cape Cod. You're a summer person."
The privilege of being a second homeowner here is the ability to have a life,
shelter, and identity outside of the Cape. Locals are stuck here in the midst of all of the
problems caused by these visitors; meanwhile, second homeowners can escape the
housing, substance abuse, and environmental issues by simply driving over the bridge
back home. They may say that they care about the Cape and its people, or that it is a part
of their identity, but at the end of the day, we are disposable to them. If part-time
residents truly had a commitment to the Cape, maybe they’d think twice about leaving a
house to stand empty on stolen land for months while locals struggle to find housing.
Maybe they’d realize that their presence here, no matter their intentions, is one of the
largest causes of our environmental crisis and work towards financial restitution. Maybe
they’d stop cutting funding for local schools and infrastructure. Maybe they’d attempt to
foster a relationship with the problems on the Cape and try to be part of the solution;
circulate some of their nest eggs into the local community, help out some locals dealing
with addiction or homelessness or the cost of an education. Maybe they’d stop tearing
apart the Cape to build more and more McMansions that are doomed to pour as much
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refuse into the sea as possible before collapsing in a watery grave of their own design.
But they call themselves locals and wonder why the rest of us say, “summer people, some
are not.”
The most critical question for many Cape Codders at this point in our history is
the issue of housing. We are dealing with a massive deficit of year-round rentals and
affordable housing caused primarily by inflation from second homeowners and the
widening national gap between the wealthy and everybody else, as well as a massive
boom in the summer rental industry and poor land and housing management (Quinn and
Coxe). In the 1980s, the Cape saw a housing boom with lots of houses under $100,000
being built. The bubble eventually popped, and the 1990s saw a combination of layoffs
within building companies and pressure to maximize land use. The founding of the Cape
Cod Land Bank in the early 2000s as well as the '08 recession both somewhat put the
brakes on the frenzied building (Tarcy). As New York and Boston snapped back
relatively quickly following the Great Recession, the Cape struggled to recover — the
well-off cities created a demand for second homes that the economically weakened Cape
was all too happy to fulfill (“Regional Housing Market Analysis” 13).
Now, in the 2010s, development is slowly rising again, although it is "ninety
percent" rebuilding and renovation, which is where most builders make their money.
Traditional Cape Cod homes are being destroyed and quickly replaced by absurdly
ostentatious mansions built to suit the wealthy (Tarcy). Forty-one percent percent of all
houses on Cape Cod are seasonal, or part-time, occupied by people from away who flood
in en masse for a few weeks in the summer and left to stand empty for the rest of the year
(“Cape Cod Second Homeowners” 8). July and August are the busiest months out of the
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year for second homeowners — their population skyrockets to an estimated 200,000
visitors, as seen in Figure 5.

Figure 5: Second Home Population Estimate, Barnstable County
(“Regional Housing Market Analysis” 41).

The housing market on Cape Cod is geared towards these second homeowners, and, as a
direct result of their presence here, our local housing industry has descended into chaos.
The Cape and Islands are home to the largest percentages of second homes in the whole
state (see fig. 6).
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Figure 6: Second Home Population Estimate, Barnstable County
(“Regional Housing Market Analysis” 41).

Cape Cod is home to 50% of Massachusetts’s second houses. Seventy-two
percent of these second homes on the Cape stand empty for the majority of the year
(Ramachandran 13). Second homeowners live in their Cape houses an average of just 102
days out of the year, or 27.95% (“Cape Cod Second Homeowners” 23). To get a sense of
the wealth gap between locals and summer people, in a study conducted by the Cape Cod
Commission, it was found that approximately 70% of second homeowners on Cape Cod
have a pre-tax income of $100,000 or more. Twenty-nine percent of these have a
bachelor’s degree, and 51% have graduate degrees. Most (44%) second houses on the
Cape have three bedrooms, the county average for summer homes. The average second
home household was found to be two adults, sixty-five years old, with no children living
there (“Cape Cod Second Homeowners” 16). Some may argue that this population brings
wealth to the Cape and its economy — almost three quarters of respondents in a survey of
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second homeowners said they regularly participate in cultural activities or donate to
organizations, more than 70% said they go to at least one cultural event a year, and
almost all bought building supplies, groceries, and gardening materials for their second
house locally (“Cape Cod Second Homeowners” 7). However, the reality is that their
contributions to our communities are mostly surface-level, and the bulk of their money
and energy is invested elsewhere. For example, 61% of second homeowners and potential
future retirees do not plan to work on Cape Cod when they move here full-time; and
28%, 46%, 48% (“Cape Cod Second Homeowners” 37), and 42% of second homeowners
use off-Cape banks, investment services, accountants, and insurance services,
respectively (“Cape Cod Second Homeowners” 38). The majority of these people
contribute little (if any) time, effort, or energy to our communities. Instead, they choose
to take up space and, regardless of their intentions, remain responsible for the Cape’s
massive housing crisis, giving next to nothing back in taxes to this community.
Somewhat staggeringly, the Cape’s property tax is a measly 0.776%. For comparison, the
Massachusetts average is 1.21% (“Massachusetts Property Tax Calculator”). However,
the Barnstable County total expenditure per pupil in 2017 was $15,579.58, less than the
Massachusetts average of $15,911.38 (“Per Pupil Expenditures Statewide Report”). A
common justification for the second home economy is that they spend very little time on
Cape and don’t use many services, but still have to pay property taxes. If this is the case,
then why are property taxes so disproportionately low in comparison to how much the
county is paying for education? The math behind this argument just doesn’t add up.
Clearly, Cape Cod has a glut of rich, entitled retirees attracted by our beautiful
scenery. This disproportionately wealthy population has had dire effects for our
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community as a whole, causing economic problems throughout the Cape as well as mass
displacement and gentrification. The Cape’s economic problems and our housing
crisis/reliance on second homeownership are inextricable, as rising home and property
values causes inflation across all sectors while also increasing property taxes for locals
(Marjavaara 2, 14). Figure 7 depicts the process of urban-to-rural gentrification and
displacement commonly found in tourist and second home destinations.

Figure 7: Second Home Induced Displacement (Marjavaara 30).

Housing costs on Cape Cod have shot up dramatically as of late, directly correlated to the
trend in second homeownership. According to statistics, one acre of land on Cape Cod
has increased in price from $500 to $50,000 from 1940 to 1975, a hundredfold increase in
a period of just thirty-five years (Cumbler). At this point, locals working in any field can
no longer afford to buy an average-priced home on Cape Cod. While this is no trouble for
the majority of summer people, who, as previously stated, ~70% of are making $100,000
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or more every year (“Cape Cod Second Homeowners” 5), the required minimum annual
salary to buy a house on Cape Cod (assuming a 40-hour workweek) is just shy of $80,000
(see fig. 8).

Figure 8: Barnstable County: 2015 Average Wages by Sector and Owner
Housing Wage (“Regional Housing Market Analysis” 116)

The effects of our seasonal economy and inflation from second homeownership are grave
— it is currently impossible to purchase a median priced house on the Cape with current
average local wages.
Dylan Kaplowitz: I don't see how — my parents bought a house when they were young. It
was a fixer upper and it was cheap. It's like, there's barely any of that anymore. It's like,
if we even rented for five years of my life, it might have just completely fucked up
everything. I don't see how people can really thrive in that nowadays without being rich.
It doesn't seem possible … It's like, how hard do you have to work and how long do you
have to be here before you can just have somewhere to sleep at night and not be
completely broke at any given time? …
Sayuri Kingsbury: … the housing — it’s still — I like what it is right now, but in the
summertime, there's people coming in. I don't want to have summer houses here. If you
want to live here, you should be here year round. I don't want to have extra houses just
for summer, so that's more what I say. If you need to build a house, that's fine, but I don't
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want to leave it in the wintertime still empty. That doesn't mean anything. Yeah, I don't
like too much about it … wasting. That's what it is …
Phil Inman: The joke on Quivet Neck is, okay, so how much is this cottage that they're
putting up is going to cost? It's going to be one million or is it going to be 4.5?
Cape Cod’s seasonal economy has created a booming rental industry. However,
its focus on summer visitors combined with the increasingly outrageous costs of
homeownership are leaving locals without homes. As of late, more and more people have
been selling their houses or converting them from year-round into seasonal rentals to
make a profit (Ramachandran 13). From 2012-2018, the Cape lost 3,800 year-round
housing units and gained 6,600 seasonal and rental units (Ramachandran 13). The
demographic causing this phenomenon and buying up all the houses to either rent or use
part-time is reportedly majority “non-residents and investors,” not locals (Quinn and
Coxe 2). While 38% of homes in Massachusetts are year-round rentals, only 21% of Cape
houses are (Ramachandran 2). Additionally, “In rough numbers, Cape Cod added 13,000
new housing units from 2000 to 2010, of which 9,000 were classified as seasonally
vacant. Based on available data, Barnstable County lost 3,800 year-round units in the last
six years and gained 6,600 seasonal homes, highlighting the issue of conversion”
(Ramachandran 13). This has created a glut of summer rental housing that is both
inaccessible and unaffordable for local year-rounders. Rental costs, like almost all homes
on Cape Cod, are also completely unsustainably priced. While it is still possible for those
in higher-paying sectors to rent housing on Cape Cod, it is becoming more and more
difficult for locals to survive here thanks to inflation and decreasing housing and rental
stock (see fig. 9).
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Figure 9: Barnstable County: 2015 Average Wages by Sector and Renter Housing Wage
(“Regional Housing Market Analysis” 114).

This increase in price is creating problems for locals looking to find housing. Because
housing on Cape is so expensive, more and more young people are forced to move away,
fewer working people are deciding to move to the Cape, and those who do choose to stay
and work here are often priced out of the county. Over a quarter of year-round workers
live off-Cape and commute (Ramachandran 3). This phenomenon is making it harder for
business who will not pay for housing to keep employees on-Cape and, by extension, stay
open year-round. While this exodus is largely associated with Cape youth, clearly, it is
rendering locals across the board vulnerable (see fig. 10).
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Figure 10: Declining Rate of Workforce Moving to the Cape (Ramachandran 4).

The fact that many workers live off-Cape means that our economy is losing what they
would pay in rent (an estimated $8.4 million to $16.8 million from just 2011 to 2015)
plus tax revenue and whatever these people would circulate back into local businesses
(Ramachandran 98). This also raises the question of what profits made by landlords (not
all of whom are local, as stated above) are actually circulating back into the Cape Cod
economy. Unfortunately for landlords, this enterprise is not nearly as profitable as they
would expect. An estimate from WeNeedaVacation.com representative Jeff Talmadge
puts the percentage of landlords profiting from summer rentals at 1% (Quinn and Coxe
11). Nonetheless, the majority of houses on Cape Cod are not available for year-round
housing, as “only 4% of second-home owners [rent] their property year-round, with 18%
renting it weekly during the summer season, and only 7% of second-home owners
reported someone renting year-round in their accessory unit on the same property”
(Ramachandran 13). The dependable flood of summer visitors combined with an unstable
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get-it-while-you-can economy has led to this mass conversion of potential year-round
housing, rental or otherwise, into breathtakingly expensive seasonal rentals that, in the
long run, do little for the Cape’s economy and absolutely nothing for its year-round
residents.
Katie Armstrong: Definitely, [development is] pushing people of lower incomes out
because, a lot of people with more money are coming in, and either buying houses or
knocking down — buying houses for the land, knocking down the smaller houses and
building these huge brand new homes … It's definitely affecting housing availability on
the Cape, which is a problem for a lot of people including for my family. We rent houses,
as I think I mentioned before, have been renting since my parents got divorced when I
was in fourth grade, pretty long time ago, and the rental prices have absolutely
skyrocketed since then. Luckily, the past few years, we've been in the house with the
landlord who is okay with not raising our rent the exorbitant amount that he definitely
could, for which we're very lucky and very thankful, but we're at a point where we're
trying to find more stable housing. We're definitely at a point where we're trying to find
more stable housing because our landlord could come to us any day and say he wants to
sell the house. It's happened before, we lived in my grandmother's rented house’s one
bedroom, less than eight hundred square foot basement apartment for half a year when I
was in high school. It was not ideal. I mean, it was definitely doable; we had a roof over
our heads and that was great. Not ideal, also not legal, so … whoops. We made it work,
but ideally would like to find stable housing. With everyone that's coming in, and
basically driving the market higher and higher, because these rich people are coming
and willing to pay more and more for these houses; build them either on the lots or take
them and leave them empty half the year. Which is ridiculous and not okay for people
who are living on the Cape trying to make a living with the job shortage that we have, or
the mainly summer job market that we have through tourism. A lot of people commute
off-Cape to Boston which is pretty ridiculous, and long and very expensive. I did it for
one summer and I would not do it again. My family has just basically been looking for
really creative ways to stay here because my brother still is in high school. Ideally, we
would like to stay in the area, it's where my brother and I lived our whole lives. I don't
remember not living on the Cape because I was nine months old when I came here,
although I am technically a washashore. This is where we want to be and where we want
to stay, and where we've grown up and we all have friends, and my mom knows the
community. That might not be possible; we're trying to make it work, trying to be super
creative about it. Luckily, we have the time and the means to be creative about it because
our landlord isn't making our rent skyrocket. Again, as he definitely could; he definitely
could get more money for it, but we're just really, really lucky and it's like riding on that
luck right now and that's not an option that most people have … Just with the, the
housing and rental markets which have gone crazy especially with people buying summer
homes and leaving them empty for the majority of the year coming down for maybe a few
weeks, maybe the summer and just leaving them there. Leaving them there, not only does
it take out pretty valuable land and buildings that people need to live and survive here.
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It's not like it's providing any more jobs. I mean there are caretakers for these homes but
that's like one caretaker that gets a job per home. My mom actually used to do that. She
used to care take for a summer person's home when she first got divorced and that was
what she did … the locals who are living here, working for [summer people], like
working year-round trying to scrape by and make a living because they can't afford their
houses and their rents that are skyrocketing because of the summer people who are
coming in. That’s disgusting. It's disgusting.
Kat Szmit: Housing is a huge problem and finding something affordable, manageable is
becoming almost impossible. It's very difficult for people to be able to afford a twobedroom apartment especially on some of the incomes here like working an hourly job.
Working as a service worker or even a contractor, it's really challenging. A lot is given
toward the tourism industry and not enough attention is given to the need for housing. A
lot of people assume that low-income housing are a certain class of people, and I
appreciate taking the time to talk to them and say I'm that person. I need low-income
housing. I need affordable housing. I need something that won't kill me when I'm trying
to make my rent. Which is why I've moved or I'm in the process of moving because I can't
afford where I was living in Yarmouth. It got to the point where it was almost twice some
of my friends mortgages for rent, which is just silly … It is very hard for me to drive down
roads and see houses that get completely shut off after a certain date. It's hard for me to
have friends that are literally moving every October and May because they can only rent
seasonally and that's becoming a lot of the cases that it's hard to find year-round place to
live. A lot of times, people are buying up the houses, renting them seasonally, and then
come tourist season, they have to find another place to stay. Which is super challenging,
or they have to just leave the Cape, which is not ideal … When I needed to find a place to
live in 2006, after getting a divorce, it was actually pretty easy and not stupidly
expensive. I was able to find a year-on apartment. I was able to find one at a decent
price. The company that I rented from, actually, was very active and took care of the
property very well. Then over the years, it just started to become more about how high
the rent can be and less about what they were doing for their clients and the people that
were renting from them. I've seen a lot of that happen. I've seen a lot of people turn more
toward the money side. They buy a second home not because they're going to be in it but
because they can rent it and get lots of money, and maybe staying in a week out of the
year … I think, what needs to happen, I said it before, I will say it again, the big thing
that people need to pay attention to is housing because if you don't have places for your
people to live, they can't live here. Then, your economy is gone because if you can't live
here, you can't work here. No one's going to commute from Fall River. No one's going to
commute from New Bedford and Boston. They're going to go to work somewhere else and
live somewhere else. That's becoming more common than not.
Anita Mother Bear Peters: … you can't afford it. If your rent is over $1,000 a month and
you just have a basic job, it's just impossible to live here.
Cape Cod’s attitudes towards housing are reflected in our physical landscape.
Zoning regulations and the focus on housing visiting families or summer people mean
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that the housing options on the Cape are remarkably limited: 82% of homes available are
detached single units, or single-family homes, and most regulations on the Cape specify
that homes must have a minimum of one to two acres of space around them, which drives
the cost of a home up. As a result of these regulations, we’ve run out of room for more
building (Quinn and Coxe 14-15). Houses are visibly shifting from traditional, smaller
Cape Cods to unnecessarily lavish and impractical McMansions designed for wealthy
families, driving the prices of homes up due to environmental regulations and increased
material costs (Tarcy). As Matt Teague of REEF builders says, “We might be building
ourselves into a bunch of houses that don’t allow normal people to live here” (Tarcy).
Some developers (such as John Bologna, president and CEO of Coastal Engineering) and
organizations like the Housing Assistance Corporation (who are working to promote
alternative housing options on the Cape) are arguing that building concentrated
developments is the solution to the housing crisis.
It’s a complicated issue. Developing more lower-income housing is a great
solution in the short term, one that many organizations and housing advocates on Cape
Cod are passionately pursuing. The priority is getting people in houses, and
unfortunately, too many people on the Cape would happily prohibit lower-income
development while allowing the development of large new houses and summer rental
homes to continue unchecked. The Cape is often split into two factions. On the one hand,
preservationists want to “save the old Cape,” which translates into retirees and their
lavish retirement homes, the Cape’s natural open spaces, and old Cape Cod cultural
conservatism being left alone. Their model for Cape progress does not deal with the
issues of locals being pushed off-Cape or going homeless, driven onto the streets or into
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the woods in a generational tradition and forced out of camps every year by a barelysympathetic coalition of Barnstable public officials with nothing else for them but a
single shelter (Spillane, “Officials Tear Down Homeless Camps”). On the other hand,
developers and pro-growth people care about expanding the Cape’s most profitable (in
the short term) industries that will draw in money from people from away without
sustaining local industries or helping locals stay here. Both of those paths will lead us to
disaster.
Another wrench in the works is the way affordable housing development
regulations in Massachusetts are structured. Chapter 40 B allows otherwise-prohibited
development to bypass regulations under the condition that “at least 20-25% of the units
have long-term affordability restrictions” (“Chapter 40 B Planning and Information”).
The problem with this is that it allows developers to rake in the profits from even more
razing of land and regulatorily nonstandard housing, the majority of which can be bought
and sold at ridiculously inflated prices. The incentive to build housing is there; the
problem is that it’s designed to be taken advantage of to the detriment of anyone affected
by the housing market on Cape Cod and anyone seeking affordable housing.
Changing the zoning regulation is a shortsighted answer to a long-term question.
Proposing to solve the housing crisis by building more densely concentrated lowerincome housing will house locals, but create more problems for the future. This plan will
further exacerbate the problem of gentrification that we are currently dealing with. When
looking at the statistics of second homeownership on Cape Cod, it is easy to see that if
this higher-density route is pursued, the Cape will descend into an even more
economically segregated gentrified hellscape where lower-income locals are crammed

47

into the few apartments set aside for them in concentrated urban-style high rises in
overdeveloped areas while the wealthy summer people continue to enjoy their mansions
on sprawling properties in more desirable areas for a few weeks out of the year. As
obvious as it sounds, the Cape’s problem isn’t that we don’t have enough housing for
low-income locals — it’s that we have too many houses. Houses that, more often than
not, stand empty. Houses belonging to wealthy visitors with no stake in the community’s
future, often openly advocating for making it harder for locals to live here. Houses that
are bastions of wealth and waste, spewing pollutants into our waters and hogging
precious resources such as water, land, and energy.
It is undeniable that there are not enough affordable houses for locals, and
requiring an acre of private land per house may seem wasteful when that land could be
put to other uses. These are issues that need addressing, and right now, we do need more
lower-income housing to be built. But, in the long run (which is quickly becoming
shorter), we need to do more than just build more — we need to take back the land and
redistribute it to locals. It is notable that John Bologna is one of the biggest proponents of
this form of large-scale industrial development, as well as a major force in development
and building on Cape Cod, and stands to make a lot of money off of this. When push
comes to shove, profiting off of the housing crisis is the crux of the issue for too many on
Cape Cod. Second homeownership has been allowed to continue unchecked while we
simultaneously build more and more developments that cater to a few low-income
families while marketing mostly to the wealthy. All of this, under the guise of zoning
reform advocacy, is just another ploy for the powerful and wealthy to maintain their
status while locals suffer. If we want real change, we have to address the root of the
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problem by directly dealing with overdevelopment, second homeownership, and wealth
disparity on Cape Cod through redistribution of land, property, and assets.
Anita Mother Bear Peters: I think they should stop — put a moratorium on any more
building, especially if all the houses — they're building a lot of these assisted living
places for people with memory loss. If they're not filled, then don't build any more. We've
got two of them here, they just built a new one and the other ones are not filled, so why
are you building a whole new one? Like you said, there's houses, two-thirds of them are
not occupied except for maybe two weeks in the summertime. Don't build no more houses.
We're way over capacity right now. Certainly, don't build another bridge.
Phyllis Horton: My problem with all of the housing is that we're [not] building housing
for disadvantaged people … people from away are buying up these large tracts of
property. If they can build these developments that would not pass muster, but they put it
in affordable housing in two or three units, and then they sell the rest of them at market
value … I know that when they built the [new development] in Dennis Port, right on the
big curve that Dennis Police had to make a call later, right shortly after it was built. It
was built by people from Fall River, who were developers. One of them [the police] went
to answer the call and the other one sat in the car, and he ran all the license plates that
were in the parking lot. One of them was from Brewster, all the rest of them were from
Fall River. Those people in Fall River had people waiting for other projects that they
were building in different places. This one opened up and they just filled it up with all
those people. It was filled up overnight. That doesn't help anybody on Cape Cod that's
disadvantaged … Well, the fact is that they couldn't afford the house that these people
from New York have anyway. That would never be affordable housing when you've got an
eight-bedroom house. They probably shouldn't have been built in the first place.
Second homeownership, more often than not, is quickly followed by
gentrification. Gentrification, often associated with more urban regions, is a complicated
issue to discuss in regards to Cape Cod. The Cape, without tourism and second
homeownership, would be a declining rural economy. The phenomenon of tourist
capitalism has brought some of us locals the means to live here as well as the
revitalization of many of our villages. The increase in housing values, for example,
means that locals who are leaving the area can sell their homes for a higher price
(Marjavaara 27). However, this comes at a steep cost for many. Economic segregation on
Cape Cod (and, indeed, throughout the nation) is starker than ever; with north Dennis and
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Quivet Neck, most of Chatham, Osterville, part of Sandwich, and sections of Falmouth
standing as excellent examples of elite gentrified communities. These regions have
established themselves as attractive destinations for wealthy second homeowners and
have effectively priced out most locals. It is common (both on- and off-Cape) for one to
see racial and economic segregation in tourist areas with high rates of second
homeownership. It has been noted that second homeowners from one region tend to buy
second homes together in a different region, creating geographic divisions of ethnic,
cultural, economic, and/or racial natures. This leads to further problems in an already
notably economically and racially segregated region (Marjavaara 19). Without a doubt,
Cape Cod needs help. However, those on-Cape focused on “revitalizing” our villages
care more about attracting more wealthy retirees, second homeowners, and tourists than
creating a year-round community. We need development focused on year-round
sustainability. We need community centers, performing arts venues, farmer’s markets,
and better schools. We need to focus on what we, the locals, need year-round instead of
chasing the money from second homeowners and retirees that will never, in any sense,
truly enrich the Cape.
My mother, driving with me through our town, told me that when she was young,
Dennis Port’s Main Street was filled with small, locally-owned stores. There was a
grocery that she would walk down to and a pharmacy with a little café that sold hot dogs
and shakes. Now the street is lined with a yoga shop run by wealthy white women who
wear “Namaste” shirts, a tarot shop with HomeGoods Buddha heads in the windows,
galleries far out of the price range of locals that pump out fish sculptures and paintings of
the seaside. There’s nothing left for us anymore. Route 134, the south side of Dennis’s
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link to the north and Route 6, features a large wooden sign that dedicates the road to real
estate developer Charlie Chamberlain. This patch of 134 is a desolate asphalt strip of
chain gas stations, realty offices, and supermarkets; a pallet emblazoned with Trump
signs sits right next to the first of many traffic lights. Chamberlain once stood at the head
of Town Meeting and vowed to “plow under Dennis Port town.” And so he has.
The Cape is not unique in facing this issue — places throughout the US, both
rural towns struggling to get by following a decline in local industry (such as coal or
fishing) and cities lacking support and feeling the effects of harmful infrastructure (such
as redlining or environmental racism) are at the mercy of wealthy elites who “discover”
and subsequently “revitalize” them, effectively destroying both the local culture and
economy and driving out the locals. With rural areas, it is common for wealthy and
educated out-of-towners to force out poorer and less educated locals and indigenous
people, which can even affect local industries. For example, some dairy farmers in the
U.S. have had to vacate their fields and hometowns as vacation houses took over wouldbe farmland (Marjavaara 24). One can see a similar issue on Cape Cod with our fishing
industry. As many locals are forced out of the area thanks to skyrocketing housing costs,
or as working Cape Codders become more reliant on precarious tourism work, it is harder
to survive on Cape Cod as a fisherman. Clearly, fishing and shellfishing on Cape Cod has
suffered as a direct result of local displacement and pollution, on top of the issues with its
lack of regulation.
Forced displacement, particularly of working-class and young people, can be seen
all over the Cape. The increased economic strain caused by second homeowners drives
out vulnerable locals who are quickly replaced by people whose money easily fills the
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void left by the departed. Cape Cod is not alone in these struggles — other picturesque
rural areas, such as Sweden, are dealing with the same problems of inflation,
gentrification, and conflict over land use.
The situation is described as being especially severe in areas where the
demand for second homes is high, combined with limited supply … [such
as] in closely-confined villages and small islands, where the possibilities
for new developments are limited. According to the Swedish Rural
Development Agency, ‘the displacement means that these places
increasingly become only seasonally inhabited, causing an undermining of
the services such as grocery stores, post offices and schools, further
making the places unattractive for permanent residents’ … A negative
spiral arises and the second home destinations increasing [sic] evolve into
elite landscapes or sanctuaries for the wealthy, characterised by a seasonal
upswing. (Marjavaara 23)
Our increasing dependency on the money of second homeowners, retirees, and tourists
creates a self-destructive ouroboros of overdevelopment in seasonal industries, fastconsumption businesses, and bourgeois overpriced luxury industries, and
underdevelopment which ushers in outright neglect in sustainable, local, resident-focused
resources and industries. Take, for example, the housing industry itself. As previously
stated, the building business has transformed into a 90% renovations- and redevelopmentfocused industry (Tarcy). The market for this has been designed with wealthy retirees and
second homeowners in mind, leading to a shutting-out of locals seeking housing,
renovations increasing the costs of materials on Cape Cod, and the production of massive
amounts of waste. While our visitor-focused development may generate profits for a few
locals fortunate enough to be involved in real estate and development long-term, the rest
of us lose.
Dylan Kaplowitz: I take it on a case to case basis, because some of these new businesses
that never would have existed before the gentrification, at least I see how some of them
can benefit families on Cape. When I was growing up in the winter, there was literally
nothing to do. All I would do is get myself in trouble. All that people slightly older than
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me would do is drugs and drink and that's how it's been forever. I can kind of see some
new assets being built on Cape; like, slight amounts of actual community existing year
round, which I guess maybe existed before and I wasn't a part of it. It's tough to tell but
at least I can see how some things keep people sane in the winter in the way that they
might not have been before. But then you've got just the absolute ridiculous things like
petitions to close the needle exchange in Hyannis and tourists writing articles talking
about how seeing those sorts of things in Hyannis is ruining their perception of the Cape.
‘I've been coming to the Cape … every summer for 10 years and now there's a needle
exchange right across from where we stay’ and they want to close it! I don't know what a
revitalization committee is, I'm going to be honest with you, but if that's revitalization
then I don't want to be on that committee, honestly.
Katie Armstrong: I'm thinking a lot about like the village of Osterville where I was
initially from, and we went to church in the more wealthy part of the village. We would
always drive down this road called Wianno Avenue and over time, the houses went from
either small to modern-size houses, they would be knocked down and built up. It's
happening with a lot of the smaller neighborhoods in Osterville; Hyannis as well,
especially near the waterfront is being gentrified a lot. Those are the two main places
where it really sticks out to me, although it is happening everywhere. I just remember
Osterville when I used to go to church and my mom's friend used to live in Hyannis when
he was alive. His neighborhood was changing drastically and he had been here his whole
life and was on the police department for a while and retired and worked as a parking
enforcement inspector … I think that people are basically — they're like, “Oh yeah, we
want to clean this up for the good of the whole community” without providing those longterm affordable housing options that are rent-stabilized, for people who can't deal with
as things become gentrified and the prices get raised and the area get raised higher and
higher because more and more people want to live there, who can't afford to live there
and move in from other places. There's basically no safety net for those people who can't
afford to go along with the rising rents as places become more and more popular,
especially with — [laughs] especially with predominantly white wealthy communities.
And younger [communities], too, I feel is always usually has to do with gentrification.
Susan Dimm Williams: I live in the poor part, or the less expensive part of Chatham, and
I live on not a great road. This is not the great end of the road and still now there are
these big mansions across the street. It's just kind of destroyed it. It's tough in the sense
that if I tried to come here now and buy a house, I couldn't do it. I could not afford to live
here, my house is now worth seven times what I paid for it. It's sad because there's young
families who cannot afford to be here. I have an apartment upstairs that has never been
empty a day because I keep the rent really low. I get people asking me all the time to rent
it because they have nowhere to go and they're young families. It's sad, it's really sad …
Now, they're even talking about merging High Ridges and Chatham's Elementary School,
because there're not enough kids, because young families cannot live here. The
McMansions are driving them out. The biggest houses have the least amount of usage,
and that's just a crime. If I drive around in January, the big houses are completely empty
and it's sad, it's really sad … I mean, there's a housing crisis on the Cape and yet we
have all these houses that are empty. All the time, most of the time.
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Another byproduct of all of this development is environmental degradation. The
ecosystems of Cape Cod are in the crosshairs of both incredible pollution from poor
infrastructure choices and the consequences of an underregulated fishing industry. Cape
Codders are in a precarious situation — not only are we going to be one of the first
casualties of sea level rise, we’re actively contributing to the destruction of our home.
Colonialism and subsequent overdevelopment have ushered in an era of, to put it
bluntly, pollution and filth. The early 1800s saw mass environmental devastation in the
name of farming, fishing, and general ‘progress.’ After our environment began showing
the strains of these industries, the Cape was hit with economic problems it chose to solve
by creating a second home and tourism industry (Cumbler). The general consensus was
that tourism was good for the environment because trees began growing again on land
occupied by second homeowners. The marshlands were razed to build more and more
housing, the industry grew, and tourist-focused developmental changes started to take a
toll. Traffic worsened with no infrastructural relief, salt and pollutants seeped into our
groundwater, nitrogen poured into our waters, erosion accelerated, and ecosystems were
endangered (Cumbler).
And yet, this form of development has only accelerated due to the demands of the
Cape’s visitors. The establishment of the vacationer real estate market led to an influx of
dangerous building which has continued to this day:
Part of the problem was that those that came to the Cape brought to it an
ambivalent attitude with them. On the one hand they wanted from the
Cape an escape from the crowds and complications of modern urban
society. At the same time they wanted many of the services and
conveniences of modern urban society. Yet those things carried with them
a large environmental footprint. Restaurants came to believe they had to
have generous servings of water and ice, air conditioning, and fruits and
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vegetables exotic to the region. Motels and hotels needed pools and
expansive fescue grass lawns, daily clean linens and limitless hot showers.
Summer people not only expected beaches and landscapes, but the stores
and conveniences of the city as well. People expected to have all the
amenities they were escaping from in the city, dishwashing machines,
garbage disposals, long hot showers, electric or gas clothes driers [sic], air
conditioning, heated enclosed garages and lush green well fertilized lawns.
As in the case of the new hotels and restaurants these homes left a
significantly greater footprint on the Cape’s fragile environment.
(Cumbler)
Our unwillingness to attack this issue at its root has only compounded the issues that
could’ve been solved years ago. Almost 85% of Cape houses still use on-site septic
systems to filter our waste, which don’t remove nitrogen and it goes straight back into the
ocean. The septic plants we do have are old, outdated, and do a bad job of removing
nitrogen (Montgomery 123). Nitrogen, produced by sewage, is dangerous to Cape sea
life. Eelgrass, a native Cape sea plant, is home to lots of local marine species. However,
our eelgrass is rapidly being destroyed and replaced by smelly, choking algae that thrives
on nitrogen (Montgomery 123). Cape bays and ponds have been hit the hardest, as the
tides of Nantucket Sound aren’t strong enough to properly clean them out (Zezima). This
excess of nitrogen is, in large part, our own fault. As of 2011, 44% of the Cape was
developed (Montgomery 122) with 160,000 (Montgomery 123) homes on the Cape.
Thirty-nine percent of the land was still protected and 17% available for development
(Montgomery 122). We are approaching maximum buildout. However, if we continue
with our current infrastructural plan, things are only going to get worse. Poorly-designed
wastewater infrastructure has led to anti-high-density zoning regulations (Montgomery
129): “Conservation through land preservation and growth control policies, such as lowdensity housing, works well but only up to the point where groundwater and private
septic systems become too close to each other, when roads become clogged, and habitat
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on privately held land becomes developed. At that point, land becomes scarce and
therefore more expensive, and the cycle of dependency on a seasonal economy becomes
reinforced” (“Regional Housing Market Analysis” 18). This misinformed attitude isn’t
new: towns on the Cape didn’t take advantage of the state’s sewer subsidization program
in the ’60s and ’70s due to (completely valid) concerns over a possible influx of people
from away. However, as we now know, this didn’t stop them from coming and relying on
our on-site septics (Zezima). Seventy percent of second homes are located within just one
mile of the seashore (Ramachandran 14). This is a problem not only because of septic
pollution, but also erosion, water contamination, and the privatization of coastal land
(Marjavaara 16). Cape Cod is mostly made up of sand, a porous material that doesn’t
process contamination and pollution well and offers little filtration. Our drinking water
largely comes from one shallow reservoir just below us and is directly at risk from our
poor infrastructural choices (Montgomery 123).
All of this has caught up to us quickly — the environmental situation on Cape
Cod requires our immediate attention if we are to mitigate the effects of the last few
centuries. As of September 2015, Cape Cod needed “up to 87%” nitrogen reductions
(“EPA Press Release”). Towns in Barnstable County have been looking for a solution to
our terrible sewers for years, but we are only just now (in Spring 2019) at the point where
our local governments are ready to propose a regional wastewater treatment plant
(Spillane, “Barnstable: Wastewater Plan in the Works”). Change on Cape Cod comes
slowly, if it comes at all. The decisions we have made in the past were destroying our
environment then and are continuing to do so now. The only reason this is still happening
is because the comforts of people who don’t even live here were prioritized above the
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well-being of locals. First, the unchecked greed of colonial settlers targeted Indigenous
Cape Codders, and now every single person living here is in danger thanks to real estate
developers and unregulated pollution on a massive scale. Decisions were made by those
in control of the land and its infrastructure that are threatening the existence of Cape Cod
as we know it.
Katie Armstrong: Like, ‘come live like this for a little while. Look how beautiful and
quaint and wonderful it is.’ It's like, yes, we have these amazing beaches, and amazing
natural places, don't get me wrong. But it's like, what is that doing? It's eventually
ruining our natural resources, not protecting them either. Yeah … Yes. My first thought is
environmental racism. The — Barnstable's — I forgot what they call it. Water treatment
facility? Where they take the wastewater and turn it into [potable water]. It's wastewater,
so it smells. Guess where it's located? One block away from the most socioeconomically
deprived neighborhood in all of Barnstable. Also considered by a lot of people to be the
scariest.
John Pina: The Conservation Trust and the Conservation — and the towns, they did a
good job to try preserve. They're buying up land to preserve it. They're doing a good job.
Phyllis Horton: Just the way it used to be. Not having more open space. I grew up where
there was a house here, here, and here and then there was a bunch of woods and then
another house, and that's gone. All the places that we used to go bird [watching], we
can't anymore because they cut the trees down to build a house.
Phil Inman: I would have to say that in some cases they are far more environmentally
considerate now than — when I was growing up a boat, we just dump in the water. Now
when you go into the harbors or whatever else and you've got the dumps there for
whatever, for builds and so forth. I think that in the past maybe five years, I've seen a
change. When I first came down here, there were tons of litter, when we were kids. Then,
there was a major campaign on the roads and all the rest of that good stuff and down
here.When I came down here, you'd find a cup now and then or whatever else but now
you have a lot of people that just they're very careless. Particularly, a lot of people — I
mean, contracts is going to take it on the chops because they throw their coffee cup
through the window and goes into the deck and then it goes blowing out of the whole
thing here. People just don't secure their trash before they get out at a bag, blows out and
goes all over the place and they have to go back to pick it up.It's regressing a bit right
now, but I think people are catching it early enough right now that we don't have to go
through another five or six years of trash all over the place and then another five or six
years to get them to pick it up. Obviously, the gas stations and the rules that have gone in
with that, dry cleaners and so forth, but those are environmental rules that have been put
into place, a lot of other places but they've been very strictly enforced here and I like the
idea, when people come into Harwich, “Oh, can we have a bag for the books?” “Just
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don't tell anybody we gave you this plastic bag but somebody brought it in,” because you
can't do plastic bags in Harwich anymore. I think that's a great thing, because they're
just too much of that stuff, yes.
Anita Mother Bear Peters: Well, the thing that upsets me is they're not thinking about,
like I said, the ramifications. Like the golf courses that they spray poison on to make sure
that the grass is just right and all that stuff. They clear so much land in order to have
these golf courses or these big water parks that they're creating now, and I'm thinking,
"Are they recycling this water? [chuckles] How are they getting it?"
Susan Dimm Williams: ...the Cape was always— you had dirt for lawn or you had sand
for lawn. It was low-key and nobody had these elaborate gazebos full of roses growing
over them on their perfect green lawns and stuff like that.
The fishing industry has also been hit hard by this unrestricted greed. Following
the previously-mentioned epidemic of overfishing in the 1800s, we are still struggling to
maintain a healthy ecosystem due to continued overfishing, rising sea levels, and
pollution (Whittle). People used to say that there was so much cod in New England
waters that you could walk on them (Schueneman). Our early economy relied heavily on
this bounty. For better or (more likely) for worse, cod was responsible for the success of
the English colonies in the United States (Schueneman). Now, cod is a much rarer sight. I
have never caught a codfish in my life. As for commercial fishing, it’s fairly common
knowledge among Cape Codders that that “local” cod you’re eating is most likely from
Iceland. While it is normal for fish populations to wax and wane (cod have historically
done so in 30-year cycles), our devastation of cod populations is certainly not naturally
created (Schueneman). The yearly catch, pummeled by overfishing and warming waters,
has dropped dramatically, from 100 million pounds of cod brought in in every year in the
United States (mostly from Maine and Massachusetts waters) in the early 1980s down to
3.2 million pounds in 2016 (Whittle). As of 2016, there are 80% less cod than in 2006,
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around 6% of a healthy population. The cod populations that scientists are finding lack
both young cod and large, prolifically reproductive cod (see fig. 11 and fig. 12).

Figure 11: Cod Decline (Abel).

Figure 12: Fewer Small, Large Cod (Abel).

However, the issue isn’t as simple as it may seem. Fisherman have been disputing
scientists’ findings, claiming that the random sampling method used to gather data is
inaccurate and that they’re finding more cod than ever. Scientists have responded by
claiming that cod tend to gather in groups when their numbers drop and that fishermen
aren’t seeing the gaps (Abel). Either way, restrictive quotas designed to help the
population bounce back are hurting increasingly frustrated fishermen (Ariosto).
Worcester fisherman, Joseph Orlando, sums up the bind that New England fishermen are
in: “There’s definitely something wrong with the science. We’re out on the water
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constantly — all year round — and what we see and what they see is completely the
opposite. I don’t know what to say anymore” (Abel).
The alarming statistics of cod studies (assuming they are, at least in part, accurate)
are due in part to the introduction in the late 1800s of commercial trawlers (also called
draggers): boats that drag a massive net behind them to scoop up marine life. Figure 13
from Cape Cod Fishermen shows just how great the destructive potential of draggers is.

Figure 13: Local Trawler vs. Midwater Trawler (“Moving Midwater Trawlers Offshore” 1).

The monumental devastation caused by this method of fishing led to a massive crash in
the fishing industry in 1992, putting lots of North American East Coast fishermen out of
jobs (Schueneman). This has been particularly devastating to the herring populations (not
to mention eelgrass) (“Cape Cod Year in Review: 2018”). When my father was young, he
and his grandfather would bring whole barrels of herring home from the local herring
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runs. Now, it is illegal to harvest herring on Cape Cod because of how severely the
draggers have affected herring numbers.
It is impossible to separate the issue of fishing regulations from the violence done
to this land and its residents, especially its Native peoples. Local fishermen continue to
deal with both reduced marine life populations and the pressure of fishing quotas, and
Wampanoag fishermen have the additional problem of being cut off from areas they are
legally entitled to. Shellfish and fish struggle to bounce back in the face of overfishing
and environmental degradation. While this is truly a home-grown problem, significant
blame can still be placed on the tourism industry. Second homeownership raises the cost
of seafront property and property taxes, as well as restricting access to the sea (Johnson).
This disproportionately affects fishermen, particularly Wampanoag fishermen, whose
legal right to the sea is restricted by the barriers of private property.
Anita Mother Bear Peters: Well, the Cape as a place … it's devastating because the
overpopulation is poisoning and our shellfish grounds; our rivers and ponds are not
clean the way they used to be. We used to have the best water on the Cape. Now, by
people building their houses right on the water the way they do, it's polluting our bays
and our ponds and it's having a devastating effect … Like I said, our ancient ways have
been blocked off. We're not allowed to our shellfish beds because now it's private
property. We used to be able to live off the land.
Interviewer: I thought there were still provisions for the shellfish beds, did they get rid of
them?
Peters: Well, if you could get to the places, but if it's blocked off because it's private
property, then you can't get to those shellfish beds anymore. Even if you do, people are
flushing their toilets into the bay, why would you want to eat those? The quahogs and the
oysters clean out all that stuff, but who wants to eat those [chuckles] after that, after
they've been cleaning all the stuff out? That's not going to sustain you.
Non-resident shellfishing permits in the towns of Mashpee, Barnstable, Eastham, and
Falmouth are more expensive than permits for locals. However, non-resident shellfishing
is still legal (“Cape Cod Offers Plenty of Rich Shellfish Beds for Vacation Fun”). Non61

resident permits in Massachusetts are almost always more expensive than permits for
locals, sometimes startlingly so: commercial permits for lobstering with traps is $310 for
Massachusetts residents and $570 for non-residents (“Marine Fisheries Regulation
Summaries” 8). Nonetheless, permitting non-resident commercial fishing places
additional burdens on the ecosystem. This predatory relationship between people from
away and Cape Cod’s natural resources goes back a long way. For example, Lorenzo
Dow Baker, the richest resident of Wellfleet in the late 1800s, amassed his riches after
years of tourism development in the town. Before he passed away, he proposed the
building of a dyke to drain marshes. This would free up land to encourage the building of
second homes, thereby stimulating tourism in the area. Some who didn’t like the idea of
transforming Wellfleet into a resort town (including the shellfishermen whose oyster beds
would be affected and fishermen who would lose access to bait) fought the proposal on
the grounds that it violated the legal right of residents to fish, but the plans went ahead
anyway, as the town would allow the dyke to be opened to fishing. When it was built
after his death, however, “few fish made it to their spawning ponds in 1910. The next
year no fish made it past the dyke, and all the fishermen, oystermen, and clammers above
the dyke had to look elsewhere for employment” (Cumbler). Now, in 2019, according to
local gossip, second homeowners are fighting to close the long-running Chatham fish pier
because it’s … gross. The aesthetic needs and desires for comfort of people who don’t
actually live on Cape Cod have had dire consequences for the rest of us, and continue to
do so in the modern day. Meanwhile, although it has been included in Massachusetts
colonial legislation that Wampanoag fishermen have the right to continue catching fish
and shellfish from their ancestral lands, this right has only been instituted following years
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of devastation and pollution of local marine life populations by white settlers and
fishermen, and continues to be violated (d’Errico).
Positive changes have been coming, if slowly. The community has come to
realize that it is our responsibility to maintain this historic, crucially important local
industry (Schueneman). Local fishermen have been adapting to the damaged
environment, focusing on “more plentiful species like starfish, moonfish, scallops and sea
clams” (Schueneman). The Cape Cod Fisheries Trust buys up quotas and exclusively
sells them at half price to Cape fishermen who only employ local workers (Schueneman).
Women of Fishing Families steps in to provide financial support to fishermen who are
facing unexpected troubles and help them find resources to support themselves
(“Mission”). The Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen’s Alliance founded the May October 2017 Pier to Plate program. Pier to Plate encouraged the development of a local
market for skate and dogfish, as 99% of these catches are sent to Europe and Asia. As a
result of the program, local restaurants have begun to serve skate and dogfish — in the
six months the program ran, it provided 5,600 pounds of skate and 4,010 pounds of
dogfish to local restaurants (“Pier to Plate”). The Alliance, in collaboration with the
Family Pantry of Cape Cod, also founded the Fish for Families program in 2013. Fish to
Families helps get locally-caught seafood to Cape Codders in need, totaling 7,000 pounds
to 887 households since its founding (“Fish for Families”). Another Cape Cod
Commercial Fishermen’s Alliance project is Voices from the Wheelhouse, a series of
Cape government-funded interviews with local fishermen on their boats (“Voices from
the Wheelhouse”). In an exciting development, the New England Fishery Management
Council, with the encouragement of the Cape Cod Commercial Fishermen’s Alliance and
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other Cape fishermen, voted to prohibit trawlers between twelve and twenty nautical
miles (depending on location) off the shore to help fish populations near the coast revive.
While the CCCFA wanted tifty nautical miles, which would have reduced “midwater
trawler revenue” by 40%, this initiative should cut it by by 30%. All things considered,
this is a massive victory for local fishermen (“Cape Cod Year in Review: 2018”).
The culture of Cape Cod (generally our maritime industries, Wampanoag culture,
and colonial history) draws many visitors every year. While this form of heritage tourism,
from visiting fish piers to patronizing local museums, can support communities with
struggling local industries (Johnson), people who commodify and consume our homes
and cultures and threaten the survival of locals cannot be trusted with our futures. To
ensure the survival of fishing on Cape Cod, the power must be returned to the people.
Fishermen and the fishing industry are an integral part of what makes Cape Cod what it
is. Community-based and fisherman-led cultural preservation, community-supported
financial backing for struggling fishermen, and emphasis of the value of fishing culture in
our social memory to all are the way forward (Johnson). However, this must go hand in
hand with challenging the social forces that got us in this situation. Without support for
our local fishermen, returning Wampanoag rights over their land (Wildcat), concerted
efforts to both preserve our ecosystem and maintain a crucial local industry, and
combating profit-hungry gentrifiers and colonial laws around land and fishing, fishing on
Cape Cod may end up entirely collapsing under the weight of our greed.
Susan Dimm Williams: I would love to see the fishing industry come back. A lot of that
has to do with the legislation of it … and the regulation of it. It's the big fishing trawler
factory ships have all the rights. They get to do whatever they want, and the little guys
have no voice. It's sad.

64

Sayuri Kingsbury: The sad thing is, in the fish markets around here, the fish is not fresh
enough; they come from somewhere else. I don't see why. Lot of people don't know how
to take care of fish and they don't eat fish. That's surprising. Fishing is supposed to be
more popular. I know that lots of different people coming from off the Cape, they just
come for the fishing, and they take the fish with them. Actual fish does not stay on the
Cape. That's sad … Again, luckily, I get the fish from your father or friends, but other
than that, I don't go buy fish around here or I can't. I don't see [laughs] that it’s it’s fresh
for me. Fresh enough to me … I just can't understand why they don't sell fish here. I
understand why, but it's like, just why not? That's one thing that I really— I should go on
the water, [laughs] to get my stuff.
Along with our environmental crisis, Cape Cod (like the rest of the country) is
currently undergoing one of the most lethal substance crises ever seen in the U.S. Cape
Codders, particularly our youth, are developing addictions and dying of overdoses at
alarming rates. This is not a particularly new phenomenon to the Cape — the area has
always been prone to alcoholism and alcohol abuse. Alcoholism is more prevalent on
Cape Cod than any other substance addiction, with roughly 7.9% (17,063) of Cape
Codders suffering from alcohol addiction in 2015, or roughly one in thirteen people
(Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse” 3). For an example of how prevalent alcohol is in
the lives of Cape Codders, nine out of the twenty-five fatal traffic incidents in 2012 here
involved alcohol, eight of which involved a Blood Alcohol Concentration of over 0.08
(Harik, “Analysis of Opioid‐ Related Overdose Deaths” 59). On an average day walking
around my town, my father and I can fill multiple bags with empty nips, the tiny bottles
of alcohol tossed out of car windows that speckle our roadsides.
Phyllis Horton: ...Cape Codders have always been big drinkers. There were some and
this has to do with the genes. They were more people who could take a drink and not
have to have another one. Then there were people that one was too many and 100 wasn't
enough. We just felt that that was their cross to bear and we felt sorry for them. You
couldn't change them. There were no treatment centers or anything back then.
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However, as of late, the opioid and drug crisis brutalizing the state has changed
what addiction looks like on Cape Cod. It is important to remember that addiction crises
are not new, and certainly not to the Cape. The way the United States government and
our society treated those suffering from addiction to crack cocaine, predominantly
working-class Black Americans, is completely different from the way we talk about
addiction now. Victims of the crack cocaine epidemic, perpetrated by the U.S.
government against its Black citizens (Blum), were met with incarceration, violence, and
dehumanization. However, as the face of addiction has changed, so has the response
(Glanton). The opioid crisis is currently affecting mostly whites, as Figure 14 shows.

White

Black/AfricanAmerican

Multiracial

Other

% of population
of Cape Codders
in clinics for
addiction in FY
2014 (data from
“Description of
Admissions” 41)

86.6%

4.8%

4.2%

4.4%

% of Cape
Codders by race
in 2017 (data
from “USA
Counties in
Profile”)

92.2%

2.7%

2%

2.1%

Figure 14: Percentage of Population of Cape Codders in Clinics for Addiction in FY 2014 vs.
Percentage of Cape Codders by Race in 2017
As whites have become the face of drug addiction on Cape Cod (based on the statement
from Anita Mother Bear Peters below), they have been met, relative to the victims of the
crack cocaine criss, with support, awareness, and activism. The current crisis itself was
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only labeled as such once it was predominately whites dying. It is notable that people of
color out-represent their portion of the Cape’s population, as they have been particularly
affected by the crisis.
Anita Mother Bear Peters: It was never really called an opioid crisis until white people
started getting it and getting hooked on it. And now it's a big, terrible thing. It's been
around, but it's more increased now that they have all these crazy things I had never even
heard of, like mollies and bath salts and all this other crazy stuff. [chuckles] These kids
don't have a chance. They don't have a chance … They didn't care when it was people of
color. It didn't bother them at all. To them, that was a good thing. "Let them die, who
cares?" Now it's a whole different story.
The area on the whole has seen a massive uptick in deaths from prescription drugs.
Prescription abuse often leads to heroin addictions (Myers). Roughly (though this is most
likely a conservative estimate) 3.1% (5,691) of Cape Codders are “addicted to or
dependent upon” opioids or heroin; using this population estimate for Barnstable County,
this means one in every thirty-two Cape Codders is struggling with addictions to either
opioids or heroin, or other drugs (Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse” 3). According to
police interviews, alcohol addiction comprised 71%-75% of substance-related deaths in
2013 (Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse” 23, 25). Interviews with members of the
Barnstable County Sheriff's Office in a 2015 report revealed that up to 80% of inmates at
the Barnstable County correctional facility struggle with substance abuse, generally
alcohol or opiate/heroin addictions (Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse” 38). From
2000-2017, Barnstable County was home to 575 of the 15,876 reported overdose-related
deaths, or 3.62% (“Number of Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths”). While this may not
sound serious compared to the rest of Massachusetts, the combination of the opioid crisis
and the severity of alcoholism is particularly lethal for the Cape. Compared to the state’s
2008-2010 average rate of drug-related fatalities of 14.3 per 100,000, Barnstable County
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has a rate of 14.7. For alcohol-related fatalities, Massachusetts sees an average of 7.1 next
to Barnstable County’s 12.1 (Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse” 46). As of late,
heroin has been the most prevalent primary substance in recovery centers (see fig. 15),
while tracking substance use in Cape recovery centers shows that alcohol remains the
most popular substance overall (see fig. 16).

Figure 15: Primary Substance of Use Drug Trends in Barnstable County
Recovery Centers from FY 2005 to FY 2014 (data from “Description of
Admissions” 42).
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Figure 16: Past Year Substance Use Trends in Recovery Centers in Barnstable
County from FY 2005 to FY 2014 (data from “Description of Admissions” 42).

In June 2011, the FDA approved Pfizer’s new unsnortable, uncrushable, uninjectable
Oxycontin under the name Oxteca. Oxteca crumbles instead of powders, foams when
mixed with liquid, and is combined with niacin which makes it painful to chew up or
snort (Fiore). This development probably accounted for the spike in heroin and the dropoff of other opioids seen in 2011. According to The Treatment Center, this new form of
Oxycontin led to a 36% nation-wide drop in its abuse (“A Comprehensive Timeline”).
This problem hasn’t been cheap for Barnstable County, either. An estimate of the
county’s annual substance abuse cost (based off of 2013 data) puts the total at around
$110,085,000 (Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse” 30). Forty-three percent of this
goes to alcohol abuse-related costs and 52% towards problems caused by heroin and
prescription opioids (Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse” 4). The total splits into 52%
($56,900,000) allocated to legal costs (such as police, courts, etc.) and 47%
($51,457,000) allocated to recovery programs (Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse” 369

4). Out of the 52% on legal costs in 2015, $54,732,818 is spent every year on substance
abuse-related criminal justice (Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse” 57). Barnstable
County police departments are allotted approximately $54 million annually, and roughly
half of this is allocated to substance abuse issues (Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse”
57). Seventy-five percent ($25 million) of Barnstable County House of Corrections’s
annual budget goes to people incarcerated for substance abuse-related crimes (Harik,
“Analysis of Substance Abuse” 58). Clearly substance abuse is a massive financial strain
on Cape Cod. But the human costs are even greater.
As previously stated, young Cape Codders are particularly at risk for addiction.
Fifty-eight percent of all victims of fatal overdoses in Massachusetts were between the
ages of 25 and 44 (“Number of Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths”). There are a few
answers to why this type of drug use may be so prevalent among Cape youth — many of
us were coming of age around the time the crisis was spiking, for example. But one
crucial element of the crisis among young Cape Codders, according to many, is the lack
of opportunities here. As one narrator in Heroin: Cape Cod, USA commented, “either you
work or you do drugs” (“Heroin Cape Cod USA”). Ask any young person here; we’ll tell
you — there are so few opportunities here that pay a living wage and/or are not in the
service and tourism industry. When speaking to Cape Cod youth, researchers with the
Barnstable County Department of Human Services found that many felt that locals turned
to drugs because of the Cape’s isolation and lack of opportunities: “ … respondents
observed that isolation is a problematic element of Cape Cod’s social context and a
potential contributor to substance misuse. One respondent described Cape Cod as an
‘insular island community’ and physical and/or emotional isolation were descriptors that
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respondents used to describe life on Cape Cod” (Harik, “Analysis of Opioid‐ Related
Overdose Deaths” 14). That, combined with the fact that there are very few recreational
activities available year-round in our secluded seasonal communities, factors into all the
problems with the Cape which have led us down this path: “20% of the 281 [opioidrelated] deaths [in Barnstable County] between the years 2004 - 2014 were among
persons between ages 18 ‐ 29. While this finding is not inconsistent with statewide
opioid overdose death statistics by age, it is highly significant in that this age group
typically accounts for only 2% of all deaths in Massachusetts...opioid deaths within this
age bracket, statewide and in Barnstable County, are in gross disproportion to the age ‐
adjusted expected death rate of 18 ‐ 29 year olds” (Harik, “Analysis of Opioid‐ Related
Overdose Deaths” 6-7).
Young people are not the only demographic particularly affected by this crisis.
Working-class Cape Codders are disproportionately likely to develop (often fatal)
addictions. Many self-medicate due to a lack of insurance and pain from work, which can
lead to opioid abuse (Harik, “Analysis of Opioid‐ Related Overdose Deaths” 14). Sixtyfive percent of victims of fatal opioid overdoses on Cape Cod from 2004-2014 worked in
trade or service, 58% in construction, maintenance, and repair. Construction workers
were the most affected, with their 38% of deaths outpacing their 14% representation in
the trade and service workforce in Barnstable County. In fact, construction workers made
up 25% of opioid-related deaths on Cape Cod from 2004-2014. Eleven percent of opioid
fatalities in the same demographic during this time were of food and service workers.
Perhaps most strikingly, 69% of victims of opioid overdoses on Cape Cod from 20042014 had “a high school education or less” (Harik, “Analysis of Opioid‐ Related
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Overdose Deaths” 5-6). These staggering statistics are due, at least in part, to the same
problems affecting Cape Cod’s youths as a whole: a lack of opportunities in the job
market and a lack of things to do outside of work. According to the same Barnstable
County Department of Human Services survey, “over ⅓ of participants in the youth focus
groups saw their future success as depending upon whether or not they would be able to
leave Cape Cod in the future. Many described Cape Cod as offering youth ‘nothing to do’
or ‘no future’” (Harik, “Analysis of Opioid‐ Related Overdose Deaths” 14). All in all,
young and working-class Cape Codders are the most vulnerable population during a crisis
that has been hurting locals of all walks of life — and without significant changes to the
way we address addiction, this will only get worse.
Finding help on Cape Cod isn’t necessarily the easiest task. For all of the
wonderful work people are doing, addiction aid in general is critically underfunded and
underworked. In 2013, funds allocated towards community harm reduction programs and
prevention programs in Barnstable County “were less than 1% each of the total direct
costs spent on combating substance abuse … 0.9% for prevention activities, and 0.6% for
harm reduction” (Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse” 3). Organizations or individual
groups funding their own prevention programs spend around $1 million annually on
combating addiction on Cape Cod, 85% of which is aimed at youth programs. Needle
exchange programs are generally restricted to Cape Cod AIDS Support Group-run
exchanges on the Outer Cape (Harik, “Analysis of Substance Abuse” 36). On the whole,
Cape Cod lacks the prevention support it really needs. There are only 350 mutual support
groups in Barnstable County, and not nearly enough recovery groups (Harik, “Analysis of
Substance Abuse” 40). People want centralized treatment center and addiction recovery
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high schools, the latter of which does not exist here (Harik, “Analysis of Substance
Abuse” 68).
Those in charge of government funding for addiction programs seem to have
decided that taking a band-aid approach is wiser than combatting the causes of addiction
directly. And even that is not a priority for our elected officials. Republican Governor of
Massachusetts Charlie Baker is the most popular governor in the United States with an
approval rating of 69% (Easley). Despite pledging to combat the Massachusetts opioid
crisis and passing “the most comprehensive measure in the country to combat opioid
addiction” in March 2016, Baker made $98 million in cuts, including $1.929 million from
the Bureau of Substance Abuse Services in December of the same year (Clauss). While
this affected the whole state (Clauss), it was crucially devastating for Cape Cod and the
Islands. Of the total $98 million cuts, $1.235 million were for Cape and Islands programs.
This included $150,000 from addiction prevention grants through Harbor Health
Services’ Hyannis and Plymouth centers; $105,000 from Cape schools’ addiction
prevention programs ($15,000 was cut from each of the Barnstable, Dennis-Yarmouth,
Martha’s Vineyard, Mashpee, Monomoy, Nantucket, and Nauset school districts); and
$30,000 from the Falmouth Opioid Community Coalition (McCormick). Other cuts
included $100,000 from the Homeless Prevention Council of Lower Cape Cod and
$245,000 from two Housing Assistance Corporation projects (McCormick). Opposition
can be found locally, too. Misconceptions and stigma about addiction is as common here
as anywhere else. Currently, East Falmouth residents are fighting to keep the AIDS
Support Group of Cape Cod from establishing a needle exchange program in the town,
citing concerns over location. The program would offer Narcan, counseling,
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STI/HIV/hepatitis testing, and a safe place to dispose of used needles and obtain sterile
ones. Locals are protesting the clinic because of, to quote local parent Peter Francis,
“location, location, location, and it is my backyard” (Stenning, “Falmouth NeedleExchange”). Sadly, it’s a common phenomenon around here to sweep the whole problem
under the rug, both for the benefit of tourists and, it seems, the comfort of locals who are
lucky enough not to be affected by the crisis. According to a respondent commenting on
another canceled needle exchange program, the general consensus seems to be “the town
didn’t want them to be seen, particularly by the tourists” (Harik, “Analysis of Opioid‐
Related Overdose Deaths” 15). This problem can be seen on both the local and federal
level, leading to mistrust of those around the affected, the systems implemented, and a
lack of resources from those who view addiction negatively (Harik, “Analysis of
Opioid‐ Related Overdose Deaths” 15).
It’s not all bad news for Barnstable County. In 2017, the Cape saw a decrease in
countywide unattended deaths, mirroring Massachusetts’ decline in fatal overdoses
(Bryant), while the early months of 2018 saw a decline in opioid prescriptions and a 5%
decline in fatal overdoses from the same period in 2017 (Stening, “Drug Overdoses
Down”). Crucially, people are seeing the importance of thinking about addiction
differently and recognizing it as the medical condition that it is (Harik, “Analysis of
Substance Abuse” 39). People Cape-wide are working hard to bring resources to those in
need and make life here easier for those struggling with addiction (such as pushing for
more needle exchange programs and working on recovery resources) and their efforts are
making a significant difference on the Cape. But there is, nonetheless, a crisis ravaging
the lives of many Cape Codders. If Cape communities continue to stigmatize addiction
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and resist progress and treatment, if we continue to pretend there isn’t a problem here for
the sake of putting on a pretty face for tourists, if our government continues to overlook
the suffering of those affected and take away resources dedicated to improving their lives,
if there continues to be no opportunities for young people on Cape Cod, then the
suffering and loss of lives will continue.
Sayuri Kingsbury: On Hyannis Main Street, we got a lot of problems for the homeless
people. In summertime we don't see them often, but the off-season, I see them every day.
And they’re actually — not everybody's bad, but there's a lot of people who have a
problem. A lot of people have bad idea or images of Main Street, or those drugs and stuff.
I see the news; only the bad things in the papers or online. So trying to change the
images, but again, I didn't know back then how it was. It's still what it is. Some people
say they never change, but some people are trying to change the image right now. I don't
do anything with them, I see them every day on the street. Again, for the summertime, I
don't know where they go, but in the off-season, they just come in everywhere. In the
Hyannis Green, they sometime hang around there. But I never see the drug things in
person, so I didn't know what it is. But as a glassblower, I’m asked to make bongs or stuff
often; which, I'm not working with that kind of material, so — and I was never interested
in it, I never make it. I've been asked a lot. I know that — medical things, they need it, but
young people, I would assume [laughs] it's not a medical issue for using. I don't want to
talk too much about, so I just say, “I don't, period.” … Again, in the summertime, just
because there's so many people coming in, and again, drug dealers and whatever. Those
come, and not many work. That's how some people make money out of it. That's what I
thought.
Susan Dimm Williams: I think it's horrible. Yes, it's affecting the community. There have
been overdoses. There was a father of a young family and his wife was pregnant and he
overdosed and his wife didn't even know he was using. It's affecting the Cape drastically.
A friend of mine is a nurse manager at Cape Cod Hospital and there are pediatric beds
at all times for babies born with an opioid addictions … The numbers are huge. It's so
sad. These babies have to go through withdrawal. Some of them are there for months.
The parents did it to them and it's really, really sad. It could even be that the parents are
on Methadone, but they still have to wean the babies off of Methadone. Then I just heard
that they're finding opioid, opiates, I don't know how to pronounce it, in mussels … I saw
that somewhere. I don't know if it was in the Cape Cod Times and I'm like, “Are you
kidding me? This is crazy.” It's drastic. There's always been a perception that the fishing
community is very drug oriented. I don't know if that's true or not. There's that end of it
too. It's like, “Who's using all these drugs?” I don't know, but it's sad. It's horrible. A
friend of mine has a studio in Hyannis and she finds needles outside all the time. It's just
horrific. She actually moved, she sold her house and moved because of the drug addicts
that lived on the street. I'm like, “This is Cape Cod, we're not in Brooklyn. This isn't
Harlem.” It's everywhere, and it's horrible … It is a crisis. It's definitely affecting
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everybody. There's a Gosnold in every town … Gosnold is a rehab center. They have a
big hospital in Sandwich. There's one I just saw in Orleans. There's one in Harwich, this
for outpatient but it's huge. Rehab isn't going to do it. Statistically, you have to go to
rehab three times before it actually works and that's hundreds of thousands of dollars …
If you put a pottery program in every school, people would have creative outlets and they
wouldn't have stress and they could learn how to deal with things in life. We wouldn't
need as many jails and I don't think they would need opioids.
Kat Szmit: I've lost two friends, both of whom were young, in their 20s, one of whom was
an incredibly talented musician. The other I happen to meet— I had to go to the
emergency room for something and I met him while I was there and he talked to me about
his addiction and his issues. It was absolutely out of hand. I remember being able to go in
and if had a problem, literally getting handed like a month's worth of Vicodin, probably,
five or six years ago. Now, because of the crisis and because everyone's afraid, it's very
hard for people who need help to get help. It's very hard for people who need
prescriptions to get it. It's really frightening because it doesn't seem like enough is being
done. It's not because they don't want it to be done. It's just that it's such an
overwhelming crisis that it's like, where do you even start. It's coming at us, especially
here in the Cape, it's coming at us from all sides. My mom talks about it. How it affects
her up in New Hampshire because it comes up on one of the major highways. I'm like,
"Mom, down in the Cape, it comes in on boats." Some of the fishermen in New Bedford
are smuggling it in and funneling it down here. It's frightening. It's really frightening. It's
a very sad, scary thing because it's very easy to fall prey to it when you live in the place
that rolls up the sidewalks after October and doesn't leave you with a lot to do other than
either go to a bar or get high. If we concentrated more, maybe, on having activities that
cater to a more balanced lifestyle, I think maybe, that would help. One of the things that
my friends and I talk about is we need a coffee shop that stays open past 6 o'clock, that
isn't a bar, so that you can go chill out in a coffee shop and hang with your friends until 9
or 10 at night and not have to worry that you're in an alcohol or other environment.
Unfortunately, that doesn't seem to be the case. Everything closes super early, especially
coffee shops. That's that. My cousin is a recovering heroin addict and wrote a book about
it, and I read it, and it was so harsh and shocking. Then seeing my friends and their
descend, it's terrifying. It's absolutely terrifying and it doesn't discriminate. People want
to label. People would be like, "Oh, It's only those people." No, I have known people
across the spectrum who have been addicted to heroin. Everyone from the poorest of the
poor to the wealthiest of the wealthy … we're already overwhelmed as it is. For whatever
reason, the Cape seems to be a hotbed for homelessness, addiction, and services.
Everybody tries to come down here to get help, or at least, many people have. I don't
think that's going to help. I remember when I was working at my previous newspaper.
There was a statistics that came out that was something along the lines of, Massachusetts
has this much of an opioid crisis. Of that, the Cape is like this massive percentage.
Cutting that funding is stupid. Point blank, it's just dumb. It's just dumb and it's not going
to help. I know from being in the ER for reasons other than addiction, watching them
deal with the opioid crisis. Watching the police deal with having to narccan people,
having to deal with the repeat overdoses. It's awful. There needs to be way more done
about it and cutting funds is the stupidest idea.
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Phil Inman: I think that the main issue has to come from the federal government dealing
with the pharmaceutical companies. I think that there are number of issues beyond just
the social issues here in the community. The general consensus is I think pretty correct
that opioids are being prescribed for too many pains, or too many discomforts that you
could do well without having to take the opioids. It’s just a real, "Here, take the pill, it
will make you feel better or not feel as bad." I see there a lot being done to try and get
people away from some of this. I also have a person that was in my library, his son
overdosed. His son had become very dependent upon drugs and his son was refused
admittance to my library because one of my patrons come over and said, "I just went to
bathroom and came back and I’m missing 50 bucks." The kid had been working at the
computers and just slipped over and done this because we don’t watch what’s going on.
She said there was a kid who was here and I just say, "Okay," and then it happened
again. He was coming back, I said, "You are not welcome here anymore." He started
yelling at me, “My father is going to come down.” I said, “Have your father come down,
explain this situation to him.” His mother was terminal and he had been swiping some of
her drugs. He eventually OD’d, they called the fire department. They came down, he was
ODing, process of it. They used the Narcan and then it happened again, and then it
happened again. His father came in and dropped off a book because his wife had passed
away and he was, I know this, I said, "Don’t worry about the whatever else is going on."
I said, "How are you doing?" He said, "I’m doing fine." He said, “My son isn’t. Next
time they come in, I’m not going to let them give him Narcan.” It created an awful lot of
physical and psychological dependence. It’s an awful lot more that has to be done and a
lot that has to be dealt with, but then, again, we're now talking about guns and some of
the other things that are happening in our society that we just not dealing with them well.
Phyllis Horton: I know that alcohol is still so prevalent and it's more so than it ever was.
All you have to do is read page two and three in the Cape Cod Times and see how many
people are stopped for drunken driving.
John Pina: And drugs is a big problem in Cape Cod … [The opioid crisis is] really bad.
That starts with the people that make opioids. That's where you got to stop, you got to
stop this. But then, if they didn't have that, they'd be drinking. You got to slow it down …
My best friend drank himself to death. He happened to have been two years older than
me and my brother. Literally drank himself to death … Doctor said, "Dick, if you don't
stop drinking right now, go get a cemetery plot." Where do you think he is today? Shortly
after that he was dead and it was a shock to me. I know he drank. A lot of Portuguese
people drink a lot too; even my father. You know something I did too, but I gave up
drinking and smoking the same time. I said, "I don't want to be part of that," and just
gave it up. I'm glad I did. That's why I probably made it the age of 80. You go to the
barrooms and see how many people sitting there drinking … Then they get in the car and
they don't think they're drunk but they've had three gin and tonics.
Joanie Crowell: Yes, the opioid crisis, they seem to focus on heroin and fentanyl, but
there are opioids that are prescribed by physicians to patients that have chronic pain.
That's, again, people abusing what they have and the good people that need it are being
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penalized, and that's wrong. They should not be penalized. They say that the doctor
shouldn't prescribe so many. It's the patients — they kind of screw it for themselves and
they start taking more instead of following the instruction by the physician. I think the
economy may play a role in the prevalence of drugs that are more readily available for
young people … There's so much pressure on the kids nowadays. I was talking with my
cousin yesterday, and we were talking about when we were kids, there were really no
drugs on the Cape, it was just alcohol. Alcohol was the problem then … Now we have
both. Now we have the alcohol, we have the access to drugs, but you can't deny
medication for people who need it. I think that's wrong. I have several friends who have
lost children to drug overdoses. I have a cousin that died of drug overdose. They were
just probably not happy people, and this was the only way that they saw to get out of the
bad situation.
Anita Mother Bear Peters: It has affected me personally. I lost a granddaughter six years
ago … It's terrible, the current opioid crisis we have within our tribe. Our young people
are angry, they're confused, they don't understand why they feel the way they do. A lot of
it, I think, is created by the government as far as the pharmaceuticals with their lobbies.
They're giving out painkillers like it's candy and then people get hooked on this stuff, and
when they can't afford it anymore they go to heroin which is cheaper … it's all a setup. It
just makes me sick. It just makes me sick when I see the devastation that it causes. I think
the remedy for our tribe is to try to embrace these young people and bring them back into
the traditional ways. It's hard because the opioid crisis is just like all of the drug stuff
that happened in the past, when the crack cocaine was a big thing. The biggest dealers
around here were politicians and people who had power on the Cape. The same thing
with marijuana. I remember we had a selectman here at the time, he was the biggest
marijuana dealer in Mashpee. It was just like, "Well, he gets away with it because he's
white, he's a selectman, he's powerful," but they would be busting the people who he had
dealing for him who were tribal members. All of this stuff is like a setup because it makes
money for certain people, like the pharmaceutical companies. They talk about this crisis
like — the dealers, little small-time dealers that they're catching are producing this drug.
No, this drug doesn't — you can't grow heroin. This is coming from someplace and it's
getting here with the acceptance of this government. I don't believe at all that they don't
know that this is happening and they're not condoning it. If anything, they're probably
getting a cut off of it … I'm not surprised [that Governor Baker cut addiction funding for
Cape Cod], because like I said, a lot of people, white people are hooked on it now so it's
a crisis.
Dylan Kaplowitz: I'll be honest, I don't know much about how it's being addressed. That
part has almost never affected me. Opiates have affected me in my entire life, close
friends, close family. I just went to a funeral of a close friend of my sister who I saw all
the time growing up. This is a pretty specific random detail, but I'd say one of the most
important things in my life is the GameCube game Super Smash Bros. Melee. Still to this
day, I spend an outrageous amount of time playing that game … and this guy was like my
coach for that game … When your Smash coach dies from a heroin overdose when he has
two little twin girls and they're at the funeral, it's just too real. I've been around it my
entire life without breaks, and it's like, even now, I make new friends and then realize
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they're all about that shit. It starts small and it gets heavy really quick. You do oxys and
they're fine and then you run out of money and you start shooting dope and it's just like—
I've talked about my parents a few times. This is one of the worst years of our entire life.
Close family friends. They were staying at our house, we went on a cruise. It's something
that I don't think up until this point in my life I ever could have imagined doing this going
on a cruise with my family, we grew up broke. It seemed so too good to be true. I was
going on this cruise, being able to afford it and all that. We had people, close family
friends watching the house and watching the dogs and everything. They just cased the
place while they were doing that and robbed us a couple of months later for all of our
cash. Yeah, just completely fucked us over in every single way, robbed a bunch of people.
Robbed the house, the other people who would let them stay there, robbed I think the
veterinarian's office in Brewster. Basically, anywhere that they knew how to get into,
from their personal life, they just robbed for everything they had. It's like close, it's like
we're having family dinner, we'd invite them over, there couldn't be more than ten people
in our lives that really gets close family friends as that. It's just like as simple as shooting
up, that's all it takes, once to fucking make them the worst people you can possibly
imagine. It's definitely Cape Cod's worst problem. We're talking about tourism, we're
talking about housing problem, we're talking about colonialism and old Cape Cod and
all that, but the opioid problem is what's really going to fucking ruin Cape Cod. It
already has and will continue to when it all comes down to it, hands down the worst thing
that happens here.
Issues affecting locals on Cape Cod, both tourist-related and homegrown, are
often hidden from the public eye. It is more profitable for those benefiting from the
vacation industry to distort the reality of living on Cape Cod and create an image of
quaint village life separate from the problems affecting society. A combination of the
conservatism that often plagues rural towns, the personal and political nature of many of
the retirees who choose to settle here, and the desire to monetize a false reality creates an
“under-the-rug” policy of historykeeping and public presentation. Did you hear about the
incident on Nantucket where the African Meeting House was spraypainted with the nword? Did you know that Dennis’s Village Improvement Society voted to ban the Dennis
Union Church from changing their sign to explicitly welcome the LGBTQ+ community?
(List) Have you heard encouragements of racial profiling from local business owners,
excuses of police brutality from educators? My guess is no, and that’s not a coincidence.
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Loose lips sink ships, and around here, it’s important to keep the charm of small-town
aesthetics undisturbed by painful histories, as well as modern injustices.
Much of Cape Cod’s appeal is based upon a history of silence and violence. The
aesthetics of colonialism and racism form the foundation for much of our modern reality:
from the blatant whitewashing of Cape history, to the overlooking of our tradition of
racism, to the erasure of nonwhite cultures on the Cape. Take, for example, the history of
Provincetown and the birth of its tourism industry. Originally settled by white Mayflower
“Yankees,” Provincetown saw an influx of Portuguese and Azorean immigrants in the
1800s, particularly Azorean islanders looking for work or Portuguese men avoiding
military conscription and seeking a better life (Krahulik 51). More Portuguese workers
came over in the early 1900s (Krahulik 3). Many of these immigrants, hired by powerful
Yankee sea captains to work on their ships, supported the region’s profitable fishing
industry.
Phyllis Horton: Then early on, the Portuguese people started coming here. They were
coming from Portugal over to Georges Banks to do fishing. From Georges Banks to
Provincetown is not very far. They started building little shacks in Provincetown very
early on where they could live until their boat was full of fish. They would come in if the
weather was bad. They could come in and anchor and just stay there until the storm was
over. We had Portuguese here from fishermen. From very early. Then almost all the sea
captains had cranberry bogs. It was hard to find people to pick the cranberries. When
they stopped in the Azores they used to pick up people from there that would come back
and work in the bogs. They just immigrated and stayed and then they intermarried with
the whites here.
However, Yankee townies were not expecting that Portuguese Cape Codders would make
Provincetown their home and establish a place for themselves in the town, eventually
dominating the fishing industry as Yankees dwindled to half the population of
Provincetown and Yankees and Portuguese Cape Codders intermarried (Krahulik 33).
Whites in the region did not take too kindly to this phenomenon. Historically, Portuguese
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people on Cape Cod were not considered white and were treated as second-class citizens.
Some Portuguese townies, even some darker-skinned Cape Verdeans, identified as white
in order to align themselves with the privileged white community, going so far as to put
on blackface minstrel shows (Krahulik 63-64). Over time, with increasing influence in
the area, Portuguese ceased to become incongruous with whiteness and American-ness
(Krahulik 10). Interestingly, when I talked to an older white local, she assured me that
Portuguese and Yankee children got along just fine, but speaking to a Portuguese Cape
Codder from just the next village over revealed a much different story.
Phyllis Horton: We were not color conscious at all, really. I grew up with three
Portuguese people in my class growing up … I think we were very open about it … There
were a few that looked down on them but most of the people were just hard working
people. They treated them just like equals.
John Pina: It was difficult. Being Portuguese in this town was difficult for me. The most
difficult thing that I've had to live with in my life because there was a lot of prejudice. As
a matter of fact, I had a young girlfriend but she was white and I was Portuguese. I was
never allowed in her house. A lot of people don't understand the prejudice that was here
… And it happened, and it still does, but not as bad as it used to be. If it wasn't for my
mom I wouldn't have made it … I love Harwich other than that it was a total shock to me
growing up and not knowing about prejudice until I was maybe 14 years old … when I
was able to go to Harwich center and meet with the guys and the gals and that kind of
stuff, and all of a sudden you couldn't do things.
Racial tensions in the town were highlighted by the influx of white ladies’ clubs in
Provincetown in the early 1900s. These groups sought to attract “colonial enthusiasts”
and enforce white supremacy in the region in the face of increasing Portuguese
prominence. As described by Krahulik in her history of Provincetown, “by capitalizing
on the concept of the colonial, Provincetown finally came into its own as a worthy tourist
destination” (37). The racialization of Cape Codders is not a new phenomenon. Although
it has predominantly taken the form of hiding the labor of largely Jamaican workers along
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with severely underpaying them in recent years, the fetishization and ridicule of Cape
Codders of color has a long and deep history here, especially in Provincetown. As
Krahulik says, the town’s entire tourism industry was based off of racism and classism.
Conveniently accompanying this blatant historical discrimination was racial fetishization.
The fascination of “people from away” with working-class Cape Codders intersected
with the racialization of ‘picturesque’” Portuguese townies (Provincetown locals)
(Krahulik 2). This phenomenon was encouraged by their Yankee counterparts, who
advertised “the Portuguese diving boys [who] line the end of the wharf, ready to plunge
into the water for tossed coins” (Krahulik 49). This cognitive dissonance of oppression
and fetishization can be clearly seen in the “Americanization classes” offered in
Provincetown in the 1930s and ’40s, held alongside examples of Portuguese heritage
celebrated all over Provincetown, such as the traditional Portuguese Blessing of the Fleet
(Krahulik 58). Cape Cod’s fetishization and commodification for the sake of profit has
often been self-inflicted, but the marketing of one marginalized community by one in
power has been a major tactic in establishing the Cape and its residents as a spectacle.
Many of us on Cape Cod descended from its original settlers often have the
privilege of forgetting that the land we buy, sell, and squabble over belongs not to us
descendants or wealthy ex-New Yorkers, but the Wampanoag tribe. The simple fact that
many non-Wampanoags here — visitors and locals alike — either speak about the tribe
as though it does not exist or as though its members and Wampanoag culture exist in
ancient history reflects exactly who is seen as worthy of representation here. We take
what we want — reproducing traditional quahog jewelry, pillaging Native land,
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ignorantly celebrating the murders of their ancestors, and doing our best to whitewash
their presence, culture, and history in our community.
The erasure of Wampanoag culture and history can perhaps be seen most plainly
in “mainstream” white American history books. As mentioned earlier, the most popular
Thanksgiving account is nothing but a heavily censored fable written and re-written to
favor the colonists and obscure their crimes:
Many stories have been written about the Pilgrims and Indians, but not by
Wampanoag authors. The Massachusetts archives contain many detailed,
historical diaries written by the Pilgrims, showing them as good people,
greatly respected by the Indians, while characterizing the Wampanoag
people in negative ways. But these journals were not factual; they were
actually a means of public relations. (Bingham xxiii)
The reality was much different. Following the deaths of many Indigenous New
Englanders after the 1614 invasion, including after 90-96% of the Wampanoag tribe had
been killed by disease, white settlers found the land, as they saw it, ripe for pillaging:
“John Winthrop, a founder of the Massahusetts [sic] Bay colony considered this wave of
illness and death to be a divine miracle. He wrote to a friend in England, ‘But for the
natives in these parts, God hath so pursued them, as for 300 miles space the greatest part
of them are swept away by smallpox which still continues among them. So as God hath
thereby cleared our title to this place, those who remain in these parts, being in all not 50,
have put themselves under our protection’” (Ely). After the arrival of the Mayflower
Pilgrims in Provincetown in 1620 (“Tisquantum”), Plymouth Colony was subsequently
established next to now-decimated Pawtuxet village. To survive, the Pilgrims plundered
the abandoned Pawtuxet cornfields (Ely) and stole food from neighboring villages
(Oxendine). The last living Pawtuxet, Tisquantum, helped the Plymouth residents make
peace with the Nauset and other Wampanoag leaders, as well as teaching them how to
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farm and hunt (“Tisquantum”). Following the success of Plymouth, more and more
settlers began coming over from England. As the English tradition was to farm
individually rather than work as a community, Governor of Massachusetts John Winthrop
proclaimed that all land belonged to the king of England and divvied it up to regional
governors.
Celebrations of thanksgiving were common in both Wampanoag and Puritan
cultures. For the Wampanoag, harvests, births, and growing seasons were all reasons to
celebrate and give thanks. For the colonists, it was a blend of traditional European postharvest festivities and an auspicious Puritan celebration with deep religious meaning
(“Thanksgiving History”). The first Thanksgiving, as we know it now, was observed in
1621, organized by Governor William Bradford to celebrate the year’s harvest (Ely).
However, the modern re-telling of the festivities as a feast uniting the Wampanoag and
the Puritans in gratitude is far from what actually happened. According to Jamie K.
Oxendine, speaker and Director of the Black Swamp InterTribal Foundation, ”The
Natives that attended this feast were not even invited. The Puritans had only invited
Massasoit the Wampanoag leader. It was Massasoit that brought the other 90 or more of
his Native brothers and sisters that saved the colony to the chagrin of the rather rude and
indignant Puritans. The Natives also provided most of the food. There were no prayers of
thanksgiving of any kind and the Natives were not invited back ever again for any other
such events” (Oxendine). Furthermore, the pilgrims, ignorant of the matriarchal nature of
Wampanoag culture, outright refused to invite women to their Thanksgiving feast,
thereby excluding the heads of Wampanoag society (Bingham 7).
[Content warning: graphic violence, murder]
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To ensure the implementation of Governor Winthrop’s land ownership policies
and continue the takeover New England, the colonists encouraged murder, rape,
enslavement, and genocide to spread their power. Frequently following mass-murders
were thanksgiving celebrations to “[thank] God that the ‘battles’ had been won”
(Oxendine). In 1641, Governor William Kieft of Manhattan instituted the exchanging of
government money for the scalps of murdered Native Americans. Thanksgiving in
Manhattan in 1643 was celebrated after Governor Kieft commanded a group of Puritans
to mass-murder the friendly Wappinger tribe, eighty of whom were killed gruesomely:
“their severed heads were kicked like soccer balls down the streets of Manhattan. One
captive was castrated, skinned alive and forced to eat his own flesh while the Dutch
governor watched and laughed” (Ely). Following this massacre, two English captains
were sent to the Pequot annual Green Corn Dance by modern-day Groton, Connecticut
and brutally murdered some 600 - 700 Pequot celebrants. Two more Pequot villages were
destroyed shortly after (Oxendine). To further ensure the success of their colonization
project, the state of Massachusetts instituted a genocidal rewards system: “The
government of Massachusetts made an order offering 29 shillings bounty for every
Native scalp and 40 shillings for every Native prisoner that could be sold into slavery.
Colonial men were allowed to enslave and rape any Native woman and enslave any
Native child under what was thought to be the age of 14” (Oxendine). The tradition
continued in 1675 with the murder of Wampanoag chief Metacomet, or King Philip, after
King Philip's War. He was drawn and quartered by Captain Benjamin Church, and his
hands and head cut off. His hands were sent to Boston to put on display, and his head on
a pole marked the celebration of the new Thanksgiving Day in Plymouth in 1675. To
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ensure that “ … the offspring of the Devil must pay for the sins of their father,” his son
was sold into slavery in the Caribbean (Oxendine). The Puritans decided on June 20,
1676, that to mark their success in the war against the Native Peoples of Massachusetts,
they would celebrate a Day of Thanksgiving on June 29, a tradition that flourished
throughout New England. Our modern-day Thanksgiving was actually established by
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. In 1777, Washington asked the country to set
aside a day for “prayer and thanksgiving” to support the war against England. When he
became president, he established the official day as November 26, 1789. However, it was
not formally (or nationally) celebrated until Lincoln established a National Day of
Thanksgiving in 1863 to inspire national courage and unity during the Civil War
(Oxendine). The popular holiday was ratified by Congress in 1941 to be on the fourth
Thursday of November (Ely).
Despite all of this history, we continue to celebrate this holiday, willfully ignorant
of the histories it is built upon. I was educated on Cape Cod, and yet have heard none of
this history prior to conducting research for this thesis. The silence here is both
intentional and deafening. On a grand scale, our time-honored traditions, our institutional
memory, our government and its origins are built on misremembering and deception. The
country continues its genocide and oppression against the Native peoples of this land —
as previously mentioned, the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe is currently going through a
fight to keep their federal land — and we, as a nation, annually don our pilgrim hats and
“Indian” feather headbands and mindlessly dig into a turkey dinner with our fingers in
our ears. Although this holiday runs directly counter to the Wampanoag idea of giving
thanks, as “the First People to See the Light of Day believe each day should be a day of
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thanksgiving to the Creator for the sun that rises in the East and nurtures all that grows on
Mother Earth, know to them also as Turtle Island, and all that is provided by the sun,
moon, and spirit around us” (Bingham 3), we prop American Thanksgiving up as a
symbol of a harmony that has never existed to cover the tracks of murder and oppression.
On a smaller scale, this means that the Cape keeps fighting to pretend its history
isn’t as horrific as it truly is. We continue to rake in tourist money, spent starry-eyed over
Mayflower myths, Pilgrim monuments, and colonial fantasies. Our houses are built on
land that rightfully belongs to those of the community whose ancestors were killed over
its theft, our septic waste pouring into waters which traditionally sustained the Native
population, our children taught nothing of the atrocities committed by Brewster and
Standish and their fellows. Souvenir clothing manufacturer Cuffy’s sweatshirts proudly
advertise Est. 1602 like nobody lived here before the Cape had the misfortune to be
‘discovered’ by the colonists. The reality is, if you’re not Native, there really aren’t any
consequences to forgetting this history. It’s easy for us to pretend that our ancestors
didn’t do — that we aren’t doing — anything wrong. Wampanoag and Nauset histories
are reduced, in the non-Native public eye, to museum exhibits and Plimoth Plantation
visits that only further reinforce stereotypes about early settler society and Wampanoag
culture — Plimoth Plantation, funded by the U.S. government, deliberately depicts
Pilgrim society as well-furnished and successful as a political tool to reinforce narratives
of European dominance. “By contrast, the Native American exhibits show the Indians
living in squalor” (Bingham 8). Around here, a good education usually stops at
recognizing that the Wampanoag community still exists on Cape Cod. Wampanoag
children in the Mashpee school system have even been taught to divorce themselves from
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their own histories and identities, instead embracing the mythologized “Pilgrims and
Indians” dynamic enforced through white supremacy (Bingham 9). As a community,
those of us in power have made the decision to tailor our history, our cultures, even our
present to maintain control and manipulate what we want from the Cape — and whose
memories we listen to.
Anita Mother Bear Peters: I will stand up racists here on Cape Cod against any Southern
town.
Interviewer: Do you think losing parts of Cape history and culture is necessary to the
development of capitalism and especially tourist capitalism?
Anita Mother Bear Peters: Yep. They don't want to admit what they did, so they want to
forget all that stuff.
Kat Szmit: I went to my first Mashpee Wampanoag Powwow God knows how many years
ago. I don't even remember now. I didn't know they were here … I had no clue … One of
the most telling conversations that I had was with a man who was one of the most
amazing dancers, and he was a key tribal member. Unfortunately ended up having to
move to New Bedford because he couldn't afford to live here on the Cape. One of his
hobbies or his side jobs was he would dress in full regalia and visit schools and talk
about what it was like to live as a Native American in a modern world … I said to him, I
said, "Let me know when you're going to be in the local area. I'd love to do a story on
you." He said, "I don't go to local schools." I said, "Why?" He said, "They don't ask me.
They don't even know that we do that." I'm like, "You're right here on the Cape in our
backyard. This our history." It really bothered me that that was the case that there were
teachers who didn't know they had Wampanoag students in their classes. That there were
people who didn't know the history of Cape Cod. I think what's really sad.
Katie Armstrong: But I think also today, I mean, I always grew up knowing like, ‘oh yes,
the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe.’ I think I heard about them a lot in the news as well, just
in terms of, ‘oh yeah, you know they were trying to build a casino somewhere,’ I think
that was at some time when I was maybe in middle school that that was happening. But I
never heard about — I never heard about them in any sort of a positive light; it was
always just the news being like, ‘oh, the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe is doing this,’ and it
was like that was only — my only real knowledge of the fact that they were even here or
still — there are many of them in and around Cape Cod … People don't know that, and I
didn't know that. When I got to later middle school, I did know someone who was part of
the Tribe. I mean, that was one person …
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Money to Our Name: Tourist Capitalism and Cultural Commodification

Perhaps one of the most subtle and most pervasive consequences of tourism on
Cape Cod is the effect it has had on our culture. Aside from our gorgeous beaches, the
real draw of Cape Cod for many is its “quaint” rurality and local culture. Visitors to the
Cape frequently partake in activities such as visiting local fish piers, museums and
historical centers, and businesses aimed at recreating an “authentic” cultural experience.
As previously explained, much of this fascination is rooted in reinforcing white
supremacy and class distinctions. Well-off white tourists would watch local workers,
often people of color, do their jobs as a performance that reinforced class-based power
dynamics. This would also serve as a form of entertainment, devaluing, in the spectators’
eyes, the inherent worth of the work they were doing (Krahulik 46-49). In the modern
day, this takes the form of marketing a whitewashed, stagnant version of our history to
visitors, alienating Cape Codders from our own culture and erasing our joys and our
struggles alike.
When visitors come to Cape Cod, many are drawn in by the allure of the
“authentic” and the rural. Historically, tourists have been infatuated by the aesthetic of
working-class Cape Codders, citing simplified, classist ideals of quaintness and purity:
“To be sure, up to the start of the twentieth century, tourists still thought of Cape Cod as a
backward hinterland, even though some Cape Cod towns … had been promoting
themselves as resort areas for decades” (Krahulik 37). This went hand-in-hand with
romanticized myths about the Mayflower Pilgrims and white supremacy. In the modern
day, this manifests in the mass-produced marketing of Cape Cod™. This portrayal is
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grounded in a “cutified” version of the same idealized mythology about white history.
This predominantly features decontextualized, dehistoricized, generalized marine
aesthetica divorced from the meaning of culture on Cape Cod and steeped in a strange
racialized nostalgia, while still alienating us from our own cultures. For example, my
father’s old lobster traps now hang on the sign of a local motel, divorced from their
original purpose and instead serving as a signifier of rurality and nauticality for tourists to
consume. What is sold to visitors as “local culture” is often repackaged, mass-produced,
vaguely nautical knick-knacks or aesthetics that rarely originate on Cape Cod or reflect
the culture of its people.
The paradox of authenticity in cultural tourism is that, by definition, it is built off
of catering to tourists’ desires and rehearsed, unrealistic performances of culture
(MacCarthy 337). This is common in areas reliant on tourism, particularly with cultures
racialized by the West. Visitors will express a desire to visit “pure” places untouched by
the “outside world,” waxing poetic about racist, infantilizing romanticizations of
“undeveloped” and “ethnic” peoples. These tourists go out of their way to get to know
locals and partake in cultural activities in a seemingly more “spontaneous” or “authentic”
experience and distance themselves from the traditional image of the tourist (MacCarthy
335). Of course, this is inherently self-contradictory. By seeking out a stereotyped,
idealized, and exoticized version of people’s lives and heritage, tourists are creating the
tourism product they want locals to produce for them to consume: a false feeling of
authenticity. Author Kate Harris, reflecting on the death of the missionary John Allen
Chau when attempting to invade North Sentinel Island, summarizes a tourist’s mindset as
both fetishizing and destroying the ideal they are seeking:
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A certain breed of traveller craves visiting “untouched” places and
interacting with “authentic” peoples, and a certain breed of tour operator
promises to deliver you to and among them—for a price. Or rather two:
one you fork over and one the place or people you visit must pay … We
want what we want when we go abroad, which often is the untouched, the
authentic—even as our arrival, by definition, undermines those very
qualities in a place or of a culture and contributes to the slow, involuntary
conversion of one way of life into another. (Harris)
Visitors want to feel like they are discovering something new, but something in line with
their image of the racialized, exoticized other (MacCarthy 341). As a result, this product
is fundamentally built off of Western superiority and the othering of non-Western
cultures. In this way, it serves to further cement whiteness as ‘progress’ through
homogenization and everybody else as exotic and primitive.
Although the Cape, tied to a misrepresentative Mayflower narrative steeped in
white supremacy, is not exoticized in this way, our history (and present reality) of
tourism has very similar roots. As previously explained, visitors flocked to the Cape to
reinforce class and racial distinctions and revel in myths about white supremacy. As such,
we have been permanently wed to the ideal of the working-class rural idyllic: a place
where our history has been transformed into consumables and the real problems of people
who live here go overlooked. The romanticization of the “simple life” that fuels rural or
cultural tourism (MacCarthy 349) has eaten all of what we are. We are associated with a
false commercialized idea of the “rustic” that is actively damaging to our lived
experiences through romanticization and erasure. This is a fairly common phenomenon in
vacation areas. While many people assume that they are experiencing an “authentic”
experience if they interact with locals or partake in unscripted activities, their search for
the authentic rural inherently commodifies their experience here. Take, for example, the
concept of “Island Time.” Most tourists, second homeowners, and retirees have this
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image of the Cape as untroubled, charming, and relaxing; a playground that only exists to
fulfill the needs of vacationers and disappears when they leave, or a picturesque haven
detached from the struggles of reality. This gives rise to the idea of “Island Time:” the
half-joke that time, indeed, reality itself, doesn’t apply when you’re on vacation. This
may seem innocuous enough for people on vacation (as, to be fair, they’re taking time off
work to enjoy themselves). However, it has become a knee-jerk assumption that
everywhere people go to vacation is idyllic year-round for everybody who lives there.
Tourism creates a single image of Cape Cod, built off of tourists’ desires and
stereotypes about the area. This commodified culture sold to tourists, by nature, is static.
Tourists assume “authentic” culture is unmoving, unchanging — a series of objects,
images, and performances to be consumed (MacCarthy 340, Ramos 212). These
commodified culture-products are, by design, easily replicable and mass-produced.
However, “real,” actively practiced culture is just that: actively practiced, actively
changing — a living, breathing thing. A commodified, unchanging depiction of culture
can never truly be authentic. Conversely, truly authentic culture cannot be commodified
since it is kept alive by and belongs to the group practicing it, never outsiders. If inherited
knowledge and culture are being sold, they become something other than an actively
practiced culture. Take charter fishing, for example. Charter fishermen are paid by
tourists to help them catch fish. This involves securing the required permits, making sure
all of the proper equipment is on board, taking customers out to areas where the captain
knows there are fish, setting up the equipment, teaching them how to let the line down or
cast, helping them reel in, and then cleaning the fish. While fishing is an important part of
Cape history and culture, tourists are paying to consume a sanitized version, distanced
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from the realities of living and fishing on the Cape and centered around the experience
the tourists want to have. Outside of chartering, the lives and experiences of fishermen
are much different — we do the work ourselves, we utilize what we know from living
and working on the Cape, and most importantly, our experiences and interactions aren’t
censored by money and the requirements of tourism. Visitors are paying to supposedly
engage in a culture without putting in any of the work or realizing that what they are
consuming is not the same culture that we are actively practicing. These distinctions may
seem trivial, but the commodification in and of itself draws a line between the creators of
a culture and those consuming a sanitized version of it. Despite these realities, our
identity has been steamrolled in favor of maintaining this image of the consumable,
fauxthentic static, splitting Cape Cod from Cape Cod™. This is the double-edged sword
of “authentic” cultural tourism on Cape Cod: not only are we selling a false performance
of ourselves, it threatens our ability to control our identity.
As frustrating as this misrepresentation is, this erasure of culture has much
broader consequences than just explaining to people that not everybody on Cape Cod
owns a yacht. As a result of tourism and Cape Cod™, we no longer have any control over
our own memory or narrative. Tourism promotes a false, romanticized culture divorced
from (and obscuring) the cultural and political reality of the region (Ramos 210). As we
already know, the prevailing image of Cape Cod is a static bastardization of our real
culture — we are frozen in time so as to fit tourists’ ideas about the Cape. This translates
into an erasure of our true heritage — both good and bad — and the diversity of our
communities and cultures. For example, believe it or not, locals are still making a living
fishing on Cape Cod, and it is an important part of our culture to this day. However, with
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some notable exceptions, it doesn’t look like it did 300 years ago — instead of sea
captains and tall ships, it’s motorboats and GPS systems. Despite this, tourists are still
shelling out the big bucks for the traditional aesthetic, which reinforces the idea of the
Cape as a static place. Just as importantly, this romanticized portrayal of fishing culture
further entrenches the idea of the Cape as a homogenous colonial culture centered around
Mayflower imagery, erasing both the Cape’s real history and the troubling, often
horrendous, realities of that time (such as the Cape’s role in the slave trade). It also erases
the struggles modern fishermen go through, from overfishing to poverty to the denial of
Indigenous fishing rights to injury or even death. In this way, tourism has also painted a
whitewashed picture of the Cape devoid of its intricacies — Portuguese, Jamaican,
Wampanoag, LGBTQ+, and other marginalized Cape communities do not fit into our
narrative unless as objects or cultural phenomena to consume, outright denied
representation or rights unless groups in power can take advantage of their existence.
How often do you hear visitors care about Wampanoag issues outside of Plimoth
Plantation or Powwow? Or LGBTQ+ locals outside of visiting Provincetown and treating
the community as a spectacle? Or Portuguese locals outside of visiting the Portuguese
bakery or annual Portuguese festival in Provincetown? Or Jamaican locals outside of
their role as guestworkers, if at all? The Blessing of the Fleet and Powwow and other
local customs are still practiced and meaningful to the communities of the Cape. Our
traditions haven’t died out, they’ve just become another element of our lives for visitors
to consume. Clearly, tourism is a spectacle. But when we step back and look at the effects
on local communities, we can see that the prioritization of this spectacle is drastically out
of line: “ … under conditions of neoliberalism, the heritage and culture that is preserved
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and financially supported is that which is best able to demonstrate its marketability to
tourists and potential profitability” (Ramos 212). The actively practiced cultures of Cape
Cod are dying out thanks to the phenomenon of “heritage tourism.” The concept of the
“local” has become a marketing tactic rather than something actually designed to support
local industries or communities.
Cultural erasure and cultural commodification, clearly, go hand-in-hand. The
latter has caused the former: a static repackaging, a parody, a bastardization of Cape Cod,
all for the sake of making a quick buck. A “typical Cape experience” for the vast majority
of visitors might include a day on Corporation Beach, mini-golf, buying hermit crabs,
eating fried seafood, visiting the Pilgrim Monument, and picking up a few souvenirs and
a soft-serve ice cream on the way home. Others come here for “science tourism,” visiting
the Audubon Society and the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, often (but not
always) without critically engaging with the realities of environmental devastation the
Cape is struggling with and participating in the broader issues with tourism. When people
from away think about what Cape Cod culture is, they frequently think of bland white
heterosexual beach weddings, getting drunk by the ocean, spandy-new cookie-cutter
mini-mansions with fake starfish pasted up in the windows, hydrangeas, Nantucket red
capri pants and lurid Lilly Pulitzer dresses, neon-green golf courses, the Kennedys,
hermit crabs, and that pink Vineyard Vines whale that haunts my dreams. As a local, I
can tell you that the idea of the majority of the people I know engaging the vast majority
of these is laughable. This isn’t who we are! At least, to those of us with a connection to
the difficulties of living on Cape Cod and actively practicing our culture, it is. Perhaps
the most frustrating part is our complicity in all of this. Tourism, after all, was created by
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locals. However, the benefits of this system rarely go to those of us who need it the most,
instead reinforcing a wealthy elite propagating the erasure of our culture for their own
gain. For many young people on Cape Cod, their identities and authenticity as Cape
Codders correlate with tourist-centric consumer culture instead of the practiced identity
they could be being taught instead. The preconceptions of the wealthy (or assumptions
about Cape Cod’s relative wealth) and the enforcing of a homogenized cultural whiteness
driven by tourist capitalism are forcing a false culture onto Cape Cod: a culture pasted
over our true face and erasing our history.
The natural question to ask is: what’s happening to the “real culture;” cultures
actually being practiced by locals? The problem is that we are no longer being taught our
traditions or any culture outside of what has been commodified, and as a result, our
traditional knowledge and cultural identities are dying. Capitalism and the neoliberal
valuation of wealth and power have devalued inherited knowledge, crushing culture and
making indigenous practices incredibly difficult for many to sustain. The cultural
practices we are permitted to engage in are the ones bringing us the money of people who
want to see us as a spectacle. Young Cape Codders must continue to be taught how to tell
a clam hole from a raindrop, how to scratch for quahogs without dropping them all, how
to cook clam pie and jag and venison sobaheg and jerk chicken (“Wampanoag Recipes”),
how to set the hook, how to take care of your neighbors, how to gaff a forty-inch striped
bass the first time around, how to sing sea shanties, which invasive critters to use as bait,
how to speak Wôpanâak, how to tell a good cranberry from a rotten one, how to play the
fiddle and the water drum (Thomas) — above all, how to continue practicing our
cultures. While having this discussion, it is crucial to keep in mind that Wampanoag
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memorykeeping is continually targeted by ongoing colonial violence in conjunction with
the aforementioned suppression of tourist capitalism, and that racialized groups on Cape
Cod are targeted by racism, making these archival initiatives more difficult. We must
continue advocating for the right of all Cape Codders to preserve memory without
outside violence, especially those of us descended from colonizers and those of us who
are not targeted by racism. Every Cape Codder deserves the right to live and love and
celebrate ourselves in a way that upholds the strength of our community based on their
inherent value and beauty, not how much we can make from selling them to visitors. But
unless we are freed from the restrictions of tourist/second home/retirement capitalism,
none of us will ever be able to regain control of our stories, our cultures, and our lives.
Phil Inman: When I first came down here, I went to school. They had already been
studying for— They knew more than I did, obviously, but they were pretty decent about
the history and the history of the potential of the Vikings having landed in Bass River and
an exactly what they owed to the Native peoples. They've utilized it, they've used it and, in
some cases, abused it. I think that the failure to necessarily integrate or accept the
[Native] peoples [pause] at an earlier time has been disadvantageous for us because I
think it could have been much more told about the history of the Cape.
Interviewer: Do you think losing parts of Cape history or culture is necessary to the
development of capitalism and tourism? What are the pros and cons of this process?
Phil: No, I don't think they should have to lose anything. I think people come here to see
the history. To see the culture. To see what's going on.
Interviewer: You don't think it's being commodified and transforms through that process?
Phil: In some cases, yes. In some cases, they're — they’re taking advantage of some of the
history that's gone on here to make a business out of it. I'll use the widow for that as an
example of that being what it is. Same thing as you will get some of the Wampanoags
when they do their tribal meetings in August. They bring them and everybody come in,
almost like will say, rodeo, type spectacular, whatever else come and watch the natives,
let them watch, whatever.
Yes, there's a little bit of that. Is it necessary? They may find it necessary to at least let
people know that they have a culture and that they do exist. People still don’t know about
the fact that because we're so far removed because this is not the West. The West is the
only place you think they're being Indians. People still don't have enough of a sense of
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the history of this part of the world to understand that this is where they first were. The
Natives here will call the People of the First Light and people don't understand that. They
don't think that there are Indians here. They think Squanto and the rest of the crew,
they're just a bunch of whatever guys happening around here. We'll have Thanksgiving,
do the whole deal, life will be great, and so forth. They don't understand a lot. There isn't
enough of the history is going on. Will it ever happen again? I don't know if we'll have to
happen again. This has become— We have basically become a suburb of Europe. If you
could get what exactly what I'm trying to say. There's more European culture here than
there is perhaps anyplace else in the country. We do go along, particularly, the AngloSaxon. There are other European groups that are in here, but even with that, as you
know, the history the whole place, they all had to fight their way up to be accepted. If
they've been accepted in the culture, it's because they were the same flavor as everybody
else.
Katie Armstrong: I don't know. I think from the perspective of, again, someone who grew
up in the Cape Cod public education system, for the most part, I think we just lost
learning and even knowing about this really important part, both of history and also of
today. A lot of times, Native people and their cultures are painted like objects in the
museum in the past. All historical not like it's an actual living, evolving culture. That gets
me and also wasn't something that I thought about until a little more recently since I went
to college and was able to study abroad and really gained those perspectives. Also
definitely the natural resources like you said, with the fishing and their land. This is their
land. We're living on their land. It's not our land and we're treating it as if it's this
property that we can buy and sell. It's not. It’s not our property, it's theirs and we took it
from them and we should give it back. [laughs] I don't know how or how you would ever
get people to do that and on such a large scale and everything. But it's not ours and it
was never ours and never will be ours. It's theirs and America is stolen country, America
is a stolen land. I have a lot of feelings about this.
I think that our history, and the history also of settler-colonialism, is a history that needs
to be taught, and if tourists and people who live here aren't willing to look at that and be
like, "Yes, I'm contributing to this. This is something that happened and here I am and my
ancestors did this," and at least, at the very least acknowledge that then they shouldn't be
here [laughs]. I think that's mostly what I have to say with that is, I think that it should be
told the way that it happened, and if people can't deal with it or want to paint it over, they
shouldn't be here.
Dylan Kaplowitz: If you want to keep building up the tourist industry and the capitalistic
spirit of it, it's always going to destroy Cape history and it's always going to be bad. You
might gain another place to get, a decent smoothie on Cape. You might gain a few more
parking spots at a beach, but what you're going to lose is hundreds of years of hardworking people, trying to make it on a little island shaped like an arm, honestly. It's just
going to become another— You might as well just go to Florida, honestly. [laughs] … It's
just a copy and paste every single time.
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Kat Szmit: I don't think we should have to lose anything for progress, I think that's
frightening. I think that's — if I were to look at that in the perspective of the Native
people, the Wampanoag, I would be very afraid to see their culture be overshadowed by
everything else. That would be sad … People, they go down to the fish pier and they
watch and they think it's cute and the seal will swim up and there'll be like, "That's
lovely," and they don't realize that the dude on the boat who's scooping the fish into the
bucket has been up probably since three or four in the morning, was out on the water
before the sun came up, and has to do that every almost every day to make his living. Yes,
we do a lot to educate people around here and explain and it's not just for your viewing
pleasure that this guy is down there with his boat. I think it gets lost and that's the part
that makes me sad. Nothing should get lost in order to make progress. Progress should
include the true history of a place which is messy and beautiful all at the same time.
Sayuri Kingsbury: The changing is good, actually, but you cannot forget how it was. If
it's bad changes, that’s no good, but if it's developing or necessary change we should
accept it.
Otto Anderson: There's a lot of history that I know. There's a lot of history. The Cape is
like a history town. It's up to the people living here and the young ones coming up to
preserve that history so they can attract tourists to continue coming on a year-to-year
basis.

Taking the Helm: Memorykeeping, Agency, and the Future of Cape Cod

In almost every sense, Cape Cod has lost control of its story within history. We
have been dealing with widespread ignorance about the consequences of tourism, a
deliberate Yankee ignoring of modern colonial violence, a repurposing and
misrepresentation of our culture, and a dying-out of a good amount of inherited
knowledge on the Cape. I fear that the world has forgotten who we truly are, and even
more terrifying, we will lose this ourselves. Of course, this is not an accident. The system
of tourist capitalism and second homeownership has grown far out of hand and drowns
out the experiences and voices of struggling locals — if we are even in a position to
speak up for ourselves. One of the most powerful examples of this is that, at almost every
turn, I have heard my fears and grief reflected back in the voices of my loved ones and
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neighbors. Meanwhile, not a single person I have spoken to who isn’t from Cape Cod
was aware of the problems we are dealing with. The crux of the matter is that we are not
allowed to direct our own narratives. Cape Codders are reduced to kitschy public
spectacles or erased in many histories through the colonial lie of a complete genocide of
the Wampanoag. As such, locals, in all the diversity of our identities and struggles, no
longer exist in the public eye through the violence of colonialism and the destruction of
tourism. After all, “nobody lives here in the winter.” Of course, as almost any local can
tell you, many communities on Cape Cod cherish our cultures and continue to practice
them, from Wampanoag wampum jewelers, to Jamaican chefs, to small-time local
historians from every walk of life. But as a descendant of the people who brought both
colonialism and tourism to the area, I mourn the day my descendants will no longer
remember how to dig for steamers or scale a striped bass, if we even have any left. I am
thankful every single day for the wisdom and history passed onto me by my father, and
am keenly aware that I am one of very few young Cape Codders left who has been taught
these valuable skills.4 I strongly believe that the way forward for us and future Cape
Codders needs to be self-directed. Different communities and cultures on Cape Cod face
different challenges with the nuances of memorykeeping and power dynamics, such as
the harmful effects of tourism and/or continuing colonial violence. Communities of color
throughout the Cape must deal with both the deeply rooted historical racism of the area as
well as the weight of tourism, while Wampanoag memorykeepers face the challenges

4

From my observation and experience, it seems to me that inherited knowledge is not as valued among
white Cape Codders, and more visible with young Wampanoag Cape Codders. However, I am not a
member of that community and will make no claims to knowing this for a fact. It is important to note that
as the descendents of colonizers, it would not be surprising to me for local Yankees to be giving up this
practice, and for local Wampanoag to be continuing it.
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from tourism, racism, and colonialism. As it is right now, memory and history on-Cape
are struggling with both modern silencing through tourism and a long legacy of colonial
silencing. Resolving this begins with reclaiming Cape stories and memory: from popular
narrative to cultural preservation to archives and museums, we need to be the ones at the
helm, preserving our culture and history by and for ourselves first, instead of writing our
narratives with tourists and cultural customers in mind. To do so, we must
wholeheartedly embrace active memorykeeping above static preservation. From teaching
our children traditional skills, songs, and cultural practices, to nurturing and
strengthening community bonds, to being open and honest about all of our past, we must
treat history as a living thing to actively practice and maintain.
Historian MT Clanchy defines the role of an archivist as “keepers of a society’s
collective record of the past” (Carter 220). Many archivists hold themselves to this
definition and promote the idea of an archive as both a neutral territory and a sacred
bastion of knowledge (Carter 220). However, this is both a misleading and restrictive
conceptualization of the archival space. Archives are designed to preserve society’s
histories, but it is up to the archivists to ensure that all memories are preserved (Carter
220). Contradictorily, archives are fundamentally built off of a long history of refusing to
do just that. Archives and the materials archivists, historians, and governments choose to
preserve in them have traditionally been used to further specific narratives and silence the
voices and stories of the oppressed, while simultaneously alienating communities from
their own memories by restricting access (Ketelaar 226, 230, 235). The standards for the
modern Western archive were constructed in the nineteenth century to prop up the
institution of the state, and as such, exert the restrictions that Western powers would force
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onto groups they marginalize (Jimerson 276). Western archives are both the model for
modern archives and the site of much archival violence. They claim neutrality while
repressing the lived experiences of the cultures they exploit and harm, as they
simultaneously deny these communities access to the information preserved within.
Much of the cultural memory of Hawai’i (Holla), for example, was forced into the rigid
expectations of Western archives following coloniation. These methods of historykeeping
expected written information in an academic format, and enforced this standard upon the
nation. Thanks to this form of standardization, Hawaiian history has suffered. Pacific
Islands historian and professor David Hanlon describes the experience of an unnamed
Hawaiian researcher looking for written records of hula chants, or mele, in a Hawaiian
library. The researcher found that the librarians had made assumptions about the records
and were confused about their meaning. As a consequence of this, they neglected to
correctly catalogue or index the information and often provided misinformation to
visitors, such as withholding the true number of records or different versions available.
When the colonizers took responsibility for preserving the nation’s history, not only did
they do so without the consent of its people, they eschewed traditional Pacific methods of
historykeeping (such as singing and dancing), thereby inevitably damaging history
(Hanlon 9). Hanlon speaks on the formulation of memorykeeping set up by colonizers: “
… the practice of history, in the Euro-American world anyway, has been intimately tied
to libraries and archival collections … [which] hold the stuff, the raw material if you will,
from which history is fashioned. The ‘history’ to which I refer is a very culturally specific
way of approaching the past. Its deepest intellectual roots lie in the Judeo-Roman
tradition: it draws from the principles of science and is often written from the perspective
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and political structure of the nation state … [it] often presumes that all human history is
ultimately about development and progress” (Hanlon 9). It is natural that a system
designed to oppress and exploit entire civilizations would prioritize narratives about
‘development’ and ‘progress’ over culture — or assume that the colonized would not
have science or progress themselves. Western ideology spreads itself like a plague over
the unwilling, trumpeting claims of civilization and modernity. The Western archive has
fully embraced the idea of the white savior. Because archivists have the privilege of
academic training, they believe themselves more qualified to take on the task of archiving
the communities they aim to preserve. This, in and of itself, is the crux of the issue: a
prioritization of Western ideals and a devaluing of cultural knowledge as ‘primitive.’ As
these academics move into the spaces that belong to a community, they deem themselves
(whether explicitly or silently) the experts and take control of memory. It is firmly
entrenched in the way academia approaches history that the creators of a culture,
paradoxically, are not qualified enough to take on the job of preserving their own
memory. The surprising part is that we would expect them, both the systems themselves
and the information deemed worthy of being preserved within them, to be neutral.
Objectivity and neutrality in archives and historical accounts means nothing more
than maintaining the status quo and suppressing the voices of those affected by the
violent forces of history. According to philosopher Jacques Derrida, control of the
archives serves as the necessary basis upon which the state forms its power (Jimerson
254). Archives and histories are often created to promote a specific narrative and uphold
the power of an oppressive group. In his essay on leaving professional archives and
racism within the field, “abolitionist, archivist, & anthropologist” (@jmddrake), Jarrett
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M. Drake, one of the scholars whose questioning of archives inspired this thesis,
describes the true nature of academic archives: “The purpose of the archival profession is
to curate the past, not confront it; to entrench inequality, not eradicate it; to erase black
lives, not ennoble them” (Drake, “I’m Leaving”). Archives and archivists require
themselves to remain married to objectivity and neutrality, preserving memory without
questioning what it means or how their job is replicating injustice without addressing it.
This standard is thanks to the establishment of archives as a fundamental arm of the
power of the state. To quote famous South African archivist Verne Harris, “Any attempt
to be impartial constitutes a choice, whether conscious or not, to replicate if not to
reinforce prevailing relations of power” (Jimerson 262). As institutions fundamentally
designed to reinforce the power of the colonizer, we cannot expect true neutrality, or even
fairness, from traditional archives. In his groundbreaking essay, “Secrecy, Archives, and
the Public Interest,” historian Howard Zinn writes: “the archivist, in subtle ways, tends to
perpetuate the political and economic status quo simply by going about his ordinary
business. His supposed neutrality is, in other words, a fake. If so, the rebellion of the
archivist against his normal role is not, as so many scholars fear, the politicizing of a
neutral craft, but the humanizing of an inevitably political craft” (Zinn 20). Archives have
been defined by oppressive Western thought and academic elitism to erase any emotion.
This is meant to make it easier for history to dehumanize its most marginalized subjects,
intentionally forgetting not only their lives, joys, and sorrows, but objections to violence,
setting in stone the adage, “history is written by the victors.” Teresia Teaiwa, with the
University of the South Pacific, cried during her presentation in 1996 on Banaba Island
history, researched using British colonial records (Hanlon 14). Her emotional connection
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to (or “subjectivity” towards) her home island does not, as traditional archival theory
would suggest, make her narrative biased and therefore invalid. I would contest, as both
Osorio and Hanlon do, that these emotions should not only be welcome in, but are
necessary to any account. Emotions of historical agents are an intrinsic part of history,
whether those inflicting violence like it or not. Subjectivity provides depth and value to a
narrative and the perspectives of people experiencing an event are inextricable from
history.
A revolutionary archival project challenging traditional archives and their rules is
archivists Stacie M. Williams’s and Jarrett M. Drake’s work with the People’s Archive of
Police Violence in Cleveland. The archive was created collaboratively by a group of
archivists following the 2015 acquittal of Cleveland police officer Michael Brelo for his
2012 murder of Timothy Russell and Malissa Williams. After the court decision,
archivists on Twitter came together to discuss what they could do for the Cleveland
community, especially seeing as the Society of American Archivists’s annual meeting
was scheduled to be held in the city that year. Following consultation with community
members and lots of planning, the Archive was established (Williams and Drake). Their
mission is centered around a desire to build a space for victims of police violence to share
and access their stories, as well as a consideration for “participation, perspective, and
power” (Williams and Drake 14). To contribute a narrative or materials, a Clevelander
can simply upload information with metadata (“A People’s Archive”). This archive
(while it lacks a physical location) is available to the community affected by the issue it
seeks to preserve, flying directly in the face of the archival traditions of classism and
racism. There are no prerequisites to contributing to the archive, despite the fact that the
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way we talk about history often comes with requirements. The voices in charge of any
narrative are, more often than not, wealthy, white men in academia who swear up and
down their commitment to neutrality. As we have established, this is clearly a farce, and
objectivity has become nothing more than a pretty term for a dedication to preserving the
power of the oppressor. The People’s Archive challenges archives by making a
dedication to social justice, the right of people affected by violence to have their voices
heard, and countering the narrative of false objectivity. Drake and Williams embraced
Howard Zinn’s call for a democratic archive and brought the power of memorykeeping,
as they wrote, directly to the people (Williams and Drake 1). Like Drake, I believe that
traditional archives are structured around this idea of oppression. If there is a way
forward for archives, as Drake explains, it must prioritize a community over profit,
control, and the will of the state (Drake, “Liberatory Archives”).
When defining the role of an archivist, Verne Harris argues that it is “moral[ly]
imperative” that archivists as history-keepers remember their duty to both recognize and
fight societal oppression within their work (Jimerson 261). The only way to align these
values with the obviously conflicting structure of archives as they are now is by
transferring control to the creators of the memories themselves. As seen on Cape Cod,
when a group is not in control of their own memory, we lose control over everything
from our culture to our ability to make our struggles known to the world. Many
progressive archivists and archival theorists have been calling for increased
communication between the archivist and the communities they serve. This can come in
the form of archivist Rodney Carter suggesting that archivists include “members of
community groups [in] the planning and administrative processes” (231) or the Library of
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Congress deciding to return “salvage anthropologist” Jesse Walter Fewkes’s stolen
recordings of the Passamaquoddy (Kim). However, I believe that we cannot and should
not stop there. While I am not the first to do so, I am advocating for a rethinking and
dismantling of the academic archive as we know it. Increased communication between
academia and the people is not nearly enough. How can an archive ever possibly distance
itself from the violence of the apparatus of the state and the privileged if not by
transferring total control to the communities it supposedly seeks to represent? When
communities are not in charge of their own memories in academic settings, decisions are
made for them, without them. Their voices are interpreted, not necessarily with consent,
by outsiders who have a vested interest in misrepresenting them. Take, for example, the
way the Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce, a conservative institution that promotes the
area to tourists, describes Cape life: “Outstanding educational attainment, nationally
ranking healthcare outcomes, and unparalleled places to live & play add up to a lifestyle
that is the envy of most” (“Hear Why These Cape Codders Love Living and Working
Here!”). When contrasted with the interviews I, a lifelong local, conducted with my
neighbors, the discrepancies become obvious. Archives where creators are not in control
follow a traditional anthropological and colonial method of preservation. By normalizing
the recording of history by one supposedly more educated group and championing
objectivity, archives as they are now ensure that history is written by the victors. Dr.
Andrew Flinn, archival scholar, defines community archives as such: “Community
histories or community archives are the grassroots activities of documenting, recording
and exploring community heritage in which community participation, control and
ownership of the project is essential. This activity might or might not happen in
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association with formal heritage organisations but the impetus and direction should come
from within the community itself” (emphasis my own) (153). While not every archive is
a colonial archive, the modern archive is built off of this model of repression, power
struggle, and a prioritization of “objectivity.” This dynamic can be found throughout
Cape Cod histories. From our misrepresentation of colonization and genocide, to a coverup of every aspect of tourism, our true voices, histories, and opinions are rarely heard. By
comparison, when creators are in control of memory, it more accurately reflects the lived
experiences of a community and allows the community a direct and active connection to
its history and culture.
When we restrict archives and community memory to closed-off archives,
museums aimed at tourists, or static memory-keeping and cultural institutions, not only
do we more frequently than not ensure misrepresentation, we separate past history and
culture from active history and culture. By sealing off history as a stagnant, inaccessible
“relic,” communities lose the ability to preserve their culture as something active and
constantly evolving, as well as the ability to critically examine the impact history still has
on the modern day. The modern archive, as we have established, has unfortunately
deviated little from its oppressive origins, and often follows a very strict, narrow
definition of what constitutes formal history. Take, for example, archivist Donald A.
Ritchie’s definition of oral history from Doing Oral History:
Simply put, oral history collects memories and personal commentaries of
historical significance through recorded interviews … Recordings of the
interview are transcribed, summarized, or indexed and then placed in a
library or archives. These interviews may be used for research or
excerpted in a publication, radio or video documentary, museum
exhibition, dramatization or other form of public presentation. (19)
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By defining oral history along these lines, Ritchie erases the millennia of cultures
preserving their memory orally without “validating” it through a Western academic
institution, as well as the myriad cultures that continue to do so today. Just look at the
oral history of the Wampanoag, or even the tradition of oral history that has passed
valuable information down within my family from generation to generation. He also
generally restricts its purpose to consumption by an outside group for either independent
research or simple spectacle. These histories should not be evaluated solely based on their
value to academic researchers or tourists, but first and foremost, their importance to the
communities they belong to. When memory and history are controlled by an outside
group, it frequently prevents a community from accessing its culture and history through
decontextualization and a removal of access. As previously mentioned, white settlers on
Cape Cod banned the speaking of Wôpanâak (“Project History”). Growing up on the
Cape (albeit as non-Native), I never heard a single mention of the language or its violent
suppression when learning about the history of my home. In 1993, Wampanoag scholar
and language specialist jessie ‘little doe’ baird founded the Wôpanâak Language
Reclamation Project. The Project aims to reestablish the language, as “it is the birth right
of each Wampanoag child and adult to speak her or his Language given by Creator.”
Since its founding, the Project has fostered the writing of a Wôpanâak dictionary, an
immersion camp and curriculum, a summer program, and community lessons. Thanks to
the Project, a young girl is now being raised with Wôpanâak as her first language
(“Project History”). The Project also offers translation services, with some crucial
caveats:
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Please note that we will not consider the following types of requests:
● Names for your non-native child
● Names for your non-tribally owned property/home (especially if
there is evidence of Wampanoag ancestral remains)
● Names for your pet
● Translations for words you are using in your Wampanoag-based
historical novel/song/poem/other, content for which hasn’t first
been vetted through the Wampanoag community
● Wôpanâak words for tattoos for non-tribally affiliated individuals
(“Translation Request”)
The Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project is a vitally important project for
Wampanoag history and culture. It is very clearly for the benefit of the Wampanoag
community, and not for non-Native people to use Wampanoag history, culture, and
language as an accessory or spectacle. After its repression through colonial violence,
Wôpanâak is now being deliberately preserved and taught by Wampanoag people, for
Wampanoag people. Active memorykeeping allows communities control over what is
rightfully theirs, as well as keeping culture and history alive (“Project History”).
When historians attempt to establish a narrative for a community that is not theirs,
it is static — every single time. From museums to archives, static historical preservation
takes the form of either cold, unmoving storage spaces where living history goes to die,
or spectacles for visitors to gawk at “a time gone by.” There is almost never an active
connection to the community that, more likely than not, is still around with a living
connection to this culture. In her series of tintype photos of traditional Appalachian
musicians, photographer Lisa Elmaleh, gushed, “What I gained by moving [to Paw Paw,
West Virginia] is this community of people who live more deliberately and close to the
land … They are Americans who are carrying on a tradition that does not have a whole
lot of vanity to it … a music of a rural place, that speaks of a time when things were
simpler” (Elmaleh and Estrin). What Elmaleh doesn’t understand about Paw Paw, and
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what tourists don’t understand about Cape Cod, is that in her celebration of a rurality and
a culture new to her, she is subjecting it to just that — becoming a subject for her to put
on a pedestal and sell to outsiders. It is easier to claim that a people, in particular rural
peoples or those subject to racialization, hearken back to a ‘simpler time.’ But these
people’s lives carry on, whether outsiders are there to romanticize them or not. Just
because you don’t see us and can’t consume us doesn’t mean we aren’t there. We are
actively preserving our own histories — singing the same songs, catching the same fish,
living and loving as ourselves before anybody attached a monetary value to or
romanticization of our existence. Our histories and lives, whether or not you photograph
us, carry on without you, firmly our own and (despite the threat of erasure) still very
much alive.
When I conducted my oral history project, I was acutely aware of the fact that I
was a Cape Codder interviewing other Cape Codders, as well as of my intentions with the
project. While this thesis is meant to educate people from away about issues affecting
Cape Cod, I was also determined to make something with and for my community about
our culture as well as the issues I felt affected us the most deeply. While I stayed
respectful of others’ opinions, I made no pretense at objectivity. As such, the
conversations I had with these people, many of whom were close friends, were both
emotionally intense and cathartic. For me, they were a validation and acknowledgement
of feelings I had been struggling with for a long time, as well as a celebration of Cape
Cod and its people. These oral narratives represent a communication process unimpeded
by the influences of tourist capitalism, revisionist history, and false neutrality.
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One of my favorite moments of any interview was singing sea shanties with my
best friend, Katie Armstrong. Katie and I both have very different relationships with the
ocean. I am the descendant of mariners, and grew up on my dad’s sixteen-foot skiff,
fishing, clamming, and exploring the Cape. My parents joke that I learned how to swim
before I could walk; the ocean and all of its marshes and flats are my home. I taught
myself sea shanties out of my passion for folk music and music history, my love for my
history and culture, and a desire to connect more with this part of myself. Katie, though a
washashore, is both a singer and a dyed-in-the-wool local like me. She learned sea
shanties during her time sailing on tall ships as a part of Sea Education Association
Semester. Singing has always been a significant part of her life and identity, as has her
study of coastal and marine sciences. The music we share together represents many
different things for the two of us, but above all, it is a celebration of our love for the Cape
and mingled pain and hope for its future. This is what active memorykeeping means to
me: a community taking control of our narrative, confronting our past and present, and
continuing to practice our culture. In “Songs of Our Natural Selves: The Enduring Voice
of Nature in Hawaiian Music,” historian, author, and director of the Center for Hawaiian
Studies at the University of Hawai’i Dr. Jonathan Kamakawiwo’ole Osorio explains the
importance of traditional songs both within history and to his community:
Whenever I perform these songs, I make myself, and a portion of my
audience, into a relic of history … .I can see, when people sing along with
me, eyes shining and brimming with memories, that we are all reliving
similar moments. This is one fundamental experience attached to these
songs that I could not share with you, my audience today. We do not have
a common history. The poetry of that history, perhaps, means nothing to
any of you except as colorful and interesting relics. On the other hand,
perhaps these songs speak to you as well. Not through a shared
experience, but through your memories and the histories that your islands
have written upon you. And perhaps, in the sharing of this poetry, we have
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begun to create a history for ourselves. If or when you hear these songs
again, they will not be alien to you and they will have meaning for you.
And you will realize that when we write histories, we are doing nothing
more than we have done today, creating new memories out of old ones.
(432)
Dr. Osorio’s reflections clearly speak to why it is so vital for communities to be in charge
of their own memories. As a place and culture targeted by both colonialism and tourism,
Hawai’i has long been denied the right to self-image and active cultural practice. Many
communities on Cape Cod are victimized by one or both of these forces, and
memorykeeping politics are riddled with similar issues. When cultural outsiders consume
the memory of a culture, it is all too often for selfish purposes with no real connection or
understanding. If archives and memorykeepers come to realize the value of communities
actively practicing their own cultures without taking a predatory approach, we can begin
moving away from restrictive, often violent archives and methods of preservation and
allow communities to take charge of their history. In his foundational essay on archival
silences, Rodney Carter emphasizes the importance of archives within a community:
“Archives are ‘how we know ourselves as individuals, groups, and societies,’ so without
archives, the possibility of gaining and maintaining knowledge over time is severely
compromised. In the face of archival silence, it is very difficult to form a sense of
collective identity. When there is no archival memory to anchor oneself to, the sense of a
shared past is lacking. Knowledge of the commonalities that link individuals together is
missing. This has a very direct impact on the group’s ability to form an identity” (221).
Culture is one of the foundational building blocks of a community. Whether that means
practicing local traditions and celebrations, sharing cultural traditions, or communal
memory and “local secrets,” every community has a language that its people all share.
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However, the rise of capitalism and neoliberalism have broken down these bonds, driving
community members apart from each other. Through the forward march of capitalism
and so-called “progress,” culture has become homogeneous. Local identities are wiped
out and replaced by mass-market suburban blear — local businesses replaced by Dollar
Trees, seashells collected locally replaced by imported HomeGoods starfish, wetus
replaced by Cape cottages replaced by McMansions. Paradoxically, tourist capitalism has
bulldozed local culture to make the Cape more comfortable for visitors, especially
wealthy visitors, while simultaneously propping up a kitchified version of our culture to
make their experience here just different enough from whatever bland, soulless suburb
they call home. If the Cape and its locals are to survive, we must come together as a
community through active memorykeeping, celebrating our culture, and community
organizing.
The consequences of our choices are coming down hard and fast on Cape Cod.
We’re floundering in the middle of an opioid crisis, the repercussions of terrible
infrastructure, waves and waves and waves of tourists growing every year, an ongoing
environmental disaster, rapidly accelerating suburbanization and gentrification, a federal
administration actively working to steal Wampanoag land, and a housing crisis so
outrageous it’s surreal. As I write this, the owners of the giant McMansions on the shore
of the north side of Dennis have begun soft erosion control. Construction vehicles are
driving back and forth (completely legally) across the fragile habitat of the flats, harming
our already devastated environment while delaying the inevitable collapse. Cape Cod is
on the fast track to tumbling into the sea. Every time my father and I walk across the flats
with our rakes, the houses on the dunes feel wider, taller, their turrets and additions
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towering over us. Their weight settles heavy over the land. As we walk, we talk of waste,
wealth, inequality, and home as the lights in these empty houses shine out over the
shadowy sand. The sled we pull behind us is full of clams. I can’t help but wonder how
many trips we have left before the sled starts coming back half-empty. How much longer
we have before it’s all gone. It’s time to do something, or we’re going to wake up with
the tide over our heads — very soon. Cape Codders must begin to value our community
and our right to exist on our own terms over the myth that the industries of tourism and
second homeownership will save us.
To start, we can raise property taxes on second homeowners. If we raise them
high enough, Cape towns can collect enough revenue to begin buying these homes back.
Not only will this be a huge relief to the housing pressures, but it will offer us an
opportunity to begin rebuilding our community. These massive buildings and their land
can serve as community centers, homeless shelters, group housing, or community farms.
From there, we can think about banning the construction of any homes intended for
second homeownership, and move towards outlawing the practice of second
homeownership in the area. None of these are new ideas. On Cape Cod, these discussions
have been had — and this anger has been around — for years. Believe it or not, we’ve
been talking about secession since 1993, when Cotuit threatened to secede over a lack of
social services, and again in 2009 over the closing of the Marstons Mills-Cotuit
Elementary School. From 1837 to 1852, Cape towns tried to “divide” a total of twelve
times, and in 1977, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket wanted to leave Massachusetts for
New Hampshire or Hawai’i over the threat of consolidating the three counties of the Cape
and Islands into one (Smith-Johnson). On the international scale, New Zealand recently
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outlawed the purchasing of newly constructed houses to non-residents (“The Observer
View”) thanks (in part) to skyrocketing land costs due to tourism, as well as overseas
buyers, who make up 3% of purchases (Shane). Hong Kong, Singapore, British Columbia
(“The Observer View”), Norway, Switzerland, and Denmark (“Stay Away”) are just a
few areas that have been restricting the practice of second homeownership or tacking on
fees. This kind of legislation has been booming in coastal towns in the UK with the 2011
Localism Act serving as the basis. St. Ives has led the charge by overwhelmingly voting
to implement the same policy recently passed in New Zealand, with Lynton, Lynmouth,
Rame Peninsula, Mevagissey, and Seahouses following up behind, with more to come.
These policies are a start, but we have a long way to go. To quote lawyer Chris Bevan on
the Localism Act, “For localism … to have any meaningful and coherent impact there
must be a commitment to communities and a commitment to place” (982). If the Cape is
to embrace progress and truly commit itself to tackling the housing crisis, we must take
into account the needs of all of our community members, prioritizing those who are
struggling most. It’s not just the housing crisis, of course. Moving towards a better future
for the Cape will require us to start prioritizing its community over supposed profit from
tourism. This includes everything from comprehensive housing reform, to funding for
addiction programs, to fighting the violence of a colonial government, to environmental
protection legislation, and, crucially, to listening to the voices of every Cape Codder,
especially those of us who are the most affected by the problems of our tiny, sandy
peninsula. We must continue funding initiatives to support local industries that don’t rely
on tourism such as Pier to Plate, programs that amplify local voices like Voices from the
Wheelhouse, organizations that put the needs of Cape Codders first like CapeAbilities,
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legislation that moves towards establishing Native authority over this occupied land. We
have got to start having these discussions — what would happen if we established
mandatory rent control? If we subsidized housing? If we applied the fees that visiting the
National Seashore requires to other places on the Cape? Fundamentally, what it requires
is a rethinking of what is important to Cape Cod. Are we willing to let go of what is
important to us to pour a few more gallons of nitrogen into the ocean a year, to build a
few more soulless prefab McMansions, to make room for a few thousand more tourists?
Or are we going to start taking these scary, difficult steps forward to making a better
Cape Cod than we’ve had since the Mayflower landed?
Susan Dimm Williams: I think it's still a very special, unique place. It's going through
some growing pains. I would hope that it won't lose its uniqueness by gentrification. I
fear that and a lot of the die-hard locals fear that and they're moving to Maine because
they feel like the Cape's lost its individuality and its uniqueness and what it used to be. I
hope that it doesn't and that's the only thing I can hope for. I'm definitely contributing to
the non-gentrification [laughs].
Katie Armstrong: Number one … we took this land. Two, it wasn't always this built up
and I feel like there are thriving communities amidst — in the winter, when everything is
dead. There are still people that are struggling, there are people that are getting by, there
are people that are thriving and that — learn more about who's in your community and
… get to know their stories because it's probably what you grow up with. It's painted a
certain way or seems a certain way. I hope that there will be people who are on Cape
Cod. I hope it doesn't turn into just a tourist place, which is kind of what it feels like it is
now. I don't know what it's going to look like in however many years down the line. Yeah.
Just think about also just the history of it, and learn about the history and learn about
your history. I want to go do that now and take into account everything that's happened,
but also just take in the fact that you're really lucky if you live here to live in this place
and a lot of people don't get to. People don't get to live this close to really amazing
beaches and natural landscapes. Take in both sides of it.
Kat Szmit: If you're going to come here and visit, know that there's more to the Cape
than the tourism that you will see. There's more than water parks and shopping. There's a
whole world of people trying to make a living. There's some amazing history here.
There's some incredible stories that are actually true and when you hear the not
Hollywood version of them, like the wreck of the Pendleton, it's incredible … Know that
when you come here, what you see as a tourist might be seen differently because you're a
tourist and that when you leave, we're all still here. All of us that lived here are still here
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making a living, making lives, getting up, doing our jobs, sending our kids off to school.
This is our home and respect that.
Joanie Crowell: Don't come here anymore … [laughs] No. Come and enjoy it like we did
… Just take care of it. There are more rules and regulations. We can't do anything
anymore … We survived climbing rocks, diving off jetties. We didn't get hurt. It was fine,
but now, all stemming from the sex on the beach incident last year.
Dylan Kaplowitz: If more people took the time to talk to locals and ask opinions and get
to the bottom of what's changed so much, maybe we'd actually have it figured out by now,
really.
Anita Mother Bear Peters: We still believe that we're to provide for seven generations
ahead of us. We haven't lost that. That's our mission, to make sure that seventh
generation has the same kind of life that we had, that they don't have to struggle like we
did, but they'll know that their ancestors provided for them just like mine did for me.
This thesis isn’t the end of my work here. It feels like everything about my home
is slipping away, being bought and sold with nothing any of us can do about it. Every
year there are more tourists, more mansions, more broke locals. Less steamers. If locals
don’t fight back; if we are silenced because of our reliance on visitors’, second
homeowners’, and retirees’ money; if those of us less affected by these issues become
complacent with the way our economy is set up; if our voices are reduced to anger
muffled behind closed doors; if we are driven out of our homes thanks to the whims of a
colonial government or the rising cost of land, reduced to ancient memory or museum
exhibits, Cape Cod will die. So I'm going to keep talking about this. I'm not the first, and
I sure as hell hope I'm not the last. But the problems affecting Cape Cod are, undeniably,
invisible to pretty much everybody who doesn't live here, anybody who has the privilege
to ignore what's happening to us. It is all too easy for visitors to dismiss our complaints
about tourism with responses like “we’re not all like that” while ignoring the broader
consequences of their presence here. So talk about it. Listen to us. Be responsible if you
visit, or, even better, take a good long look at tourism as an industry and alternative ways
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to help economies that rely on it, particularly supporting local industries. Start fighting
back and be loud with us: second homeownership is repulsive. Private property is
abhorrent. One person should not profit off of another’s inability to have a home. We are
living on stolen land. “Success” and “development” often do more harm than good.
Culture should not be bought and sold. Communities should be in charge of their own
stories. We are obligated to care about the land we live on. People should not go
homeless, especially while houses stand empty. Stand with the Mashpee Wampanoag and
fight for their right to their land. Cape Cod is struggling. It’s time you listened.

Cape Cod girls don't use no combs
Heave away, haul away
They comb their hair with codfish bones
And we're bound away for Australia
So heave her up, my bully, bully boys
Heave away, haul away
Heave her up and don't you make a noise,
And we're bound away for Australia
-
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“Cape Cod Girls”
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Appendix
I. Glossary of Interviewees
Otto Anderson [pseudonym]: Jamaican summer worker working on Cape Cod
since 2004.
Katie Armstrong: 21-year-old white woman, student at Mount Holyoke from
West Barnstable studying Marine Science, Geography, and Architectural
Studies.
Joanie Crowell: 60+-year-old white woman, resident of north Dennis with roots in
Concord and Provincetown.
Phyllis Horton: 90-year-old white woman, 12th generation Dennis resident and
local historian.
Phil Inman: 72-year-old white man, library director living in Dennis Port from the
North Shore of Boston.
Dylan Kaplowitz: 21-year-old white Jewish man, lifelong Eastham resident,
recently moved to Springfield.
Sayuri Kingsbury: 42-year-old Japanese woman, blowing glass on Cape Cod
since 2002, originally from Sapporo.
Anita Mother Bear Peters: 68-year-old Wampanoag woman, Mashpee
Wampanoag Bear Clan Mother, jewelry maker, and museum attendant.
John Pina: 81-year-old Cape Verdean man, veteran born in raised in Harwich and
a key part of the town’s development.
Kat Szmit: 50-year-old white woman, Harwich reporter for the Cape Cod
Chronicle originally from New Hampshire.
Susan Dimm Williams: 56- or 57-year-old white woman, Chatham potter since
1992, originally from New Jersey and Connecticut.

II. Methods
I began my oral history project by drawing up a rough consent form with the
assistance of the then-college archivist at Simon’s Rock, Margaret Cherin (in the spring
of 2018), as shown below.
___________________________________________

Dear Interviewee:
The audio recording of your interview will be part of Coco Raymond’s thesis. In
consideration of the recording and preservation of this Oral History, we request that you
hereby transfer to Coco Raymond the rights, including all literary, copyright and property
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rights unless restricted as noted below, to publish, duplicate, and otherwise use the
recording, transcribed interview, and any images taken during the interview. This
includes publication rights in print and electronic form, the right to rebroadcast the
interview or portions thereof, the right to donate the collection, and permission to transfer
the interview to future new media formats.
___________________________________________
I understand that the purpose of the thesis is to collect audio to be used for scholarly,
educational, and other purposes. I immediately release the ownership and reproduction
rights of my interview (the audio recording) in its entirety to Coco Raymond.
Note any restrictions here:

________________________________
Interviewee’s Signature

_______________________
Date

Coco Raymond hereby agrees to preserve the products of this oral history interview
according to professionally accepted standards and agrees to provide the interviewee
access to the recorded interview.
_________________________________
_______________________
On behalf of the project
Date

___________________________________________

I then wrote up a list of questions to ask my narrators, focusing on my interest in the
deleterious effects of tourism and second homeownership, as well as cultural
preservation.
___________________________________________

Preliminary:
Introduce yourself: name, age, pronouns, etc.
Where are you from?
Where is home for you?
What do you do for a living?
143

How long have you lived on/worked on Cape Cod?
Why do/did you live/come here?
Tell me a little bit about your life and history here.
What is your favorite place and/or memory on the Cape?
Socioeconomic:
Cape Cod is undergoing rapid (over)development. How do you see this affecting both the
Cape as a place and you as a person?
What do you think of the clean-ups/gentrification some of our villages are currently
undergoing?
How does tourism affect you?
How do you think the influx of summer people and tourists, often wealthy white people,
has impacted the Cape?
What do you know about our history of settler-colonialism? What do you think we owe
to the Native American communities of Cape Cod? What has been lost/damaged due to
colonialism?
What do you think of our transformation from a predominately European-American rural
fishing community to a vacation destination? What has been gained and what has been
lost?
Is your current profession made possible by the tourist industry?
If applicable, how has tourism changed the Cape from how you remember it?
/environment: sea level rise, overfishing, pollution
Is the current opioid crisis affecting you, your community, or your loved ones? What do
you think of how it’s being addressed?
The Cape has a reputation for political and social conservatism. Who do you think is
responsible for this?
How welcoming do you think the Cape is to minority groups and why?
How can we improve the Cape for everyone?
Cultural/final:
What does being a “local” mean to you?
Who do you consider a local, and what impacts this definition?
Is losing parts of our history and culture necessary to the development of capitalism?
How about tourism? What are the pros and cons of this process?
What is “Cape culture?”
How can we do a better job of preserving Cape culture?
Do you have any pieces of what you consider Cape Cod culture that you would feel
comfortable sharing? A song, a memory, a recipe, family stories or traditions, ghost
stories?
What do you want future generations to know about Cape Cod?
144

Is there anything else you would like to share?

___________________________________________

I then re-wrote my consent forms with the assistance of Anne O’Dwyer, head of the
HRRC at Simon’s Rock. The final draft is included below.
___________________________________________

I am conducting this research as part of my Senior Thesis at Bard College at Simon’s
Rock. Please read the points below—indicate any preferences when asked—and, if you
agree to the points, sign at the bottom and return the form to me. I will provide you a
copy of this form to keep. The purpose of this interview project is to preserve and honor
Cape Cod culture and contribute to a reflection on our history. The interview will last
approximately 45-90 minutes. The only requirements for participation are that you are
age 18 or older and that you have spent time (full-time or part-time) on Cape Cod.
1. The interview will be audio recorded (using a Zoom H4N recorder) and I will
transcribe the interview for both academic use and, if you consent to its
publication, for use in an online public archive.
2. These interviews are not intended to be confidential, although you can request
that your identity be kept confidential. Your interview will be directly quoted and
attributed to you unless you request anonymity or a pseudonym. Please mark your
preference below:
___ I consent to the use of my name and any other identifying
information in relation to quotes used in the report and in any
online and documents and recordings made publically available.
___ I request that any statements made by me be attributed to a
pseudonym and any information that may identify me be removed
from any reports, transcript, or recording.
3. Your participation is completely voluntary. You do not have to answer any
questions which you do not feel comfortable answering, you may ask to respond
“off mic” when responding to any question, and you may stop your participation
by simply telling me that you wish to discontinue the interview.
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4. Before my senior thesis project is completed (anticipated to be in May 2019) and
before any transcripts or recordings are uploaded to the online public archive, you
will receive a written transcript of the interview for your approval before it is used
in any academic or public work. At that time, if you would like any parts of your
interview deleted from the written transcript and the audio recording, let me know
at that time (before May 1, 2019).
5. If you have any questions or concerns about the interview content or process you
can direct them to either me, my thesis supervisor, and/or the Institutional Review
Board (IRB) at Simon’s Rock, who have reviewed and approved the project.
Coco Raymond, craymond15@simons-rock.edu.
IRB Co-Chair: Anne O’Dwyer, aodwyer@simons-rock.edu (413-528-7240).
Thesis Supervisor: Dr. Francisca Oyogoa, foyogoa@simons-rock.edu (413644-4958).
6. In consideration of the recording and preservation of this Oral History, I request
that you hereby transfer to me (Coco Raymond) the rights, including all literary,
copyright and property rights unless restricted as noted below, to publish,
duplicate, and otherwise use the recording and transcribed interview. This
includes publication rights in print and electronic form, the right to rebroadcast
the interview or portions thereof, the right to donate the collection, the right to use
as research in a senior thesis and other written work, and permission to transfer
the interview to future new media formats.
___ I consent to the use of my interview and transcription in an academic thesis.
___ I consent to the use of my interview and transcription in an academic thesis
and for digital public archival use.
________________________________________________________________________
I understand that the purpose of the thesis is to collect audio recordings of interviews to
be used for scholarly, educational, and other purposes. I immediately release the
ownership and reproduction rights of my interview (the audio recording) in its entirety to
Coco Raymond. I verify that I am 18 years of age or older.
__________________________________________________

__________________

Interviewee’s Signature

Date
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Coco Raymond hereby agrees to preserve the products of this oral history interview
according to professionally accepted standards and agrees to provide the interviewee
access to the recorded interview.
__________________________________________________

__________________

On behalf of the project

Date

___________________________________________

To begin the interviewing process, I contacted locals who I knew and I thought
would have fascinating stories to tell. I began with my best friend, Katie Armstrong, and
then reached out to family friends willing to share their stories with me. To achieve my
goal of capturing as diverse a group of voices as possible, I tried a few tactics to publicize
my project. I requested referrals from my narrators, I stood outside the Chatham 2018
Blessing of the Fleet with a sign, and I contacted local libraries about hosting an “open
archiving day.” I did not get many referrals, and did not have time to follow up on the
few that I did. The Blessing of the Fleet sign attracted the interest of two people. One
seemed promising at first, complaining about the lack of jobs in Chatham, but then his
end of the conversation became openly Islamophobic. I decided not to follow up with
him. Although I wanted to capture a broad range of voices, I had no interest in offering a
platform for hate. The other person who approached me was Kat Szmit with the Cape
Cod Chronicle, who I did conduct an interview with. Surprisingly, only one local library,
the Woods Hole Library, wrote me back, suggesting I inquire at the Woods Hole
Historical Society about their oral history collection. I chose not to follow up on this in
the interest of time (as well as relevance). I only ended up “cold-calling” one person — I
showed up at the Wampanoag Museum a few weeks after a quick phone call inquiring if
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anyone there would be interested in speaking with me and ended up interviewing Anita
Mother Bear Peters. I was referred to Dylan Kaplowitz and Otto Anderson (a pseudonym,
as requested) through mutual friends. Everybody else I already knew personally.
The interviews were conducted using a Zoom H4N recorder. I typically met the
narrators at their homes or workplaces, although a few agreed to conduct the interview at
my parents’ studio in Dennis Port. I changed a few questions as I went along, adding or
removing things that I felt were or were not relevant to the individual in question. It was
important to me to go into the project wearing my “bias” on my sleeve. Although I
believe I was respectful when narrators expressed dissenting opinions to my own, my
questions made it clear where I was coming from. This led to some pushback from
narrator Phil Inman, a library director who was, on the whole, in favor of tourism. We
had a discussion about objectivity in projects, with him arguing that projects like these
should attempt to be impartial, and me arguing that I was setting out to document a
specific issue that I cared about and that claiming objectivity would both be a lie and a
betrayal to my cause. However, I found our conversation valuable on the whole,
especially his experiences as a kid on the Cape. This issue did not come up with any other
narrators. The vast majority of my participants shared my views, save for John Pina, who
was comfortable expressing his opinions during his interview. I was grateful for his
openness with me, as it indicated that I was not being too pushy with those who maybe
didn’t quite see eye-to-eye with my view of the Cape — another perk of one local
interviewing another, perhaps. Some narrators requested that I stop the recording for
certain conversations, or opted out of sharing information or elaborating on questions.
Looking back, I think this added, rather than detracted from the experience. It was truly
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meaningful to me to have conversations with fellow locals off-mic, such as Phyllis
Horton sharing her favorite secret spot on the Cape. Especially after reading “Of Things
Said and Unsaid,” I believe it is the right of a community, communities within
communities, or individuals to keep their secrets and choose not to share certain things
with outsiders, or for folks to choose not to discuss certain sensitive subjects (Carter 227).
I was, and remain, grateful for what each of my narrators chose to share with me, and for
their participation in my thesis.
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